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Wednesday 
December 2 1998 

Britain^ new spa per 
forEmpie 



Polly Toynbee’s wish list, page 8 


Forest cuts 

Brazils baffling decision 


France and Germany agree to press ahead with tax harmonisation 




: the showdown 


German minister 
palls for end 
to British veto 


Martin WaHur in 
and Ian Ti' a if i ior hi PatB Oa m 


T ony blair^s 

moment of 
truth with 
Europe arrived 
last night, as 
Germany and 
France steered 
a cdUsioti coarse with . Brit- 
ain hr vowing to continue 
their rampaign ihr Emt^oean 
tax haimoiilsatiiUL 
Gordon Brown, the Chan- 
cdlOTp.vriio etrouidy oiKK>&es 
barmonisatloix,- arrived .In 
Brussels for the monthly 
meeting of Edropean Xlnioii fi- 
nance ministers yesterday 
hoping.to gamer fdr 

Britain's posShm. TwAiart. ne 
found himsdfuitttaged by Os- 
kar. Tafootain^ his G^mm 
oounterpart, tfarratenied 
to ouffitank fbe.Briti^ veto 
with Acall fixT Bnrope 1b lake 
dedsions by majctfity vote.: r ' 
The rmewed isdatioai ih' 
Eunqw Wbiih the gov- 
ernment dreads , was iuidei> 
lined as Frehdbi and German 
leaders issued a jcdnt dedara- 
tion in Potsdam yesterday jbr 
“rapid progress towmrds tax 
harmonisation in Europe. 

Britain’s Bnv(q>ean chofiee 
is' TwiphitiWig staiiL (hi one 
hand lies a Thatcher-like 
ftiture of obstinacy, and 
repeated use of the veto; oa 
the otitK- looms a British em- 
brace of the .grandiose 
aguda firr an ever more inte- 
grated Europe from taxes to 
social pblicy» agreed in Pot^ 
dam. There is Uttie room left 
fiw Britain to duurt a compro- 
mise course between these in- 
ereaslxi^ clear eltematlves. 

The immediate reaction 
from Mr Brown, who has 
n^peatedly tbreatmed to use 
file British veto againrt EU 
fnv plaiis, was firmly nega- 
tive. Be was about 

the idea of Britain losing its 
veto. “Everybody knows that 
tax propools retiaire una- 
nimity, and a t*ang^ to that 
reQuires a treaty change 
wMch requires unanimity. 
And that is slnq^ not going 
to hanwi,’* he said. 

Ihe.. Qmservative leader, 
wmiam Hague, advised the 
Government to '‘have no 


truck with any agmda to 
have British tarns set in 
Brussels. Tax competition is 
healthy. We want to be in 
Europe, not run by Europe." 

Malcolm Bruce, the Liberal 
Democrats’ Trmsary spokes- 
man, said: “Governments 
must be allowed tax flexibili- 
ty to match the needs of tudi- 
i^ual economies." 

The (German Chancellor, 
Gerhard SchrOder, stressed 
that he wanted to use his 
presidency (rf'the £0, starting 
next mcxoth. to reform the 
tJum’s institutions as the 
prerequisite for expanding 
into eastorn Europe. That 
TnMfit- a smaller European 
Omuni^kai and the Intro- 
dnctimi of majoricy votii^ 
doing away with national 
vetoes. 

The Joint Gemsm-Fl^ich 
dedaraticm said: ‘^e win 
campaign to strong ccto- 
diitoton in ^economio pctoy. 
paiticnhudyfiHfae frmut^Mifk 
of file 11 enrocmmtzies, to 
rapid inxigE^ m hariiumisft- 
tfoai.df toxes. and to the to^ 
mation of a real Eonqieaii 
social uindd." 

Chirac, the Ftoidi 
Lkaial Joqto* the 
prime minisiter. and, Mr 
Sehrbder described ' the 
FkancoOennan rdatiooship 
as “more impniant than .ever 
as the Mi ginft of EuropeTs 
eaastraetioa". 

Ftom Potsdam. the two fi- 
nance ministers, Mr lafbn- 
talne arm Dmninique Straoss- 
Kahn, flew to' Brussels to 
nmhmch itcr Browu With the 
joint proposal to an end to 
national vetoes. 


Mr Lafbixtalne said? is 
dear fiiat as the Union en- 
larges, we cannot digmaa <3e- 
tails' every tirwa iTimor fh q 
principle of unanimity." 

This was predsdy not what 
Mr Brown wanted to hear yes- 
terday. UatHiTig against what 
he described as padk of 
scare stories" in the Euro- 
sceptic British press. Mr 
Brown said he was “winning 
the argument that the way 
forward for Europe is 
throi^ econconic retom and 

not tiarmtwiaatinn* *- 

At tha same time, Britain 
approved a proposal from the 

fSftwimfaaInn w wiM malro 



L 9» 'C kffln llfftfrwil 



Moot point ... Geniiaiiy*8 Oskar Lafimtaine issued threat to outflank British veto 


to. T^ntaine the prime 
s^kesman to.tiie new single 
currency at G7 wflftHwgg to 
the whole of next year. He 
win q^eak to the euro during, 
the; (rerman presidency, 
'gfiddh runs from Juiuazy 
antn July; and when it. 
passes to Finland, Mr Lafbn- 
taine will 'continue as main 
euro spokesman until the 
fidlowjiig'year, when France 
takas over. 


The Franco-German ac- 
cord, and their firm agree- 
ment on tax IwrirtninigaiHftn 
undermined British hopes of 
using the political rdktion- 
filiP with' the new Qprmari 
Social Democratic govern- 
ment to wwfca a third mem- 
ber cf the txaditionainranco- 
German alliance. 

Despite riaahag on retom 
of the Comwiftw Agnculto^ 
Policy and the fiitnre of nu- 


clear energy, fiie underlying 
oammitment of France and 
Gemany to their common 
stratoy appe^ strong, and 
likely to cootinne once they 
are inside the euro aone after 
January, vdiere British ve- 
toes will lose their force. 

UE Treasury (fficials were 
alarmed by the Franco-Ger- 
man suggestion that with 
Britain outside the euro zone, 

they cooid go ahead with tax 


PHOTOGRAPH: HBMAm KMPPSTTZ 

and other harmonisation 
measures as they pleased. 
This could compiled British 
hopes of joining the euro in 
fotore. the time Britain is 
ready, a harmonised Euro- 
pean tax ^stem could be a 
reality, and accepting it could 
become a condition of joining 
theeura 




‘I believe the unanimity aile cannot 
be maintaineej. It is clear that as 
the Union enlarges, we cannot 
discuss details every time under 
the principle of unanimity’ 

Oskar Lafontaine, German 
finance minister 

‘Oskar said that? Well Oskar’s wrong. 
The Idea that we’d give up the 
veto is the most ludicrous thing 
I’ve heard this week. And it’s been 
a helluva week’ 

British government spokesman, 
Brussels 

‘Everybody knows that tax proposals 
reqtiire unanimity, and a change 
to that requires a treaty change which 
requires unanimity. And that is 
simply not going to happen’ 

Gordon Brown 

We will campaign for stronger 
co-ordination in economic policy, 
particularly in the framework of 
the 1 1 euro-countries, for rapid 
progress in harmonisation of taxes, 
and for the formation of a real 
European social model’ 
French-German joint declaration 


LuMlar eomnten^ page B 


Nice to see you, to see you, nice? The general moves in 


MckHopklM 


G eneral Aogusto Pinr 

ochet finally znoved out 
of a private psydiiatrie 
(Mnie last niito, and headed 
to a setoi' bedroom' house on 
ah exdusive estate in Surrey. 

The gtetoal, wdered fttHn 
Gnwelands Priory, a fter the 
ho^ital accused him of out- 
sti^liig his welcome, was 
headed by a doeen protestos 
as he qied fhn»^ file gates 

In -an atwKiHanpft fTBfiTrpd by 

police 'ears, and headed 
towards Virginia Water, 
wheie his oeighhimrs will to 
elude comedian- Bruce 
Fwsgfii. 

Thie gansal, who is wanted 
in BNn (m'chaises of geaich 
ride,' toroilsm- and tortiir^ 
said he was “distressed" to 
leam that ' the hospital to 
Sootfagate, death London^ no 
Vmge! w a nte d him. Lawym. 
to to Oyesimid said he had 
betel “anxious to move as 


g ffO n as possible^ and Manwid 
bureaucracy for delayhig tos 
dspsrture. 

The hospital admitted it 
was “extremtey relieved" that 
the general had grim. . 

. wig entourage. — inrfinUng 
a personal assistant security 
gourds and a private doeto — 
hiidbeallivi^at(3IovriaDds■ 

stoceOetoborte. 

' “We are a . hospital, not a 
bed and . breaktest," said - a 
source. 

A police heUebpter dreled 
over to exdusive Wentwcrfh' 
estate in Virginia Water, 
SuiT^, as to geoNaTs en- 
tourage approadied. 

Police Commander Ctai 
Crathem said last night 
w>n confixm that GritenQ Pto- 
oriiet is now In residoice in a 
houM (to to-. WteihnMfii les- 
tete.” He wwdd. not discuss 
what seeuxitr arnmgenents 
tod been made.' • 

The fwfe*** has cate of the 
hitote otmceotratoB' of mil- 
lionaire residents in .the . 


Neighbours 


AMBUUMCE 






EtooctoftaTObtilaniw leaves ftrovelands Priory 


c uuuti y.' But It seems-un- 
that file general wm be 
humPtog totonel^iboivs FOr- 
syth'and Russ Abbott daring 
what could be.a lengChy so-. 
jouriLr The house earmarked 
for file CbiiMn has a se- 


rinded, driveway and is sur- 
rounded by bigb walls. 

' BO might, however, eaito a 
^impse of FOreyth, a keen 
geiUer, on to fometos Went- 
worih course, which adjoins 
topropwly. 


neri^andfimoustofiohiwe 
.toed on the Wentworth Estate 
inOude... 

n The Duchess of York 

□ Trieviskm presenter Bruce 
Eocsyfii 

□ Comedian Russ Abbott 

□ Goiters Stoidy Lyle and 
Sam Torrance 

□ Radio presenter Terry 
Wogan 

□ Television personality 

Mirlia d FUlktoSOll 

□ Stales David Essex, EUou 

John and Rod have 

homes neaxhy 

Hiring to house will prob- 
ably cost to Qiflean govem- 
ment a small totune. The 
Duchess of Yoik rented a sim- 
ilar property for £6,000 a 
monfii foUowtog her divorce. 
The general's near ne^ 


hours seemed underwhelmed 
at the prospect (dhis azrivaL 

“It’S a bit like being told 
Adolf Hitler is moving into 
the house next door," said 
one. “There are supposed to 
be Russian underworld fig- 
ures anH members of the 
Hong Eong triads living 
around us on the estate, so a 
former Chilean dictator who 
is suKK^ to be responsible 
for the disappearance of hun- 
dreds of his own people is not 
exactly big news." 

The genoal is expected to 
ranain at bis new address 
until the Home Secretary, 
Jack Straw, decides whether 
extradition proceedings to 
send him to Spate should go 
ahead, oc vfiiriher he should 
be sent home. That announce- 
ment is due (m December U. 
E the judgment goes against 
he could spend months 
in Britain emteolled In a 
lengthy extradition battle. 


Letlon, Marie Steo^ page 9 
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“We save( 
over £123 a 
month on our 
mortgage 
witih a £500 
cashback!.. 

^.mthout even moving home!” 

HXYDU R mo f ^e e p a y m ents for 
FOURyears^with: 

goo CASHBACK to yon! 
i^nCEEvalnatioa 
FREE oompletioD to 
^ FREE soEchofs costs 

fifFREBienden 
xeterencefee 
T Ths gipeib reiriortgage 
Aql (and similar purchase 
deal) are availaUe 
eaodiriivdly duou^ 

Mortg^hitel%eiioe- 
Brnain^ laigpsc 



JFor derails, call FREE 8am-^pm 7 days a wedc, qnodng 
r pfrr p p^ 1233, on: 

® 0500 - 10 - 10-33 

(vvisit PS at wwvoncxigpgMntdl^eiicexauk 

• MORTGAGE • 

INTELLIGENCE 
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Sketch 


Third biggest fall on record as recession fears grow □ Survey sho>Are manufacturing orders drying up 

Number is up for |3li3res Hit bv £3Sbii cras»h 
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Labour loyalists 



Simon Hoggart 


^^HEIRE is an old tale about 

I a lunatic asylum where 

I the patients have heard 
their favourite jokes so often 
that can tbe>' recognise them 
by number. "Fifteen!" 
says the bead nurse and the 
patients fall about lau^iiDg. 
“Number 57!” says someone 
else and they are rolling 
around in stitches. 

A visitor asks if he can try. 
"31!" he shouts, and is met by 
silence. ‘They laughed at you, 
why not me?” be asks. 

"Ah." says the nurse. *it’s 
the way you tell ’em." 

I was reminded ofa bin by 
the Commons yesterday, not 
for the Qrsttime.lt was the 
last day’s debate on the 
Queen’s Speech, with the 
economy the main topic. Fran- 
cis Maude, the shadow chan- 
cellor, has been an ungainly, 
uncertain performer in the 
past and dearly the Govern- 
ment bad high hopes of an- 
other Tory debacle. 

But with this lot, nothing 
can be left to chance or ability. 
So the Labour whips provided 
their loyal satraps with a list 
of 10 numbered questions de- 
signed to floor Mr Maude. All 
dutiful backbenchers had to 
do was to stand up, wait until 
he gave way. and then read 
out a pre-digested question. It 
would be as genuine as those 
double entendres on Blind 
Date. ("Numbers, if 1 were a 
plumber would you let me 
clean round your U-bend?") 

The trouble was that — as so 
often happens — whoever had 
the job of copyingtheques- 

Hnnggnri riic'hinpt'hBiTi n>Tt 

had left the original in the 
photocopier. A passingTory 
realised what he had found 
and ran off umpteen more 
copies to distribute around 
the House, each with the mes- 
on top: "Labour's pro- 
pc^ed intervention on Francis 
— recovered from a photo- 
copier. Tee hee!” (Hike the 
Bunterish tone of the last two 
words. You can imagin p tte 
Qnder going off to the tea 


room for a plateful of cream 
cakes to celebrate.) 

So by the time Mr Maude 
got up almost everyone in the 
House, including tiie Speaker, 
had copies of these spontane- 
ous interventions. 

E^rst up to intervene was a 
Tory, Eloward FLighL He 
thanked the Government for 
mfllcing sure that the OiqKisi- 
tlon had the list of questions. 
He oEfored to help by asking at 
lieast one himselL I begin 

by asking the shadow cbanoel- 
lor why he is opposed to the 
extra £40 billion of public 
speading?” 

Mr Maude was especiaDy 
grateful for this because it 
gave bixn a chance to avoid 
answering the question. 

(What E«abour would like the 
Tories to do is to say: "Yes, we 
would cut spending so that old 
ladies are abandoned on trol- 
lies while tbelr grandchildren 
leave school at the age of 13, 
unable to read or even to tie 
their laces." But they are too 
canny to do this.) 

ALaboorMP, (3eraint 
Davies, stepped smartly into 
the trap. Tte shadow chancel- 
lor bad given two different 
views on whether the Bank of 
England should be allowed to 
set interest rates. Which was 
his real opinion? 

This question bore a 
! strange resemblance to the 
I paragraph at the end of the 
crib she^ "Given the com- 
Idete confusion in his party 
. . .will he tell the House once 
and for alL will he scrap Bank 
of England Inde^ndence?” 

Delighted Tories shoute± 
"Number 10 ! Number 10!" 

Dale Campbell-Savours de- 
cided to save everyone’s time. 
He stood up and asked Cor an 
answer "to Number 8 on the 
list And he can’t say he 
doesn't know because he's 
been given notice". 

That was ironic, but some 

Tfa bo nr barfchpnrhPf B 

wouldn't recognise irony if he 
came up, cocked a leg, and 
peed on their shoes. Helen 
Southworth of Warrington in- 
quired whether Mr Maude 
remembered the time when, 
under the Tories, Inflation 
had reached 15 per cent? 

Tories had rect^nised Num- 
ber 3, so they shouted: "Three, 
three!" like atreeful of star- 
lings spotting a cat 

Derek Twi^ even bad an- 
other go at asking Number 2 
again, but it was too late. For 
once in his parliampntflr y life, 
Mr Maude hart woo. 


Review 


If only It would 
stop, but It didn’t 


Lyn Gardner 


KDDng Rasputin 

Bridewell Theatre, London 


U NTIL now, the only mu- 
sical claim to fhme for 
the mad monk whose in- 
fluence was to have such cata- 
strophic consequences for the 
last tsar of Russia and his fam- 
ily was in a hit song by seven- 
ties popsters Boney M. 

This musical by James 
McConnel, Kit Hesketb-Har- 
vey.and Stephen Clark boasts 
nothing in its two hours that is 
as catchy, llie score is me- 
lodic without being memora- 
ble. the lyrics lack focus, and 
if you believe the plot, bOled as 
a true story, you probably be- 
lieve Disnesris Anastasia. 

This is history witha 
romantic Hollywood sheen, in 
which the great sweep of the 
Rtissian revolution t^es 
place with never a mention of 
Marxism, and in which love, 
not Lenin, is the dr Iving force. 

It is 1915. Ihe tsar’s niece, 
Princess Irina, is betrothed to 
her cousin Prince Dmitri. But 
on the ni^t before he is due to 
go to the front, be takes her to 
a dubious dive where he meets 
a cross-dressing nightclub 
singer who seduces him. The 
sin^r turns out to be Prince 


Yusupov, who has also been 
having an affair with Ra^u- 
tin. the tsarina’s favourite, 
and the only one who can stop 
the bleeding of the haemophil- 
iac tsarevitch. 

When Ra^utln betrays 
him, leaving him with a gag^ 
of gypsies who beat him up, 
Yusupov, full of self-disgust, is 
transformed from decadent 
deviant to the Mother Teresa 
oftheRussianfirontinatwin- 
kle, tumii^ his palace into a 
hospital for wounded soldiers 
and foiling in love with Irina. 

Thus transformed from ob- 
ject derision to hero, Yusu- 
pov sets about ridding Russia 
of Rasputin. There is a lot 
more angst-rlddes wailing 
and light S&M to be endured 
before Rasputin accepts the 
poisoned t-haUra ofa ni ^t of 
love with Irina and ^ts It In 
the back. 

It takes either exceptional 
self-confidence or a certain 
foolhardiness to begin tbe 
second half of an already 
, dodgy evening with a song en- 
I titled IfOnly It Would Stop. 

. Unfortunately it doesn't 

Ian Brown's extremely well 
acted production treats the 
j risible material with much 
I more gravitas than it 
' deserves. 

This reoleu appeared in 
someeditionsye^erek^. 


Larry EDfOtt 
Economies Edior 


S HARE prices 

plunged yesterday 
as a firesb wave of 
job losses in Indus* 
fry and signs of a 
^owdown in the services sec- 
tor finally alerted City deal- 
ers to the risk of the economy 
sliding into recession. 

As £35 blUioa pounds was 
wiped off share values, the 
tTBE 100 Indea ftdlowed Mon- 
day’s 100 point drop with a 
foil of 206.4 points the third 
biggest on record and the 
largest since October 1992. 

Following heavy overnight 
losses on the stock exchanges 
in New York and Tokyo, the 


London market saw its recent 
rally brou^ to an abrupt 
end by a survey showing 
I order books drying up in 
manufacturing and a wanting 
' from the CBI that consumers 
are starting to rein In 
spending. • 

The Chartered Instihite for 
Purdbasing and Supply said 
industry was contracting at 
its fostest rate since it started 
its monthly survey seven 
years ago. "The trend is 
showing no sign of picking 
Up," said Peter Thomson, its 
director-general. "Export 
orders are sli^tly less awful 
tiian last monttL What is 
really depressing is Qiat do- 
mestic demand is so weak." 

The of Ew glanH aairt 
last month that economic sur- 


I veyswereakeyfoetorlndecl- 
I sion* on interest rates, and 
I the pessimistic tone of yester- 
i day's from both manu- 
facturing and services 
' prompted speculation that the 
cost of borrowing might be 
cut for the third successive 
month when the Bank's Mem- 
etaxy EWicy Committee meets 
next week. 

Textiles giant Courtaulds 
reflected the downbeat mood 
when It anno unced the loss 
jobs yesterday. In addi- 
tkm, the United Glass plant in 

St prwfans, Merseyside, is to 
dose with the loss of another 
450 jobs. 

With the Conservatives 
stepping up their attacks on 
the Government’s >»gw«iu»g of 
the economy, the CBI 


reported that firms in 
consumer, business and pro- 
fessional services expected 
growth to slow' over the 
winter. 

a said that Qxms such as 
accountants, advertisers, 
computer'and law eompanles, 
hotds, restaurants, bats and 
travd. agencies were starting 

to fod the impact of economic 
slowdown. 

This snapshot shows that 
weafeening confidence among 
firms in the other sectors of 
the economy Is now shared by 
those in the consumer, busi- 
ness and profossional ser- 
vices," said Sndhir Junankar. 
the (STs associate director of 
economic analysis 

"Although these sectors 
have seen an. increase in the 


amount of business they do. 
those rdianton ordinary con* 
sumers aremot expecting this 
to continue." .. 

mnr tartg have SOETCd- 

stnee the start of October 
amid (^ahnism that lower in- 
terest rates will underpin 
bust groi^ next year. How- 
ever, smne analysts have been 
warning that the valuations 
put on shares now bear little 
relat^ to corporate earnings 
in a period cf retrenchment 
"Stock markets are coming 
b ffc fc to reality," said James 
Mckay at Commonwealth 
Bank of Australia. He added 
that the ctarection on Wall 
Street which foil by more 
Hian 300 points on Monday, 
was long ovmrdue. after "irra- 
tkmal exuberance" recendy 


powered the US market to re* 
cord hi^s. 

Although consumer spend- 
: Ing has held up in Britain de- 
^te higher Interest rates. 
Britain's biggest mortgage 
: lender reports today that the 
economic slowdown has 
started to aflbet the housing 
market House prices foQ by 
0.6 per cent in November. 'Ehe 
HaUfox’s survey showed that 
the annual rate of hwtse price, 
inflation declined from 6.7 pw 
cent to 4.9 per cent. 

A similar r^xut published 
by the Nationwide Building 
Society earlier this week, 
showed the same underlying 
picture of a downhim in the 
housing market . 


Cty wo teh e nfc i I 


Official: 
Joel, 1 0, 
becomes 
Joeila 
after 
lifelong 
fight for 
new birth 
certificate 



At last, 
tieip f rc 


.'f 


Joeila BbUiday yesterday with her mothea:, Julia Farmer, who said: *We have never thoi^ht of Joeila b^ng any difforenf photoqrm>h: geoff robwson 


StuvtMnar 


A CHTfiD who was 

tered as a boy but who 
has grown up as a girl 
has won a nine-year battle 
to change her birth 
certificate. 

Joeila HolUday. aged 10, 
was bom with a rare medi- 
cal condition which caused 
horrific disE^urements to 
the lower body, malting it 
difiScnlt for doctors to de- 
termine file gender. With 
fixe child not expected to 
sorvive, he was christened 
Joel David within hours of 
birth and roistered as a 
boy because he had male 
ebiomoeomes. 


But on Us first birthday, 
Joel became Joeila after 
doctors advised that as he 
lacked male sex organs, he 
' would, have a better Ufe if 
raised as a girl. Five 
miHiths later, Joeila under- 
went the first of a series of 
operations to become 
fomale. 

Her mother, Julia 
Fanner, applied to the Reg- 
istrar Genexul fbr a new 
Uxth certificate as soon as 
the child lea hospltaL but 
the application was 
refused. 

It was not until the OEBce 
of National Statistics was 
presented with 47 p^es of 
evidence ftom a Gnat Or- 
mond Street specialist ex- 


plaining Jorila’s condition 
that It accepted a medical 
mistake had been made 
when the ehlU was regis- 
tered as a boy. 

The ONS has now taken 
the nnnsnal step of agree- 
ing to issue a new birth cer- 
tificate, and the family 
plans to have Joeila 
rechristened nmrt month in 
her village church in 
Pinchbeck, Lincolnshire. 

Mrs Farmer, aged 30, said 
yesterday: "It’s just so 
gtrawgg that it’s all over, 1 
cant believe it*s been nine 
years and now we can get 
on with being normaL We 
have never thought of 
Joeila being any different. 
It was our penlstence that 


won out. The question al- 
ways was. if the operation 
was why was It not 

l^al for her to be who she 
was? 

"She shouldn’t have been 
put in the same cat^ory as 
' a transsexoaL She was only 
a child bom in a real 
mess." j 

Joeila, who is receivij^ I 
I hormone treatment, has 
' undei^ne dozens of opera- 
tions for her condition, 
called exomp/tallus ectopia 
oesicae and hemi-bladder. 
It meant tiig child’s 
bladder and intestines were 
outside the body, there was 
no abdominal wall and 
there was an uniformed 
phallns in two parts. 


She does not have a 
uterus and will require ftir- 
tber surgery to overcome 
her Internal problems. 
Otherwise, she is a normal 
littte girl, says her mother. 
"She likes loud music, boys 
and sboppix^ There’s noth- 
ij^ difforent about ber at 

all ” 

Charles Brook, the pro- 
fessor of endocrinology at 
Great Ormond Street who 
supported Joella’s case, 
said: "It seems no one 
understood the nature of 
Joella's complaint It had 
not been explained prop- 
erly to the relevant au- 
thorities and so they got it 
muddled up with traxtesex- 
nals and all that rubbish. 


Joeila had an mnbryologi- 
cal abnormality and was in- 
appropriately assigned to 
the male sex when she was 
bom and now she’s been 
correctly assigned. lt*s 
taken the Registrar Gen- 
eral a bit of time to catrii 
up." 

In the course of her cam- 
paign. Mrs Farmer tracked 
down the Rev John Read, 
the hospital chaplain who 
performed the first 
christening. "It’s nice to 
know that she is being 
christened It’s a new 
start." he said. 

As for Joeila, she said: 
"It’s really good. 1 can look 
forward to getting 
married.” 


Tatchell fined ‘derisory’ £1 8.60 for pulpit protest 


Win WoedMrard 


G ay RIGHTS activist 
Peter TatdieU was yes- 
terday fined £18A0 for a 
"puerile” protest from the pol- 
plt duiing the Archbishop of 
Canterbuzy’s Easter seraxm. 

The reason for the precise 
amount of the fiwa was not 
stated, but it happens to 
chime with the 1860 Eedesias- 
tical Courts Jurisdiction Ai:^ 
the little-known law which 
Tatehdl was foimd guftty of 
breaking. Canterbury stipen- 
diary magistrate Michael Kel- 
ly also ordered him to pay 
£320 costs. 

Tatchell was the first pep 
s<m in 31 years to be success- 
fully prosecuted under the 


a^ which forbids "riotous, 
violent or indecent briiavlom 
in any cathedral dhundi". 

The defence case yestmrday 
included a claim that, under 
, the act, Jesus would have 
: been lialtie to prosecution for 
overturning the money 
changers’ table. 

But Mr Kelly told Tatohell, 
^riio pleaded not guilti^ "Your 
conduct violated the ri^ts of 
worshippers on me of the 
most important days in the 

Chrle Han ralgnriar ** 

The court heard that Tat- 
cheU. s^ed 46, and six othm 
activists ft'om gay rights 
group OutRage! dlmbed into 
the pulpit during Dr George 
Car^s setmon at Cantep 
bury CatbedraL Before being 
removed, Tatcheli delivered a 


short speech criticising ttie 
archbishop’s opposition to 
gay fostering and an equal 
aae of consent. 

Mr Kelly told him: “I am 
sore that some people would 
have been disgusted and 
deeply (^fended by your con- 
duct I suspect that the vast 
majority would regard your 

conduct as an inglgniBraant 
and transient Incident in Qie 
history of a g^t cathedraL 
agree with your counsel 
when he said that the Church 
ofEnglandisarobust instttu- 
tim and 1 have no doubt that 
in spite of the pnblicity here 
your puerile conduct will 
soon be Sorgotten, although 
your cause may not be." 

Mr Erily told TatcheU he 
was "a man of previous good 


riiaracter" with "a clear co m- 
mitment to your cause and a 
beUefin non-violent' protest". 

In 1967, the last time a emr 
vietian was achieved under 
the act, two anti- Vietnam war 
protesters were jaiM for two 
months, fixe maiifninw penal- 
ty, for intemqiting a lesson 
read by Harold WDsoo at a 
Idethodist smiviice during the 
1966IdbouroQnforeace. i 

Labour MF Tony Benn and 
Uberal Democrat MP Evan ' 
GEarrls gave character state- 1 
ments supporting Tatchell. 
Idr Berni said the actirist had 
never urged anyone to break 
the law. "But I must say to 
the court that I .baUeve con- ' 
science lies above the law be- ' 
cause conscience is God-made | 
and the law is man-made." 


Outside the court. Tatchell 
said: "I have been found 
gunty but I don't guilty. I 
stood up fbr human rights 
and do it again. 

"The feet that the court has 
given a derisory fine of £ 18.60 
indicates tiiat the magistrate 
himsrif does not regard It as a 
serious offence. 

"It is Dr Carey who sup- 
ports discrimination — it is I 
who stfoports equality. He is 
the guQty person. He is the 
person who supported the 
abuse of human zi^ts." 

In a statemeuL Lambeth 
Palace said Dr Carey was 
committed to a "continuing 
dialogne with homosexuals". 

He "had no rate in the prose- 
cution of Mr TatefaeQ and did Tatchell’s ‘puerile conduct 


not seek one". 


will soon be foi^otten’ 


The zoom 


compact that lets you widen your horizons. 


MINOLTA 



^ A ceem co mp act giva jrea this nudL —i 

A 7Sw cride su^ km gives you this mudi noN.' 


With the Riva Zoom 75w, you get fixe whole 
picture, not just a part of it. 

Because unlike most coo^xacts, its wide angle 
power zoom takes you ri^t in for 'the Ug close 
up' at 75inm and right out to an ultra'Wide 28mm. 

And not only does it go to exceptional widths 
to give you what you want. It also goes to 
exceptional lengths. 

Features include special modes for- Macro, 


Night Portrait and Landscape; a flash system 
that's 'soft' on dose ups, so your subject's not 
drained of colour; a Continuous Drive, enabling 
you CO fire off shots in quick succesrioo, even a 
retractable and lens cover. 

Now you can have the whole wide world in 
your hand. AH for -just £149.99. 

The Biva Zoom 75w. The compact witih 
wide an gle ZO<MIX leOS. 
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Turner Prize goes to Ofili 
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Big increase 
in out-patient 
waiting iists 


DmM Bfflndltt, Social 
So ivi eos Corr ^ pondonft 


Waiting iists 




T he sumba- of pe<^ 
having to wait more 

ttinn ghf rrvmt S c. ^ 

see a hospital 
specialist, a broach 
of the ^tieofs Charter, has 
soared almost I6par cent in 
three moDths.- 

Ihe rise will lad support 
to pJaixnB that the Govern* 
meot is cutting waiting lists 
fbr pperations ^ In pursuit oT 
its pre-dection promise to 
reduce them by 100,000 — 
only by allowing bacMogs to 
bufld up elsewhere. 

Figures due out today are 
expected to diow that tn-pa- 
tient waiting lists in England 
ibU In October for the sixth 
successive month and now 
stand at their lowest since 
June last year. , 

However, out-padat statis- 
tics show that 126JXK) people I 
have been, waiting more than I 
26 weeks for a first appoint- 
ment with a specialist As 
many as 437.000 have been 
waiting more tban 13 weeks. 
Both figures, for the end of 
September, are up 15.6 per 
cent on tbose for the end of 
June. 

Under the charter, which 
the Government is to replace, 
“everyone can ag)ect to be 
seen within 28 weeks” — a 
standard described when it 
was set in 19K as an initial 
target to he ti^tened forther. 

The increase in out-patient 
waiting Hiriftft was lagt ni ght 
described as “deeply , worry- 
ing' by Ci^ure R^^er, who 
chairs the Patients Associa- 
tion pressure group. 

“I have said firom the bi^jn- 
ning that I don’t give a damn 
about the length of the wait- 
ing list. Vfhat I do care aboui 
and what patients care about, 
is the lengtii of waiting time.” 

sha aairt 

“On this basis. It looks as if 
some places are massaging 
their Hgures, bunching 
people waiting to get into out- 
patients. because once they 
are there they are going to 
swell the waitli]^ list for 
sm^pry," 

Anttmny Harriscm. Mlow 
in health policy analysis at 
the Kii^s Fund researcdi in- 
stitute, said the rise in out- 
patient waits was a predict- 
able consequence of foe cMve 
to cut in-patient lists. But it 
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Tlmboydni^good...TniitorPirizeju^e8ptaisedfoeoriginality,eneigyaiiidcQntolexityofC]iri80jS]i*spainting mcntxaRAPHEAMOtMMcCABE 

At last, a painter wins - with a little 


DanQIaistw* 

Arte rnmaipnniloiit . 

^^"HANKS to a large help-' 

I ing elephant dui^ 

I conceptual art's hcdd 

I on foe Turner Prise 
was broka last night wha 
Chris Ofili became the first 
painter to win foe £20,000 
prise since 1985. 

But he is not foe sort of 
painter who would necessar- 
fly appose the traditionalists 
who have made a habit of pro- 
testing against the. Turner 
Prise's recent champion^ of. 
coniC^>tual art His ccddurfol 
works include dried, resin- 
coated elephant dung, fitter 
and cartoon characters as 
wen as incorporating refers 
aces to black culture and 
Renaissance painting. Some : 
eva^winthedazk. j 

Ofili was the only anti | 
the only painter among foe | 
four shortUsied artists. The 
ofoer artists ihdoded a film- ' 
maker, a scuh>tor and a pho- 
tographer. The last painter to 
win the Turner Prize — 
nampri after one of Britain’s 
greatest painters ^ was How- 
ard WnrigVin in 1985. Ofili iS 
the first black artist to win 
theprize. 

Announcing the winner, 
the judges prated “the oried*- 
nality.and oergy of his paint- 
ing, and his dynamic use of- 
coloui'*. . They also admired 
“the complexity of his work, 
with its multOayered reform 
aces to contemporary urban 
culture and awaroess of the 
history art”. 


' - Ofili wm foe .luM favourite 
wifo fbe boofcmakms to win 
fois year's prise, wifo closing 
odds of 54; ODu His- Tomer. 
Prise success an as-, 
toimding year for the young 
painter, following an ac- 
clainied ftna highly popular 
show at the. Southampton 
Art Gallery which later 
toorbd to the Secpentine Gat 
lery in Ldnda. It is cuirenily 
'at Manchester City Art 
Gallery. ... 

His paintings, which veer 
ftom foe figurative to foe ab- 
stract, ofta star a myfoical 
black supeihero called Cap- 


' 


jv--'.. ^ 4. 

.tafo Shil:,.-fo^pired'by''foe'’ 
Marvel camii^. Captain Shit 
is snrrouBded in many pic- 
tures by cot-outs of figures 
from black popular ciftture, 
from James Brown to Mo- 
hammad AB. But his wak is 
not exclusively about the 
black eixperiace: pornogra- 
phy and foe .Bit^ also, get 

Idy ptbiect is not. a PC 
proje^” he ha said.- “It al- 
lows .you to laugh about 
that are potatiaBy 
serious. There are no rules, 
and eya foe ones you for 
yonxsdf can be toiporary.” 


■■■ 




Ho Woman No Ciy, Ofili’s tzibote to Doreen Lawrence 



Review 


-CttOi is \n»fraid.fo~iQC»irii^ 
rate contemporary polities ' 
intb his work. One painting ! 
■in the Tumer Prize exhibi- 
tion, No Woman No Cry, is a 
tribute to the dignity and suf- 
forxDg of Dorea j^wroce, 
the mother of foe murdered 
teenager Stepha Lawrence. 
It foatuies teanhops descend- 
iz^ from a. woma's foce. 
•Earh tear twitairw a tiny 
black and white portrait of 
Stepha Lawrence. 

Ofili was bom in Manches- 
ter in 1968 and studied fine 
art at Chdisea School of Art 
before comidetizig a master's 
in painting at the Royal C61- 
1^ of Art He was a winner 
in the Whitworfo Young Con- 
temporaries ezhibitia and 
has twice bea shortlisted fbr 
the BP Portrait Award. 

Althooeh his work incorpo- 
rales many eigmtmtg of popu- 
lar culture, he insists that it 
is anythii^ but frivolous. 
*^117 work and the way tiiat 1 
vrark conies out of esperima- 
tation, but tt also comes out of 
a love of painting, s love af- 
folr with painting.** 

The elqfoat dung, which 
he acquires free d charge 
from London Zoo, was in- 
ched by a visit to Zimbabwe. 
He bofo stands his paintings 
on the dung ad sticks it to 
foecanvas. 

'me other artists on the 
shortlist ' were Taclta Dean, 
Cathy de Bfonchaux and Sam 
Taylor-Wood. The Judges 
were Ann Gallagher from 
British Council, the cuxator. 
and critic. Fumio Nanjo^ the 
cbBector and Pet Sh(9 Boy 

Adrian Searie 


N^'TananL the inifoor Ma- 
rina Warner, and . Tate direo- 
tor Nicholas Serota. Ofili was 
presated with the prize by 
the foshioD designer and gal- 
lery owner Agna h at foe 
Tate Gallery last ni^ 


Numbsref patienis stl waiWig lobe seen tototvmg ■ GP-wrMen rsieitet 
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was due to a behavioural 
reaction, rather than any 
“fiddling" of figures. 

“Putting pressure on at the 
treatmat was always 
going to squeeze the system 
flirther bai^ eva if only in j 
foe sense that surgeons doing I 
more operations are doing 
less in out-patienls," Mr Har- 
rison said. 

According to the Uepart- 
mat of Health, foe problem 
stems from a sudden, unex- 
plained increase in foe num- 
ber of patients being referred 
to specfelists. Wba self-refer- 
rals and TGfarals other 
specialists are taka into ac- 
count, 65,000 more out- 
patiats were sea in foe 
quarter to foe ad of Septem- 
ber than in foe equlvalat 
period last year. 


‘1 don’t give a 
damn about 
the length of 
the waiting 
list. What I 
care about is 
the length of 
waiting time’ 

Claire Rayner 

A departmat spokesman 
said: “There is no question of 
any slowdown in foe number 
of patients sea.” 

However, compared with a 
year ago, fewer out-patients 
h.9 million) were seen hi foe 
September quarter after writ- 
ta rd^erral by foeir GP. 

Today's provisional in- 
patient Qgqres are expected 
to show that the total waiting 
list for treatmat fell below 
1.2 million in October. Minis- 
ters are committed to cutting 
it to briow 1.1 milUon. 

Paul Burstow, Liberal Dem- 
ocrat social services spokes- 
man, said: “Judgmg by their 
own figures, foe Governmat 
is in danger of spending so 
much money a taclding wait- 
mg lists that waiting times 
wffl ^ through foe roof." 
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^HRiS OFHJ has proved 

wpopnlar with a black au- 

dtence which, it is ofta as- 
sumed, fbels alienated by 
contemporary art Ofiliis 
truly popnlar, and also . 
highly respected, among 
artists. 

His paintings are marked 
by a broad range ofinfhi- 
encesandborrowlngs— 
from Yornba and Austra- 
lian Aboriginal dot pallid 
ings; from 19708 black ftmk 
style; from the colTaged col- 
lisions and drooling resin 
layerii^<tf German artist 


phants at London* Wfaips- 
nade and Beriin zoos whose. 
dupglsOfill's calUiig-card. 
Its nse is itself a borrowing 


from black American artist 
David Hammons. 

Ofili’sorigiiialityliesin . 
his Joyons arehestration of 
thoe disparate dements. 

' £Bscartoonsityerhero,Cap- 
taln Shit, painted in parody 
of 1970s ’‘blaz^loitation** 
movies, and of theshaiply 
dress^ gangsta heroes of 
rap music, actually glows in 
thedark. 

Troabling fbr some auA- 

ences has bea OSH'S paintp 
of a Black 

whom he paints surrounded 
l^all^iedkm body parte . 
snipped frompornc^raplilc 
ma^ztaies- ' . 

. The Blade Virgin has a 
vaerable place in CatiioUe 
iconography, and the sexn- 


! alltyofthe Virgin has bea 
a consistent, if often covert, 
foemeofEuropeanreli- .. 

I Renaissance. 

I Ofili’s paintings are often 
I bnmonroasandatwayB . 
visually conHplex* enter- 
tainittgandarrestlttg.H]8- . 
work has a more serious 
purpose than to shock. 

With'biswraparoimd - 
gteeses and lime green Ford' 
Capri, he plays up the 
stereotype of the bad-ass - i 
black artist. But unlike an 
earUer generatla (tfUack 
artiste In Britain, he Is not 
interested in the polemics of 
political coarectness. pr^ 
thnlDg beguUemat and a 
self-can8cioadyovei>t3ie- . 


top eatidsm to outright . 
pcdiflcal statemat 

Nevertheless, his paint 
ing Nb Woman No Ci 7 (the . 

. tltie of whl^ is taken from 
the Bob Steziey in the 
TumerFrizeshowisapor- 
tratt of a wonum sbedcUng 
tears, ud in each tear is a 
tiny portrait ofblack min> 
der victim Stephen 
Lawrace. 

The painting Is dedicated 
to La-wroce's mother. The 
words **No Wonun No Cry” 
are pldsed-ont in coloured 
pms stock Into theballs of 
dung at the painting's fbeL 

The Tate pot a reserve on 
the painting some weeks 
ago. Chris Ofili truly d^ 
serves the prize. 
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sUB^the aHernathies are so mwA worsen As he was making 
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The UK will not be one of the nations launching the euro, but many fearthe Government will join soon 


Push to harmoniso taxes in Europe 


Tax hafinoiii^tion 
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Proposals could 
spell the end 
of Britain’s 
VAT exemptions 
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A Dover-Calais ferry laden with cheap booze. Harmonisiiig excise taxes would bring 
some UK rates down, not least on alcohol and petrol 


T he Enro-taxman 
eometh, we are told, 
threatening every- 
thing including 
VAT exemptions on 
children's clothes, Britain’s 
status as a &voured destina- 
tion for Inward investment 
and the jobs of young men in 
striped suits and highly 
coloured braces in the City o£ 
London’s bond mai^ets. 

Anyone reading some 
recent repora could be for- 
given for thiniring that Brus- 
sels haa launched an aH-ont 
assault to revamp Britain's 
tax system according to an 
EU-wide bureaucratic blue- 
print 

So wbat is really going on? 
The answer is tb^ there are 
two separate strands to the fu- 
rore over tax: one -domestic, 
one European. 

Tahe ibe domestic issue 
first In a month’s time, 11 
European countries will 
laundi the euro, the single 
European cunrency. One big 
consequence is that from Jan- 
uary 1, 1999, interest rates in 
the so-called euro-zone win be 
set by central bankers sitttng 
at the a tower block in 
Pr anifft irt, fhp Ananriai capi- 
tal of Germany. 

Tbe UK win not be am<mg 

the 11 watinns laiinchinp the 

euro, but there are many Eur- 
oscepties in Britain who Gear 
that soonor raOier than later 
the Government wiU join — 
despite the Blair administra- 
tion's assertions that Britain 
win seek membership only if 
fflonetaiy union meets five 
economic criteria and if Par- 
liament and peo^de, via a rtf- 
ercmdum, agree. 

They fear that banding over 
the conduct of monetary pcd- 


icy — setting interest rates — 
to tbe central bankers in 
EtankfUrt means a huge sur- 
render of sovereignty: aHow- 
xng decisions which are vital 
to Britain whidi are cur- 
rently taken in Britain to be 
taken elsewbmne. 

More immediately, are 
conomied that although the 
Government has laid down 
conditions for signing up for 
monetary union it is poshing 
the idea that membership is 
both desiratde and inevitable. 
Now, however, th^ bdieve 
the European Cmnmissioa’s 


Britain, with a veto 
on tax change, 
is not as vulnerable 
as sceptics claim 


aiwg ie market commissioner, 
Mario Monti, and the German 
finance director. Oskar Lar 
have handed them 
the means to derail an 
apparently seamless run 
towards eoro membership: 
tax. 

In broad terms the tax de- 
bate can be summed up in me 
word, harmonisation — in 
crude terms, bringing UK tax 
rates into line with those else- 
where in Europe. Mr Mond, 
fyr example, is keen to haiv 
mop ise VAT, energy and ex- 
cise dudes. Mr Lafontame 
wants to bring corporate 
taxes into line, to introduce a 
Europe-wide wtdiholding tax 
— tax deducted at source — 
on savings, and is reported to 
have added income tax to his 
wish list 

Eoroseeptles have been 
qoidc to pounce, arguing that 
VAT harmonisation will 
amot^ oQier thlng g . 


dearer food and children's 
doti^ that withholding tax 
will hit trading in Euro- 
bonds. centred In the City, 
with the loss of ^bs and eam- 
iig. ^rmonising corporate 
faBHM will mean higher UK 
taxi^ removing a oompetldve 
edge in the battle to lure in- 
ward investment, and a fur- 
ther surrender of sovereignty. 
And ediat could be more po- 

t^ a weapon in the and-euro 

l^opi^anda battle tban the 
thought (tf hitler income tax? 

It is not just a qt^don of 
tbe UK against the rest The 
debate embraces the idea of 
endli% some 86 tax bieaks, 
on^ 10 of whldi are in opera- 
turn in the UK. 

Nor is it a one-way street 
Harnmnislx^ excise taxes. Got 
gMmpia, would bring soob 
UK rates down, not least on 
alcohol and peti^ 

Nor is Britain as vulnerable 
to Brussds/Bonn schemes as 
the Eurosoeptics would sug- 
gest EU rules mean that Brit- 
ain h«j8 a veto on tax dianges. 
Gordon Brown, the Chancel- 
lor, has been quick to insist 
that fiscal policy is a matter 
foe him, not his counterparts 
in Europe. 

But why are the Europeans 
suddenly trying to pu^ the 
tax agemla forward? To an ex- 
tent fiiey are only carrying on 
a trend. hag 

been trying to harmonise 
some tax cates for years. 

The argument is that differ- 
ent rates tax may “distoid’ 
decision mairing, persuading 
people to make dlUerent 
choices from those they 
would have made If tax rates 
had been equaL 

For Mr Monti a level tax 
playing field In araaa like mc- 
cise duty and VAT will make 
the single market work 
bettor. 

Mr Lafontaine’s intervec- 
tion is someirtiat difibrenL He 
Is widely tagged as a *tax and 
spend” finance minister, but 
his tiro key concerns are 
more fiian Old Labour with a 
German accent 

Germany is worried that 
low rates Of corporation tax 
in places like Ireland and Bd- 
giu^ rather more fiian tbe 
Ihuted IQDysdom, put it -at a 
disadvantage. It wants a 
Euro-wlde withholding tax to 
stop German savers from 
sticking their cash into ofiT- 
i^iore accounts dodging 
tbe German tax authorities. 


German 

candour 

on tax 

plans 

upsets 

Blair 


Latest move in 
integration 
drive puts 
London on 
defensive 



Mich ael White 
PttimeM Editor 


N ot for the first time in 
Britain's turbulent 
post-war rations with 
its cousins acatiss the Cban- 
neL the Government was last 
night forced on to the defen- 
sive as France and Germany 
raced ahead towards yet an- 
other distant Euro-goaL 
This time It was tax har- 
monisation, an ambition 
restate by G^hard 8chr6der 
and Lionel Jospin at their 


French prime minister JcB]^ Fimidi i»«sldeiit Jaqnes Chirac, and Gennan Chancellor GeAard SefooOer at a Potsdam prass confoe^ 

which John M^or routinely 
suffered and Margaret 

Thatcher relished. 

Contrary to the Prime Min- 
ister's cherished hope, to 
restore Britain’s r^nrtation 
as a constrmetive -but distinc- 
tive Euro-plaj^r, it created 
the fiamniar impresslon ttot 
London is a gain being side- 
lined ^ the Bonn-Faris avig 
Subject to the promued teS- 
erendum Britain will eventu- 
ally join the singia currency 
on Europe's terms, lhat too is 
a femfUar stoty. 


Potsdam gumwii/- , with an 
added nourish from Ger- 
many’s finance minister. Os- 
kar Lafontalne. that the EU 
rules should be dianged so 
that unanimity is no longer 
required among the EU 15 to 
pursue that goaL 
The liannonisation of key 
tax policies — the next step 
after next month's arrival of 
the single currency — is the 
latest move in the steady 
drive towards European in- 
tergration which has beem the 
hallmark of the Franco-Ger- 


man aniflTtfw since Adeneor 
and de Gaulle buried their 
countries’ ancient Brnwitiag 
with an embrace 40 years aga 

British diplomats insist 
they have no ambition to 
daimige i-*****- afiiance, "quali- 
tatively different from all 
other relations in Europe be- 
cause of their bad relations in 
the past”, as one put it last 
night. 

It Is also the core of EU sta- 
bility. Whatever friendly 
overtiires Mr Schroder’s new 
centre-left regime makes 


towards Ltmdon. Britain has 
opted to stay out of the single 
currmicy and Is thus eluded 
fimn the Enro-X committee 
ai^ the Cmxtral Bank which 
will manag w anil Tnnnffr> r ItS 
prepress. No atnonrit of Trea- 
sury veiblagB can disguise 
the price of selfexduslon. 
Most British governments 
have dragged their heels, 
then joined Europe late on 
Europe’s terms, since the 
1980a. -Except for its upbeat 
ritoorlc To^ Blair’s govern- 
ment is no different 


But it is trying to be differ- 
oit What Mr Blair, Gordon 
Brown and Robin Cook want 
to do is w ea v e a network 
Enro-allianees on different 
igs i.'ifBt, fimn tax to aifina 
training, reorganisation of 
the defence industries and en- 
tr^ieneurship, defence talks 
witii Italy, employmeot talks 
wi& Spain there is scope for 
pacts and swapping 

policies. 

AH the same,.for Mr Blair 
yesterday’s tax candour was 

the fphiil of Pfnhar r aasmpnt 


Ian Traynor profiles the 
German minister, dubbed the 
European from Hell, who is 
pitching for a level playing 
field, which would mean the 
end of tax havens 


O SKAR Lafon- 
taine’s love afihir 
with France Is 
aesthetic, culi- 
nary and political. 
The German social demo- 
cratic leader and finance min- 
ister speaks fluent French. 

His offices in Borm serve 
the best Fcendi food and wine 
availal^ in tbe city beyond 
the . confines of the French 
ambassador's sumptuous res- 
idence. He is a fan of tbe 
French ^te’s dlrigiste man- 
ner of conducting affeirs. 

And yesterday his Franco? 
phiUa received anotiier boost 
when a summit of the French 
and German govenunents in 
Potsdam — Mr Lafontaine’s 
first fonqal summit with the 
French agreed to 

Strengthen ties by siting a 
Franco-German university in 
Saarbruecken, Mr Lafon- 
taine's borne town on the 
French border. 

Chancellor Gerhard 
Schroder and his main ad- 
viser, Bodo Hombach, both on 
file right of the SPD, may har- 
bour ambitions to ui^rade 
Germany’s relations with 
Britain, inevitably at the ex- 
pense of the traditionally 
dose ties with France. But Mr 
Lafixrtaine is having none of 
it 

For the past three years 
France and Germany have 
be«i fighting fiercely over the 
rules for running the single 
European currency — knovm 
as the stability pact » the 
powers of the European cen- 
tral bank, and tbe relation- 
ship between monetary, fiscal 
and economic poUcymajtii^ 
Suddoily the row is over 
since Mr Lafontalne espouses 
the French position, bashing 
the central bankers, calling 
for coordination of monetary 
and economic policy, and aug- 
mentii^ the stability pact 
witii a European "jote pact” 
which turns employment and 
economic growth into para- 
mount goals the EU paral- 
Id to the central bank's task 
of ensuring monetary stabQ- 
ity and low Inflation. Mr La- 
fontaine, married to the 
economist Christa MOUer 
with whom be coouthored a 
recent book on gfobalisation 
and who has been generating 
native headlines in Ger- 
many because of her alleged 
influence on the finance min- 
ister. has erupted on to tbe 
German natimial and Euro- 
pean political stages since the 
SPD election triumph in 
September. 

He has quickly become tbe 
European fiom Hell for the 
British tabloid and Euroscep- 
tie media because, unique^ 
among a Schrdder adntinis- 
tration that appears indeci- 1 


slve and unprepared for 
power, he knows what he 
wants, how to go about get- 
ting it. and relishes tiie rows 
and Goatrov«isie& he inspires. 

He picked a fight over lnto> 
est rates with the German 
central bank ~ not usually 
advisable in Gennany. But 
his real target is the Euro- 
pean central bank which will 
be running the single cur- 
rency from January. 

He has also sparked a row 
through his advocacy of “har- 
monised taxes" on companies 
and on interest earnings 
across the European Union. 

AU the dynamism and sub- 
stance visible from tbe gov- 
ernment ranks over tbe past 
month have been initiated by 
MrLafbntaine. 

He beefed up his own port- 
folio powers at the expense of 
tile economies ministry by in- 
sisting on being given tbe lat- 
ter’s responsibility for Euro- 
pean economic policy 

nmltine. 

Anned with these new pow- 


He picked a 
fight over 
interest rates 
— but his real 
target is the 
European 
central bank 


ere, he promptly began laying 
out his vision of “a more 
social Europe”, r^lected in 
yesterday's Franco-German 
call for “progress .also in the 
social dimension of European 
unification." 

Ultimatoy, he wants a levd 
playing fldd across the Euro- 
pean Union or the single ear- 
rmicy zone which er^icates 
competitive advantages In fis- 
cal. investmmit. and wages 
policy for member states. 
That means tax havens like 
the Cluuuto Islands, tbe Isle 
of Mfen. and Luxembiug, have 
to go. 

It also means, in stark con- 
trast to tbe government of 
Helmut Kohl which wanted to 
keep employment policy 
under national remit Europe- 
wide macro-economic policies 
aimed at creatlx^ jobs and 
triggering growth. 

All the sig^ are that Mr 
Lafontalne will embark seri- 
ous on his agenda with tbe 
launch of the euro next 
month as it coincides wifo 
Germany's EU presidency. 


Brown backs ‘doomed’ effort 
to delay end of duty-free 


Btephen Bates in Bn ivt e la 


T he Chancellor Gordon 
Brown yesterday gave his 
baddng to German efforts to 
postpone the abolition of du^ 
flree sales but warned the 
move was unlikely to 
succeed. . 

The European Union 
agr^ in 1991 to scrap the £1 
bOlion-a-year duty five sales 
industry next summer, de- 
spite warnings of job losses . 
induding up to 20J)0Q in the 
UK. and hi^er forte as ferry 
oompanlte and airport opera- 
tors tried to compoasate for 
lost revenue. 

But yesterday Mr Brown 
said:. “We have always aaii i i 
that were there an opportu- 
nity to look at this again we 
were prepared to do so. Tbe 
British Government's posi- 
tion has been consistent. 
Where there is nwammiiy we 
would support It But I don't 
want to raise anyone’s 
expectations." 

Unto t^ German dection 
campaign summer, Ger- 
many supported abditioa and 
only Ireland was for a 
review. Now Gerhard Sdiroe- 
der's government has said it 


would like a review. And 
French prime mimster Liond 
Jospin has OQ0 

of his M^, who represents 
Calais, to conduct a jobs as- 
sessment on the effect of 
abolition. 

The Eunqpean' Commission, 
which still stron^y supports 
abolition in the foce of a con- 
certed lObbsring gawipaign by 
the industry and transport 
unions, has reftised to reopen 
the issue. Brussels ofiicials 
daiming that many goods on 
offer could be bought more 
cheaply elsewhere. 

The Commission argues 
that duty tree is an outdated 
tax concession which bendits 
only the minority of citizens 
who travd abro^, for which 
those who stay at home have 
to pay in higher costs. And it 
says the industry will have 
had eight years to prepare, 
pointing out it spent the 
time building more shopping 
iTialls in terminals inatoai^ 

Yesterda/s move by the 
chancellor is widely seen as a 
shift in stance with officials 
admitting it Is a diversionary 
tactic. ‘We have to have some- 
thing to give the punters back 
home. It won’t go anywhere,” 
one official said. 


Court victory for supermarket chain in ‘barmy Parma drama’ 


RoryCamll 


I TALIAN meat producers 
yesterday lost a renewed 
court attempt to the 
Asda supermarket chain firom 
sljHng and packing Paiina 
ham in Britain. 

Tbe Court of Appeal 
lejected a complaint firom the 
Codsorzlo del Prosdutio di 
Parma, a trade association, 
that Asda’s product was not 


genuine because it was pro- 
cessed outside the Parma 
region in the Po Valley. 

Asda celebrated by setting 
up a stall ontside the law 
courts in London with a plac- 
ard hailing the end of “The 
Barmy Parma Drama". 

The three judges upheld a 
High Court ruling In January 
that the chain, which buys 
fiom one of the bigg est pro- 
ducers in EWma. fonirf 
tbe name Parma Ham even 


though the air-cured meat 
was ^ced and packed by Hy- 
grade Foods Ud of Cor^iam, 
Wiltshire. 

jUi Asda spokesman said it 
was a victory for the con- 
sumte. “Our product is priced 
at 2 JS 8 p per gram, while our 
Ctometitors sell It. at around 
Iliis actum was about os 
tryfi^ to bring down tto price 
of shopping for UR consumers. 

“Whether it be in Panna, 
Pudsey, Plymouth or Perth, 


with the full backing of 
today’s ruling we will con- 
tinue to slice and pack our 
ham wherever we can guar- 
antee to keep prices perma- 
nently low." 

According to Italian law, 
tbe ham must be fidly pre- 
pared for sale in Panna under 
the control of the Consorzto, 
which has police-like powers 
to enforce the rules. 

The Consoixio, which was 
refused leave to appeal to tibe 


House of Lords, had ai^ed 
that it was backed by Euro- 
pean Union regulations 
which prot^ the designa- 
tions of origin of agricultoral 
products and foodstuSb. 

The judges ^preed the i^n- 
lations made Parma ham a 
protected designatini of ori- 
gin but did not to.nilte 
on slicing and pacMng. 

The Ttaiiflne had dalmed 
that Parma ham’s reputatiem 
as a delicacy depended on 


producers’ rigorous controls. 

Low humidity mniipg the 
salt-rich Parma hills ideal for 
ewi^ There are 5,600 recK- 
*“*®d pig breeders an<i 220 
sfoughterers. Laws regulate 
the type ctf pigs use^ their 
roaring conditions, diet and 
slaughtering procedures. 

.81^ the 1980s the Coaso^ 
aio to launched 300 sets of 
legal proceedings outside 
it^ to protect its name. 

Yesterday's ruling was just 


one in a series ofwran^es lit 
volving food stild under the 
name of an area. European 
laws protect the names cer^ 
tain famous products, includ- 
ing Champagne and cheeses 
such as StUton, Swaledale 
and Single Gloucteter. 

The same rules have pre- 
vented Judy Bell, a Yorkshire 
farmer, from selling feta 
chetee, which can appv only 
to sheep or goat milk churned 
in Greece. Pending an appeal 


Qiis month. Mrs Bell has also 
been stopped fiteu calling her 
product Yorkshire Fetta or 
Fheta. 

The name Cheddar to be- 
come so widely used that the 
EU says it cannot stop otoer 
producers fiom using it. 

Brewers sudi as Newcastle 
Brown Ale, Kentish Ale and 
Rutland Bitter are protected. 
A French efifort to end restric- 
tions on Cornish clotted 
cream has recently foiled. 
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Christmasappeal 


T HEGnardianis 

lannching its first 
Chxistmas appeal 
for charities today, 
tat response to 
requests fittm readers. 

National snre^^ show 
Guardian, readers are twice 
as likely as the a'verage to 
give donations to charity. 
Now is yonr chance to re- 
affirm the evidence (tf'these 
surveys, which suggest onr 
readership donates more 


The charities you 
will be supporting 




than ftgg mllKmi try nhnp jfy - 

every year. 

We have selected three 
s mall hnt aaowlMg etiainti^ , 
EachtacMss root caus es. . 
rather than Just api^tylng 
palUafiyes to serious prob>, 
lems. They are widely 
respected within the dkia]> 
ity world. We have intenr 
tionally selected charities . 

repr esen ting 

areas — domestic poverty, * 
overseas aid, and file 
environment. 

We are also giving read- 
ers a fiirfiier cation of sup- 
porting fills yrar’s winners 
of the G uardia n tewDod 
award, the leading annual 
competition for small 
charities. 

Details of each are pro- 
vided below, and fixrther 
report s will follow over the 
next few wedks. 

neadexs can smid in a geiir 
eral donation, which will he 
distEibnted among an tibe 
<±arities.orgpecifiyttieFSP, 
WaterAld (O' the Soil Associ- 
ation. RiEther donafiou de- 
tails ate on fids page. 






Water aid. . .Big benefits at relatively low cost 






ri 





The Soil Association . . .Has been championing organic fiamiing since 1945 


Family Service tlnzts 
The Family Service Units 
woiiE to scqpport Britain’s poor- 
est femUies and provides oner- 
gBoc^ and term services 
in some dT tbe countay's most 
deprived mner city areas. 

‘The ;FSU delivers help at 
grassroots level — oCDaing 
support or counselling for 
people eqierienclng such diffi- 
culties .as dranestic vlolaic^ 
tnillying. or coping with mesa- 
tal health probtons ix Aids. 

Units also woik to h^ 
young flxm de^aived 

fimnies get a good start in life, 
organising parenting 
helping with creches, oSaing 
pre-seboed and 



ing disaffected adolescents ex- 
duded firm schooL 
They also provide emer- 
gency suf^iori, nffering every- 
thing from ccomnunal washing 
machines and tetepheues. to 
advisers vdio can. h<>ip with 
hsicfits "While we rec- 
(%nlse that the nature of pov- 
erty has fhang pri over the 
years, its results fix faminpg 
are the same: inequality, 
of cqpportunity and social ez- 

rinsinn V^y few in OUT SOCj- 
dy actud^ suffix hunger, but 
poor housing and malnutiitimi 
doe to poor diet are still iHeva- 
lent," said Naomi Eisenstadt, 
the FSU chief e se c utlv a, Tbe 
FSU-has dpfiw! critics by dm- FamHy Serive Unite . Omsstoote help m semm of the most deprived areas 


m ml ruling that ft pnecIMa {0 

prevoit fiamfiy breakdown by 
offerii^ 8upp(^ to help pecftle 
survive tb^ problems. 

WaterAld 

Some 1.4 blUlOQ pepifle — a 
quarter of tbe world’s popula* 
tion — cannot pour them- 
selves a glass of clean wa t er. 
More than 2 billion do not 
have access to proper sanita- 
tion. And every hour about 
GOO people die because the 
available water is contami- 
nated. inadequate or zum- 
existent 

But WaterAid stresses tbe 
dtuation can be radially im- 
proved relatively dieeply- 

It provides clean, safe 
drinking water to devdoplng 
cmmtries. It works with com- 
munities, providing them 
with equiiHn^ and skOls to 

twiOri awrt mai ntain gya tama 

But because health im- 
provemoits do not emne from 
dean water alone. WaterAid 
also iriiehiiig effective sanita- 
tion systons and tries to Im- 
prove pubUc hygiene through 
education programmes. 

*The vital, gut-'wrenching 
point is that there are more 
than a billion people in tbe 
world who do not have access 
to dean water,” said John 
Lane, the director. ’Tn a soci- 
ety where we have found 
water on the moon. I find that 
a staggering and totally unac- 
ceptaUe Inequality.” 

Clean water and the health 
improvements which come 
with it provide a sound base 
for Ihture deveU^iment 

Tt forms a vital building 
block for eversrthing else 
these people want to do to 
t^anp B their lives,” Mr t 
said. “And because the sys- 
tems are so cost-effective, 
pounds 10 is enough on ave]> 
age to set up one person with 
water supplies.” 

The Soil Association 
The association has been 
championing organic fanning 
in Britain since 1945, and 
studies the impact modem 
agriculture has on the health 
of humans and animalc and 
on the environment 

It has recently turned its at- 
tention to . campaigning 
against genetic engixieering 
and the use of antibiotics £ 

I intensive forming. 

Patrick Holden, director of 
the Soil Association, said: 
”BSE and all the other recent 
food crises have shocked the 
public into an awareness that 
sennething is fandamantaTly 
wrong with our agriculture. 

“The Soil Association is not 
about prodding organic fiaod 
for middle class pe^e 
can afford it It is a question 
of fundamentally chang in g 
agricultural practice, which 
we believe will be b enefirial 
to everyone’s haaith 

”For 52 years we have been 
ai^u^ that iutmsive form- 
tag is nOt oxapatihle with 


BRITAIN 5 

TMsuardian 

Christmas Charity Appeal 

To make a donation to the Guardian 
Christmas Charity Appeal pfione with a credit 
or debit card or complete the Ibrni below 

Call 0990 199 515 

cost less than a first dass stunp 

IwWilodoratofilO^ £25D eson OtharE 


I Sqs my doiMlioD to go to: 

VMuAld □ 

Pvifly Service Units □ 

SidAssocisSon n 

fo be dshfiMJted between the five 
etarfUa film fi»Gi»fianJervinod Award □ 

To be (Bstribuied equaiy among die above □ 

Pteese indude a cheque or postal order (made payaMe to the 
Giiadtoi)i or canqileto ciedtflMta card deitoto below. Please 
noto that we are inabie to acsept Switeh payments. 


Expirydate i Vi.l l 
MiyMi8/MiaB/Ms_^ 


.InMaKs). 


How maiV times a week do you buy the Guardian? 

How itiany limes a month do you buy the Observer? 

Please tick box fi you vwMdd Dee to receive infiormaUon from 
the Guanfian or companies screened by us □ 

Pteaa serxi tte coinpieted cottoon wRh your donalion to; 
GuaidtaB Chrisliiiae Charily Appeal, MS, Abbey House, 
74-76 St John St Londoi^ ECIM 4JB 

Plespe do not send cash. PlBKV note that credh card donatkins new a Biian bank 
chaqo that wB to deducted frorn yow donation. Cans cInroBd at latttiat rates, 
ikies are open 24 hows eitayiiie0 03ni/99. 


healthy fo rming ” 

Jerwood •winners 
The Guardian Jerwood is tbe 
leading award for excrilence 
among smaller voluntary 
groups. This year's fi've win- 
ners are also to receive* 
money from the Christmas 
Appe^ 

Deafhlind UE provides sup- 
port for pec^ile who are both 

deaf and liUnH _ t<»arhiTig 

them to communicate witii 
their families. 

Habitat for Hiunaoity is a 
housing charity which aima 
to break down sectarian bar- 
riers in Belfest by encourag- 
*ing people from all parts of 


the community to come 
together to build themseta'es 
affordable new homes. 

Jessie's Fund takes music 
therapy into children's hos- 
pices to work with sick and 
dying childreu. 

Free Form Arts Trust 
works all over the country 
briagii^ tc^tber artists and 
architects with communities 
to co-operate cm urban r^n- 
eration projects, helping 
people improve their 
nei^bourhoo^ 

Walsall Carers Centre is a 
local organisation offering 
support for carers of all ^es 
and providing speciaUist help 
for young carers. 


Minister overrode advice to ban offai I Doctors urge 


iutV'fr^ 


James MeHde 

J OHN MacGr^M* •will 
tell the BSE inquiry 
today that he went 
over the heads'of sci- 
eotlQc advisers to ban beef 
^fel from food supplies in 
1989 because he was worried 
atxmt seeming healthy cat- 
tle infecting humans. 

The former agricultore min- 
ister. respoDsiUe for tbe key 
pjawir in UmiHrig the risk of 
human BSE, said in 
a written statement last night 
that the action was needed “to 
reassure the public and safe- 
guard public health”. 

He was particularly con- 
cerned that offal was going 
into food [nm cattle that did 
not show riassic “mad cow” 
signs but were still incubat- 
ing tbe disease. 


I The move is hailed as the 
I most important -measure of 
j the BSE crisis, b'elptaig ‘to 
prevent complete meltdown 
(^the industry when the link 
between BSE and its human 
equivalent new variant CJD, 
was acknowledged in 1996. 

Because of long tneubation 
periods, the 32 people who 
have died of the disease are 
assumed to have, been in- 
fected in the 1980s, even 
fiuni^ it has become dear 
that rules enfinrclng the 
In slaughterhouses were 
floated in later years. 

In 1989, indi^iendent advi- 
sers on the Southwood com- 
mittee and some senior civil 
servants saw no reason to 

ra ctwnmgnd prOhlMtiOn. 

Mr MacGr^or, who will g^ 
(ural evidence to the inquiry 
today, is now given much of 
the credit for lnsi.sting on the 


measure. But be said in his 
statenient there had been 
“consid^hle' speculation” 
about •who ori ginally pro- 
posed Qie ban. ”1 susp^ ... 
anumberofns, including my- 
seU; came independently to 
the ronrliMion .that thla waS 
I the ri^it •way to proceed.” 

Sir Richard Sonthwood’s 
I committee, which reported in 
February 1989, had suggested 
that baby food mannfecturers 
Qhonid avoid some oSkl but 
, had not recommended a legal > 
I han. Mr MacGregor thought 
! 1ag1glaH(yp neceSSBiy — Aod 
I quiddy considered whether a 
I wider baa should be inqiosed. 

' He sought other sdentifie , 
: argumwits and by early June 
Ms vets provided him with a i 
list of parts 'C€ the aniTnal 
Triiere the infective for : 
BSE might he present hdbre I 
the disease became obvious. ! 


In a meeting with Sir Rich- 
ard on June 9. tbe minister 
pointed to several concents, 
ino'hirtlng growing moaomoT- 
pressure for an oflbl ban and 
the inability to control every 
market giang hforhoin ffft , 

Mr MacGr^or’s statement 
said: “Alttaou^ we held very 
firmly to the view that action 
dioald be based on the best sd- 
oitific eridence, the oombina- 
tkoi of an fiiese other foehns 
suggested time was a case for 
going wider than baby food 
and benning the ‘Southwood’ 
rrffaie of an bovine animals.” 

The former minister said 
Sir Richard described the 
recommendation on baby 
food as "a counsd of extreme 
prudence” and that “if mte 
took farther action without 
sdentifie evidence. It would 
be difiOcult to decide where 
the line should be drawn”. 


NFU’s sunnier 
outlook after 
1998 slump 


Jmms Meade 

F ARMERS’ leaders yester- 
day talked of bouncing 
back from the worst crisis 
since the 19308, even as new 
estimlates underlined their fi- 
nancial problems. 

Falls in income this year of 
a third or a half — depending 
on key indicators of the 
health offonoing — were pre- 
dicted, but the National 
Farmers' Union said next 
year could be brighter. 

recent weakening of 
the pound, the world prices 
recovery and the resiunptidn 


of beef e^orts next year all 
ofibred hope, as Nick Brown, 
the Agriculture Minister, 
called on the industry to work 
to end forming’s boom-bust 
record of recent years. 

For the US's total income 
flxxn forming in 1998, the Gov- 
ernment forecasts a drop of a 
third, from about £3.4 bOlion 
to £2.3 billion. » a figure 
based on the net income to 
formers and their partners, 
directors, spouses and otbo: I 
femily woclmrs. The NFU ar- 1 
gued that a truer figure — ot 
just over £1.1 billion — would 
emerge if form incomes were 
stripp^ the labour contri- 
bution of the formers’ fom- 
Hies and colleagues. Both fig- 
ures include most of the 
£l20million rescue package 
that will bdp cut expected 
losses for hill forms but do lit- 
tle for much of tbe industry. 


Ancients top the philosophy ratings 


John Ezard on how Plato and Aristotle 
beat ‘overrated’ Marx and Denida 


T hose bearded 2,400- 
year-old Greeks 
Plato and Aristotle 
still nile tbe roost in 
philosophy. Earl Marx’s 
reputation has withered 
away. IMlodems like Der- 
rida, Foacanlt and Sans- 
sore are dismissed as hope- 
lessly over-inflated. • 

These are the unexpected 

resnlts of the biggest Inter- 
nattamal opinion survey yet 
carried among philosophy 
students and academics. 

The finitingB, to be pub- 
lished on Friday, ^pear to* 
undemiine the view that 
recent ttnguistie or stmetor- 
altet philCMKiFherB are gaim 

ifig pp ffRie p naeS. 

They also snggest that 
metaphysical Issues . abofut 
the iwftawing of life Still Pte- 
oecosv NindftntB and their 
teadim for more than ques- 
tions of wfaetbor the woxid is 
socially constructed 

through words. 

The survey,-by The FbHos- 
oidiiexs’ Magazine, drew 
ponses firom - 860 • stndeiiits 
and teachers. It plaoes Aria- 
tofie and Plato dear top of 
those who have ’’contrib- 
uted most to the advance- 
ment of human undeistandr 
taM”. Ibe most esteemed dx 
were: Aristotle. 188 voteto 
Plato, 158: Sant '182; I^ietz- 
sche, 114; Wittgenstein. Ill: 
Hume, 89. The pac e nni aTl y 
controversial Prledricb 


Ifietesche also came third in 
the Hst of most oveaxated 
iddlosophers. 

Wtttgenstadn, who wrote: 
’’Wbereof one cannot speak, 
thereof one must be cUeatt”, 
is Che only 20Qi cent nr y 
ibtMfcef in • the panthe o n. 
Last ni^t Jeremy Stan- 
the magazine’s cc^ 
founder, said Oils mlsht be 
pertly becanse Derek Jar- 
man's 1993 film had gdven 
him a high profile. 

niongh the magarine calls 
Jacques Denida “an. inters 
iMiHnnai ' iooin of cuttuxal 
studies”, he easfiy .topped, 
•with 108 votes, •ttae poH on 
pfaflosepher “iriiose contil- 
botUm to the snldect has 
b een most ovenatedT’. 

Marx was second, with 90, 
C^wed by Nletesche (87), 
Heideggn* (78>, Kant (71) 
and Descartes- (6Q. Martin 
Hddegger, a once highly 
fashionable ^stentiallst 
who died in I’OTS, remains 
*o4wtcMi by dtarges. of-Nari 
affiabovatiion. 

Jean Foacanlt straddled 
both polls bnt attracted 
. muted enthusiasm. Hie- got 
only 26 votes -among - ad- 
udred phflos qtftoce and 56 
gmrnig the oveHrated. - ■ • 

Votes wme east on the Xa- 
temet and at philosophy 
confbrenees. Some 45 per 
cent of votes came firom the 
United States, 15 ptor cent 
fbom Britain, JO per cent 


from Canada and most of 
the rest from Europe. 

A¥iTinBiiw»fHg the results, 
'^10 magazine says they may 
rtelect a degree of Eogfiah- 
iqrffllrtnC Mgc. - Wmtiw u ital 

philosophy is notorlbtisly 
sniffed at by AjD^lo-Sazon 
pbUosopheie”. 

However, voting patterns 
coDSiatenfly show^ Aris* 

tofie as the world's frivomlte 
philosc^Iier and Derrida as 
the- nu^ iwfig*pA- The US 
was one of the eountzies 
iriiere alarm was recenfiy 
voiced at the qpread (XTEuro* 
poan im gnwrfic tqqiroaches. 
In the last 18 two 

professor^ Alam So- 
kal and Jean Briemont, 
have caused academic- up- 
roar wMh iheSr book Int^ 
lectnal Impostures. This 
charges numerous Euro- 
pean theorists .with fla- 
grantly misunderstandlii^ 
science, especially phytocs, 

; in their academic wxitingB. 

Derrida's riposte to the 
hook was to say: "Poor So- 
kal”. Last night Dr Siam 
groom said the survey 
showed Sokal and Briemont 
need not have wonied. The 
Emn^ean tnfin«wwg fo intd.- 
lectual circles had been 
overestimated. 

On Karl. Man’s poor 
showing. Dr Stangroom. 
said: "Events .in eastern 
Bun^ and the coPapse of 
the Soviet Unkm have had a 
huge . Impact on his 
reputation”. 

’The PMosophera' Magazine can 
pa ordered - on 

www.pHlo8opher8.catec 








babywalkers 
to be banned 


Sarah Bosefoy 
HaaRb Correspondent 


B abywalkers 

should be banned, say 
doctors, because they 
cause many Injuries 
to small dtildren, who are 
often left in them unsup- 
eivised by parents unaware 
of tbe dangers. 

In one of two articles cm tbe 
issue in tbe journal Injury Pre- 
vention, published today, Den- 
ise Kmdrick of the division of 
gtoieral' practice at Nottlng- 
ham university medical school 
gai«i parmts thoi^t walk- 
ers as a means at keeping the 
fthiiri quiet and safe and en- 
couraging them to mobile. 
But according to the Royal 
Society for the Prevmtion of 
Aeddents, about4,000 diUdren 
a year are injured in than. 

“There have been repeated 
ffaiig for a ban on babywalker 
manufocture and sale, and as 
health professionals we 
should support such cam- 
paigns," said Dr Kendrick. 

Previous research has ' 
shown that between 12 and SO 
per cent of children put in 
babywalkers suffered inju- 
ries, usually to the head and 
foce. In toe most common ac- 
cidents. the child hits an ob- 
stacle and topples the 
bahywalker over, or fells 
down the steiis. 

Tbe studies published today 
looked at the widespread use 
of babywalkers in Britain and 
the United States. Research in 
Nottingham among 1.600 
parents with children aged 


one to three years showed 
that tbe 50 per cent who used 
the walkers were likely to be 
careless of safety in other 
respects, such as not having a 
stairgate or a fire guard. 
did not consider their chil- 
dren to be at higher risk of 
head injuries, fractures, 
bruises and bums. 

In the American study, 
most parents thought 
babywalkers were good for 
the child’s development, 
when there was no evidence 
of this. “Paediatricians have 
repeatedly stated that infant 
walkers have no value and in- 
crease injuries," said Miriam 
Baron and colleagues at Lou- 
isiana state university school 
of medicine in New Orleans. 
“The American Academy' of 
Paediatrics recommends a 
ban on the manufocture and 
sale of infont walkers." 

The Nottingham research 
showed that two thirds of 
children who suffered a 
walkerrelafed injury contin- 
ued to be placed in them, said 
tbe authors, who recom- 
mended a return to tbe play- 
pen for parents who use walk- 
ers for "baby-sitting”. 

RoSPA said smne walkers 
did not meet toe British stan- 
dards laid down for 
manufocturers. 

David Jenkins, the society’s 
product safety adviser, said it 
first became concerned 20 
years ago after a child 
crashed through a glass door 
in a babywalker. It had to be 
written on the packaging and 
on the walker that the baby 
must be supervised, he said. 


Ulster peace talks leader 
hails unsung hero Mojor 


Jacques Denida: topped poll as tbe most overrated philosopher PHorooRAeftsirevspYKe 


RmyCarron 

G eorge Mltcben, the for- 
mer US senator who bro- 
kered Northern Ireland’s 
Good friday Agreement, win 
temi^t depart from his trade- 
mark discretion and single 
out John Major as the unsung 
hero of toe peace proc^ 

The former prime minister, 
accused of blundering be- 
cause tbe IRA abandon^ its 
first ceasefire, has been un- 
folily eluded from tbe adu- 
lation that has washed over 


Tony Blair, Mr Mitchell says. 
“Because he first involved me 
in toe process, and because I 
know him well, T have been 
disappointed that his contri- 
bution has not been properly 
recognised, especially in toe 
US.” 

Concerned lest the present 
government should hog the 
history books at the expense 
of those who did the donkey- 
work, he traces the Good Fri- 
day deal to the 1985 Anglo 
Irish agreement and the 
Downing Street Declaration 
signed by Mr kfejor in 1993. 
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6 WORLD NEWS 


Brother of 


leading Iraqi 
dissident 
found dead 


IBch ard Norton-T^ylor 


T he brother of the 
leader of ao Ira^i op- 
positi(»j group backed 
by CIA and MI6 
has been found dead In the 
Jordanian capital Amman, 
hav ing apparently committed 
suicide. But his death 
p^mpted speculation that he 

had been killed by agents 
Rarirtaiti Hussein. 

Emad AlawL aged 55, the 
brother of Ayad Alawi who 
heads the Irsiqi National Ac- 
cord (^A>. was found dead 
on Saturd^ with a gtmshot 
wound to the head outside his 
Amman flat. 

Jordanian security sendees 
were quoted yesterday as say- 
ing there was evidence of sui- 
cide. Emad Alawi, a business- 
man who left Iraq in 1995, was 
believed to have financial 
problems. Baghdad is under- 
stood to have confiscated his 
assets as a punishment for his 
brother’s defection. 

"Early indications are that 
it was sucide but we cannot 
confirm or deny it," a spokes- 
man for the INA in London 


said yesterday. He said al- 
thou^ Alawi was not active 
in the resistance movement, 
being related to a leader could 
have made him a target 

The London-based Al-f&yat 
newspaper yesterday quoted 
“independent sources" In Jor- 
dan as saying he had died In a 
way suggesting he was killed 
by agents on behalf of the 

Inuii government 

In his first British news- 
paper interview, Ayad Alawi 
— who survived an assassina-- 
tion attempt in London in 
1979 — told the Guardian last 
mon th! “We Understand the 
power structure in Ir^ and 
our policy is to break it down 
so that Saddam will crack." 

While Western intelligexice 
agencies — including MI6 — 
value the INA's networks, its 
critics say the group is pene- 
trated by Iraqi agents. A coup 
attempt by the INA in 1996 
was foiled. 

In London yesterday, pro- 
moters of Indict, a United 
States-ftmded campaign to 
place President Saddam and 
12 of his associates on trial, 
said they believed the sudden 
decision by Barzan al-Tikritl, 



An Iraqi guard of honour at the Martyrs Monument in Bagdad prepares for the ceremony. PHorpoRAm: YMewsoaswKis 


the Iraqi dictator’s half- 
brother, to return to Iraq was 
prompted by fear of arrest 
Mr Barzan recently left his 
post as Iraq’s ambassador to 
the United Nations in 
Geneva. 

Ann Clywd, the Labour MP 
and ^alrperson on Indict 
said; "We believe It is no coin- 
cidence that Barzan chose to 
return to Iraq for the first 
Hrna in almost ntwp years, de- 
spite his very public feud 


with Saddam's murderous 
son, Uday, at just the time 
that Indict had commenced 
pmeflfl ding e a gainst him ” 

Indict has recmitly been 
given $3 million (£L8 miUion) 
by the US Congress. Its press 
conference yesterday was 
attended by Ahmed Chalahi, 
president of the Iraqi 
National Congre^ the most 
prominent OK>o^on gpronp 
and rival to the INA. Dr Cha.- 
labi has just returned fliom 


Tehran. 

Ms Clwyd said: "As head o£ 
Iraqi intelligence, [Barzan] 
was directly responsible for 
widespread acts of murder, 
torture, disappearances, 
extra-judicial executions, ar- 
bitrary detention and rape.” 

She said the fampaign iiad 
been encour^ed 1^ the law 
lords’ ruling last week that 
the former Chilean dictator 
General Angusto Pinochet did 
not have immunity from 


artraditinn. 

Apart ftnm President -Sad- 
dam and his sons Uday and 
Qusay, Indicfs Ust includes 
Vice-President I’aha.-Yasin 
Ramadan and the deputy 
prime minister, Tariq A^z. 

The London-based Iraqi 
Conuminist Party said yestei> 
day that a general named 
Sam!, lAo it sald was a senior 
officer of protocol in foe pres- 
idential palace, had been exe- 
cuted ou Novembtf 19. 



Seth Pxivacky (below), 
accused of mnidering five 
members of taisfomily, 
including his parents 
(above) PHOTOGRAPHS: 
MUSKEGON CHRONICLE 



As another 
small town 
comes to 
terms with a 
multiple 
kiliihg by 
disafTected 
teenagers, gun 
lobbyists go 
to court 
to defend 
Americans’ 
inalienable 
right to 
bear arms, 
complaining 
that a new 
federal law 
makes buying 
weapons more 
difficult. 
Michael 
Ellison 
in New York 
reports 



FBI special agent Linda Vizi shows weapons recovered dunxie a shoot-out with police on the New Jqrsey Turupike in 
September, nieyinclnde an M-16. an AE-47, a Mac-11 and assorted pistols. photograph: DAMELHuuBHZBtMP 


American gun clubs go to war on new law 



TWm Cimrdian Wednesday Dececober 2 1998 


U NITED STATES gun 
dubs went to court 
yesterday to Rght for 
their inalienable 
rl^t to bear arms on the 
same day as an lA-year-old 
was aceu^ of shooting dead 
five members of his fen^. 

The National Rifle Associa- 
turn (NRA) claimed that d^t 
new laws on buying guns vio- 
lated their privacy, a point 
lost on foe people of Dalton, 
Michigan. Two school 
friends, Seth Prlvad^ and 
Steven Wallace, are accused 
of murdering Seth's fefoer, 
mother, gran^foer, brother 
and his brother’s girlfHend. 
There was no known motive. 

Action by foe NRA came as 
a national system was intro- 
duced to run instant back- 
ground chedcs on peo|fle buy^ 
ing guns. It is aimed at 


leduci]^ the time taken to 
gather foe information from 
five days to five minutes. 
Reasons for refosing a cus- 
tomer indude criminal and 
domestic-violence conviedoos 
and mental Alness. 

The measure HaH an instant 
effect, but for the wrong 
reasons. Gun dealers around 
the country said fo^ bad 
trouble getting through to foe 
Federal Bureau of Investiga- 
tion phone TwwTf hani^ling (ha 
cbec^ Even when they did 
make a connecdon, the com- 
puter had stopped 
functioning. 

"We’re foe hipest whole- 
saler and dealer In the state of 
Indiana and today we have 
not been able to sell one 
sln^ shotgun because all foe 
lines are busy," said Doug 
Eeisler. owner of Keisler 


Police Supply in JeEEIerson- 
ville. Normally at this time of 
year » foe hunting season — 
he sells about 25 shotguns a 
day. 

The system chedss buyers 
at the country's 106,000 li- 
censed dealm against lists of 
people disqualified from own- 
ing guns. An FBI spokesman 
said that of 5,000 calls they 
received, 3.300 were ap- 
proved, 12 reacted and the 
others delayed for more 
inquiries. 

The checks were brou^t in 
under the terms of foe Brady 
Law, named after the press 
secmaiy who was sertoisly 
wounded when John Hinck- 
ley tried to murder President 
Ronald Reagan in issi. That 
law was pawed nearly five 
years ago but rec^ events 
have given it more urgency. 


lest. March two boys, aged 
12 and 13, dressed in camou- 
flage and shot dead four pu- 
pils anri a teacher in an am- 
bush at their school In 
Jonesboro. Arkansas. Ptyiils 
at Westside middle school 


Today we have 
not b^n able 
to sell one 
single shotgun’ 


said they believed that the 
attack had been planned after 
a girl said she did not want to 
go out wifo one of the boys. 
The guns came from foe ho^ 
of the other boy’s 
grandfather. 


The Jonesboro killings 
were part of a series in 
schools over a six-month 

period that rlaimari 15 liv^ 

and included attacks in Mis- 
sissippi, Kentucky and 
OregoiL 

There are said to be guns in 
40 per cent of American 
homes — 200 million 

weapons, or four for ea c h 
child aged between six and 16. 
About 2,200 people aged be 
tween 10 and 19 commit sui- 
cide eatfo year, two-thirds ot 
them wifo a gun. More than 
10,700 people are murdered 
with guns eaefo year. 

New Oiieans and Chicago 
have taken out lawsuits 
agednst gun makers and it is 
thonght that as many as 60 
cities follow suit Chi- 
cago Is <*Ta»niirig 34S3 million 
(£270mniion) against'foe Inr 


dustry, claiming that it 
causes a puMic. nuisance be- 
cause d foe. extra costs to 
police, fire services and 
hospitals. ' 

The NRA claims in its law- 
suit that foe rfwntif under foe 
new measure consUtate a 
r^llster gun owners, con- 
trary to federal law. The FBI 
says that this is not foe pur- 
pose and foat foe infoixnation 
gathered would be' used ^ 
statistical -sampling and 
auditing. 

But Wanrtgnn Costltd Ttir, a 

pressure group based iu 
Washlngtou DC, says foe new 
cbe(to might make access to 
weapons easier for criminals, 
drug users and foe TngTitaTiy 
UL It said foe idd fiveday 
waitiz^ rule was probably 
more foorou^ and provided 
a cooling-offperiod. 


Iran debates female privacy over health 


OendvwAbdo in Tehran 


M edico rules guar- 
anteelne privacy fbr 
women are about to 
tabu- eS^ in Iran after 
years .of debate. FOmale pa- 
tients will soon he treated 
by women paramedics, able 
to bny personal items firom 
women pharmacists and 
' rest in hospital wards firee 
of male intrusion, 
folder a bill expected to 
effect In the coming 
-jtrfnlrfTi Iranian women will 
gain a le^i right to de- 


mand treatment by ftomaia 
doctors. Whenever possible, 
female patients will be 
tended only by women staff. 

But idedU^cal purity has 
been modified by mod^ 
medical reality, nupements 
of the bill Initially de- 
manded that no woman 
should be treated by a 
doctor under any ciicnm- 
stance. They had to conqircH 
ndse because there are not 
enon^ women doctors In 
Iran to meet foe dwmand 

The issue has triggered a 
national debate touching 
i9on religion, culture and 


whether men are more emn- 
petent doctors than women. 
In Iranian society the ''pu- 
xlly” of women is a priority 
unde r women 

are obliged to wear v^Qs 
long clothes wi^iriiig their 
bodies. Yet foere is a ooof 
smsus foat Islamic tmets do 
not bar women firom 
male doctors. 

Proponents of the 
diangfis, sudi as Marziyeh 
Vahid Dastdjmidt a gynaeco- 
logist and one of a handfU 
of women MPs, say women 
should not be required to ex- 
pose foeir bodies to men. 


But critics of the hUl argue 
that prudish wommi living 
in vlUages and smell towns, 
who favour foe measure, 
will lose out because in cei> 
tain fields, sneh as nenrol- 
ogy and brain srience, foere 
are far more ™aie doctors 
foan women. 

Foot thousand doctors 
and medical students signed 
a petition addressed to par- 
liament which listed their 
objections to the measures. 
They argued tiiat a patient 
may fan under the knife of 
an overworked female sni> 
ge<m. or endure long waits 


tor oilier types d treatmoit 
which could eadly be pro- 
vided by male medicad staff!. 

**It is natural in any 
country fbr women to want 
to be gm Injections by 
other womm and men to see 
male doctors, even in 
Europe,'* said Babak Qaraee 
Moqadam, a GP and board 
member of Iran's Medical 
Association. 

"But foere is a practical 
problem. There may be 
fenong h female doctms in 
Giti^ like Tbhran, but th^ 
aren't onn ngh in foe coun- 
tryside.'* In recent years, the 


government has tried to 
address the shmtage d fe- 
uiale gynaecolc^sts. After 
seven years of medical 
schoot students must 
an examination to 
specialists. In the test far 
Sniaecology, most women 
are accepted for a KiiHtaif 
number of positions even 
v^n their scores are lower 
than those of male 
competitois. 

The clash between medi- 
cal reality and IdeoMcal 
concern is particularly 

aaite in places sudi as fertil- 
nydinics. ' 


USInquivy 



Clinton 

fundraising 


Mmifai KoUe fa Waahlngtsn 


T he Republican-coA- 
tndled committee foat 
is considering im- 
peachment against 
Ptesideat BlU Clinton moved 
to widmi tile scqpe of itefair 
qniiy yesterday, triggering 
fzfoh ebar^ of pdliticai bias 
from Donoerat (giponeats. 

The Republicans used their 
majOTity Ml the House of Rep- 
resentatives judiciary com- 
mittee to subpoena sen^ law 

enfbrcMoent oSSeexz, indud- 
ing the FBI director Louis 
Freeh, tiius hfoaOedi^ the 
iitijwttiV^iwnpin t toquiry into a 
dispute over campaign fan- 
dr rising. The vote o£ 30-15 
went almg pmty lines. 

The moves angered Demo- 
crats, vfoo accused the Repub- 
licans of frying to turn foe 
country's most solemn consti- 
tutional process Into what a 
florrinr Democrat, John Cm- 
yers, "a partisan witfo- 

hnnt". 

The subpoenas focused on 
Clinton administration 
f p^mng urging the attorneys 
general, Janet Reno, to ap- 
point an ind^endent counsd 
to investigate the president’s 

1996 wimpaign- llie monOB 
were written by Mt Frerii ami 
the federal prosecutor. 
CfoaiiesLaBdla. 

The ind^endent counsel 
Kenneth Starr was also sub- 
poened to hand over evUfenoe 
gathered teem. John Huang, a 
key su^iect in foe fUndrais- 
ii^row. 

Paul McNulty, a spokesman 
for the Republicans, said: 
*^ie committee has received 
!nfhr mation vfoiCh SUOSStS 
that the campaign-funding 
abuse memos may contain al- 
l^tinns of crimiDal wron^ 
dring by foe president The 
committee is duty bound to 
investigate tiiat irtikvmatizm.'’ 

The subpoenas follow a de- 
dsina last weric by the Wash- 
ingto federal judge Nonna 
Holloway Johnson, who 
&cQ>Mrites the graod jury in 
the Starr investigation, that 
the memos were not rrievant 
to foe impeachment inquiry 
and should not be rrieased. 

Voting took place during a 
day of public hearli^ by foe 
committee In Washington, 
where 12 witnesses gave evi- 
dence on the law p^uiy. 

“We are not exercising or 
participating in a wild goose 
chase," committee chair- 


man, Hnry Hyde. said. “We 
are not botw by foe parame- 
ters cf foe Starr referiaL Axui 
EnvthlBS else that comes to 
Mtf attention while we are 
still duly constituted, it seems 
totn e , ty " 

The moves are a driiber 
ririy hlri^xTsk strategy to cre- 
ate a parti^ atmo* 
^»re in whkfo to more 
easily vote articles of 
hnpeachment. 

Voting is -tetpected to take 
place on the ocnxmittee In 
about 10 dayK fallowed by a 
AiU House vote a few days 
later. The artides are ex- 
pected to charge Mr CUnton 
with perjury, obstruction of 
Justice and abuse of power in 
bis bis rdatloo- 

ship ^fo the former White 
House intern Monica ! 
Lewinsky. 

The R^bUcan moves de- 
lighted foeir suppmters and 
prompted a chorus of condem- 
nation firom the Democrats. 


‘We cannot play 
when you propose 
to overturn a 
national election’ 


“^le wefo away firom such 
a monumoitri vote is no time 
to commence an entlrriy new 
area of Investigation into 
eanpa^ finance," Mr Con- 
yers told- the committee. 
Turning to Mr Hyde, he said: 
"We cannot play bide and 
sefo when you propose to 
overturn a national riecUon." 

"R^t now we’re la chaoe." 
cotDplalned the House Demo- 
crats' leader, Richard Gep- 
hardt. who called on the 
House Speaker-elect, Bob Uv^ 
ingston, to "take control" of 
theprocess. 

The White House de- 
nounced the turn of events as 
Tiot a serious exercise". 

The White Etouae Is still de- 
bating whether to acespt Mr 
JE^e’s invitation to give evi- 
dence to the committee. While 
Mr Clintmi is certain not to 
give evidence, his lawyer. 
David Kendall, is expected to 
submit a statement of his de- 
fence in the next few days. 

No dedsimi has yet been 
made about whether Mr Ken- 
dall or the White House 
senior counsel Charies Ruff 
will appear in person. 


Lebanese 
president 
sacks PM 


DatvM Mral In Bolnil 


L EBANON'S new presi- 
dent, General Emile 
Lahoud, has sacked 
his prime minister, 
Rafiq Ebriri, the bSlionaire 
tycoon who fbr tixe past six 
years has dominated the Leb- 
anese political scene. 

The president, who took 
office last week, has bogun 
consultations to find a 
repLacement. This is almost 
emtain to be Salim aLHbss, a 
softly spoken academic 
taned politician wifo a repu- 
tation for intelgrity, who 
served as prime minister four 
times during the ctvil -war. 
Seventy-one of the 128 MPs 
have now declared fbr him. 

The phangB of prime xnlnis- 
tws lories as though it win be 
as smoothly acemnplished as It 
was vfooDy unexpected. It had 
ben considered viifrally cer- 
tain that Gn Tahnwri WOUld 
retain Mr Barizi, whose depar- 
ture miriit have adversdy af- 
fected file econemy. <3en La- 
houd oOteed him tile pc^ 
When Mr Hariri turned it 
down, it was briieved to be a 
manouevre. IT so, it has badc- 
flred. And the national ear- 
rncy has so far held up. 

The president’s personal 

atflVMiTwg p iiHH,. w plnlrtri wftg 

already high, hat'w& this di» 
matic be gtnnfnp to his jre s l- 
^esacy the Lebanese people 
have become hopeful that they 
will now enjoy a new, mexe 
tesponsiUle form of rule. 

Ostensibly, the 
between foe two men arose 
over the constitution and 
their different interpreta- 
tions of the so-called Taylf 
asreemeat foat winrircd fiie 
end of foe civil war in IMl. 
Mr Hariri said that the pen- 
dent — who by traditiMi is a 
Maranlte Christian — was aih 
propriattng powers to choose 
a prime mlnistn — alwaysa 
Sunni Muslim — that 
eriy belonged to parllamnt 
But behind lay a much 
deeper antagonism. 

Gen Lahoud. a British- 
trained former anny com- 
mander, is clearly detennined 
to be no mere figurehead. Go- 


existoice between two such 
“titans", as the local press 
calls them, with such differ- 
ent political outlooks would 
have been very dimnuif. it 
was evidently vital for him to 
assert himself from the 
outset 

However, that he is doing 
so wifo sudi aplomb and ap- 
parent success Is almost cer- 
tainly because he has foe 
hacking ot Syria's President 
Hafez al-AsS^ the ultiTnate 
power-broker in Lebanon. 
Most pro-Syrian parliamen- 
tary factions that fbnnerly 
stood wifo Mr Ifariri have 
turned against him. 

When he came to power in 
1992 Mr ‘Hariri was widely 
welcomed as a “saviour” who 
would restore liOba n o n to its 
pre-war ascendancy as busi- 
ness capital of the Middle 
East But his vast "inftastruo 
tural" projects brought litt le 
benefit to most Lebanese, 
vrtiose living standards 
tlnued to decline. He favoured 
services over industry, fi- 
nance over foe wider eco- 
nomic interest; he neglected 
social sendees. Corruption, 
waste and bureancratic InefCl- 

ciency flourished. 

In his inaugural address, 
which has been aimrtet 
"revolutionary” by Lebanese 
standards. Gra lahoud elec- 
trified the people. “The thief 
wfi] be punirired, no matter 
who he is, along ^th the' cor- 
rupt, the wasteful «««! those 
taking bribes.” Ife promised 
social justice, and an pwa to 
fhe "pieties of sectarianism''. 

This was taken to be a criti- 
cism not just of Mr Barlri’e 
Administration, but of the 
whole ruling Class. Deputies 
applaixled him enthuslasti- 
aily, but Beirut newspapers 
said that If he were really go* 
to “cut off foe thieves’ 
hands there would hardly be 
anyone left to appbud him. 

Th^ also said it would be 
almost inqiossible for Mr Ha- 
riri to omne up with a minis- 
terial team matehing up to 
these exacting new efoical 
Standards. At the very least, if 
he did. hia wings would be 
dipped. Evidently he pre- 
ferredtoquit 
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Heavywei^t encoiinter . . .(Sant Haystada gets the better of xlvall^ Daddy 

Giant Haystacks 


PHOTOQRAPH: EAWONN tteCABE 


Playing the bad guy 


G iant Haystack^. 

who has died 
from rsmtvr aged 
S2, was promoted 
as the bluest' and 
baddest of them all tat the 
1970s gddm era of television 
wFesthng. 

Come Saturday .aOernoons 

Ifi Tnni^ri.ftifHL .t iTp»^ in^.lwy.. 

log that the 4&atoEie, €Q ilki 
bulk would get his conieuih 
pence. With his wild, flowing 
black mane, mountauHnan 
beard and outrageous bebav> 
lour he became an iuteniab- 
tional star, counting ex-Beafle 
Paul McCartney and heavy- 
weight boxing champion 
Bvander Hblyfield among his 

Bans. 

It was. of course, 'all a diw-. 
ation oC sho^iz raxsmatazs. 
a fantasy he was happy to go 
along with because it pro>-| 
vided an income ibr his wife 
and young &miJy. And it was. 
he latm* admitt^. a persona 
he ftame to love because it 
“made me a somebody.” . 

Mai^ Buane. frie man ber 
hind the wiftdia mosister, was' 
an entire diflinoat cbarao- 
ter. He was a kind. Intelligent 
and deeply reUgious man who 
was devoted to his petite and 
perky childhood sweetheart 
wjfh, Rita, who was by his 
side to tbe-mid. 

A couple of years ago Bay- 
sta^ was on top of frm 
world. Be signed a deal with 
his US wrestling-movie star 
pal Hulk. Hogan that would 
have relaunched him on the 
lucrative -American circuit, 
earning <5,000 dollars a we^ 
But bis two-year fiiht ag^nst 
cancer followed a doomed 
business .deal that stripped 
him cd ail he had, including 


his £19 (MXi 6 Vii^toriaa hrmip. 
As he underwent d/ebilitming 
rhwnnfhATMp y hg confessed 

that for the first time in his 
life he was really afindd. But 
he never- mice fdt sorry for 
himseK asked "w^ nfeT’ or 
.gave UP hope. « 

Be was. a devout Roman 
Cattinlic.: a^iGufh -shar^ by 
he:3net SEudmancied 
wfami he was 17 years <fld and 
who bora him tbizee strapping 
sons, MarttaL St^ben, . aid 
NoeL Blta was constantly by 

hi« side h«l| ri« g hitn Airing 

hls mness — with Ibw know- 
Izig that she, too,- ires bemg- 
treat^ for cancer. 

Baby ffifystacksmade a gt-- 
gantic 'enfi^ into the' yradd, 
X^^iidg'th at 60 Z; Ss 
Irish ikther'Mhrtlnv 'a Whs- 
pey foreman, was also a fine 
f^ure a man, difobed Ihe 
Black Brhice because ^ his 
resemblanoe to . movie- star 
QaxkGahle. 

Aitho i ug h bom in London 
Martin grew up in the tough 
neighbworbood 'of Salfort.' 
Mandtester, \diere his fr'^ 
size inevkSldy 'made him a. 
target for older buBies. His 
formal educati<m at St ‘nimn- 
as’s ended when he was 14 
after an aligressive tiiacher 
hit him 'with 'a cane — and 
wished he hadn't bodiered. 

As a young married man be 
sweated fr out in a woodwork, 
foctory and tyre firm bdbre- 
joining the motorway gangs 
as a heavy vehicle driver. 

He first ogiitaUsed on hla 
phydcal attnbutes as a door^ 
man in local nightelubs, 
where he could pi^ up-^ 
quid a- .week which was good 
mon^. in. those days. He. 
eaxn^ it He described it as 


“a tnu^ vinaiDOns world 
and I bad to survive. J was 
involved with the gangsters. 

were wnmp tcm^ cook- 
ies. vnthout looking I at- 
tracted trouhlA 1 had to know 
how to handle it” . 

ICarttarwas 21 when he first 
ste]^^ rcductanfly into a 
caavas'img after 'being per^ 
aoadU by a grappling pal to 
try his hick, ‘T had never 
fancied the sport" he said. 


faces of the-sport So he cre- 
ated thg nas^ Giant Hay- 
sta^. And a wrestling phe- 
nomenon ma bom. 

He became someoae the 
pnhlic could relate ta He 
recalled: “Ihey wanted to see 
this big, bull 3 ^ Ignorant pig 
vrtio tormented their heroes 

get Hifi rftrnA . Tippant« g pnri 

Up on bis arse." But he was 
on file receiving end too: bis 
injay list reads 10 fing^ 


‘I felt like a conductor of the Halle 
Orchestra, able to play on people’s 
emotions: making them hate me or love 
meas | d^reed. The showman in me 
was b^inning to show’ 


"Appemjjig in public was 
aomkhtng that was just mA 
in my nu&o-up.” • 

After six months being bat- 
tered finm pinar to post, he 
was ready to throw in the 
toweL Ihen, almost by magic, 
die ring became a wdcomlng 
place. He b^an to- love the 
fiirOl of the fi^ the roar of 
the crowd, the recognition — 
and the numey. 

T foU like a conductor of 
the HaDe Orchestra, able to 
play on people's emotiona: 
Tnalring them hate me OT love 
me as 1 decreed. The show- 
man In me was beginning to 
show." 

' Atthouj^ he had always put 
hims elf in the cat^coy ct 
being a somewlmt bandsome 
man he reall^ there was no 
way he could prqiect hhnselT 
as one of the blufreyed, baby 


broken; both kneecaps fiac- 
tuced: elbows ribs 

crushed countlres tiizMs: otd- 
larbone bust: front teeth 
knocked out And so many 
cubs that he had mora than 
SOO stitches. 

Those highly-hyped TV ctm- 
tests were choreographed 
with all the creativtty cC a 
bdZLet But he al^ fought for 
real abroad, particulaziy in 
Geimany, India and Africa, 
v^ere hla fans treated him 
likeagod 

Marfin took the view that 
profoaslanal wies tling was a 

sport «T»d amartyinmaw i that 

pleased mnnmM of people. It 
brought him fame but not a 
Ibxtune. Gfe rarely tipped £600 
a week at his peak, whj;^ 
often meant driving hundreds 
of miles between nightly vez^ 
ues, staying at clmap B&B 


and falcing home more 
and pains to nurse. 

As he got into his mid- 
forties Martin decided the 
time had come to put his bit 
of bard earned capital into a 
motor business. It was an un- 
happy experience but he told 
ms: ‘T don’t regret Uying my 
Ufa the way 1 have, playing 
the Giant Haystacks role. 
Never regret what you do. 
There is very Utfle tiiat I 
would change.” 

For tile past 12 mooths we 
had worked togetiier. with his 
former tag partner Tony 
'Banger' Walsh, writing a 
television comedy series 
about the wrestling world. 

The last time I saw him be 
was full of enthusiasm, 
bristling with ideas and we 
laughed like loons at our own 
jokes in the scenes we had 
written. That’s how I will 
remember Giant Haystacks. 


Sknea OarffeW adrfw 1 first 
met Haystacks in a dressing 
room shortly after be bad 
spent 10 minutes pounding a 
very small Austrian man 
against a post He phangad 


Birthd^ 


David Batty, footbal ler, 
ragel Calder. science writer, 
67; Sir Alan Cook, geo- 
phy^dst ibrmm* master, Sel-r 
wyn CdOege, Cambridge, 76; 
Sir Frank Cooper, defence 
anal^ 76; Andrew Geotge^ 
Lib Bern MP, 40;. David 
Green, director, VSO, 50; 
Michael .Green, chairman, 
Carlton .51; 

Gan Alexander Hatg j former-<l 


A Gouritry Diary 

KENT: It’s close on twenty 
years since I last saw the wild- 
5ei:vice tree at the Chequers 
Inn in Smarden. But It is stiH 
there, wedged between the 
bade of the pub and the car 
park. Its crimson-tinged, 
mapte-^te Ireves wereabnoBt 
an faiian, but it didn’t-look a 
day .old^. Yet its humble ap* 
pearanee .belies tbe.fect that 

this is one of the scarcest and 
most fescinatlng of pngU-vh 
native tr^. Also the feet that 
in ,ihe Kent and'Susssx Weald 
(one of. the' soecies* heart' 
lands) it’s. known as the 
chequer tree — which seezns 
too much a coincidence ftff . 
a tree growing in a pub called, 
the Cbequera - 
The secaret of the txeefa chSf 

rlsma Ues in its berries, 
bunches of brown fruits thab- 
QDce they’ve been softened Iv- 
frost, are edible and have a 


DS Secretaiy of State, 74; Air 
Chief -Marshal SUr Peto- 
wai-HiMg j ftemerChief of the 
D^bnce- 65; Paizida 

HewM MP, economic secre- 
tary to the Treasury, 60; Dr 
Brian Lang, chief exeuulive. 
British Librazy, 58; Dame 
WixaGred Frenlice, former 
presideut, -Boyal CoiO^ of 
Nursixie.. 88: Monica Sales, 
tennis pia^, 25- .-• .-r 


taste quite- nnlike any other 
British wild flmit. a combina- 
ti op of sultana,-tamarnid and 
prune. . 

In prdustoric times, when 
fhe tree was much cmnmoner, 
they most have been one at 
fbfr faw sources of sugariness 
in the wild. And up until tiie 
Great War they were sti& 
ggth^ted: and sold in. the. 
Weald like, a kmd of .-sweet- 
meat, being customarily 
b ou nd up in strings and bung 
shove the hearth to he picked 
off and munched one by one.. 

; They-weze.s^. made into 
ygxioue- of drink. ^ 

hence the Chequers, dxmec- 
tion. B wasn’t. a beier in the 
strict sense but probably a 
liqimur somtehhig like sloe 
gin, or - a fenneDted„ wine: 
Smarden - has its own house 
XgCb>8« 

— ' . RICSARD MABBY 


CORRECTIONS AND CLARIFICATIONS 


DENNIS .SEINMEB MP: la a 
rw->b-prnY on page 16^ November 
2, 1998, we mqaressed the view 

^t Dennis Skinner, the 
Labour MP, and other lidioim 
MPs. oppo^ the nfoann of 
the present dectond system 
because they hoped that 
tmdw It socialism would <»e 
day triun^ by trickery. We 
said that Bntiylsm was the 
bame of thtir game. We ac- 
cept that we . were wnmg to 
use the term "Entiyism". We 
did-not intend to aiggest tiiat 
•n enriifi .<acftinflr or anyone 
dse refeired to in the article 
was in any way dishonest -or 
disloyal to the Labour Party. 
Mr Skhmm: joined the Labow 
Party more than 40 years ago 
and has represented Bolsovir 
in the House of CommoDS 
since 1970. He has been voted 
on to the National fisecotive 
Committee of the Labour 
Party fr'om 1978 to 1988 and 
^sun from 1994' until eariier 
fhfa year. While Mr Skhiner 
has nevw: hidden his lAwiug 
Labour beliefe, he has been a 
loyal meofeer dTfhe party. He 
has never been a member of 
any other poiUtical party. He 
is invited to speak to Ltfeour 
party c ousUtuw i c ies all over 
the country, aclufing fhoee 
of file. Prime- Minister and 
Deputy Prime hffulster. We 
apn1p^™> for any. embairass- 
ment caused by the fafliimn. 

OUR EXPLANATION Of the 
rules for a no win, np foe 


scheme to . cover libel cases, 
Page 25, yesterday, may have 
remained oonfii&ig in the 
published veision. The rules 
allow a soliritor to agree be- 
forehand an uplift, a supple- 
ment, to his fee anytiilng 
up to 100 per cent should he 
Witt. He could therefore, by 
priw Mremnent in a 'winning 
case, double his foe. Ho we ver , 
the additional payment wouM 
be taken fr(^ the efUentis 
damages and the amount that 
may be taken from damages 
for this purpose can usually 
not eneed 26 per cent Say 
fhe sdUchor’s costs are ^000 
(which would be paid by the 
loseri and he has agreed an 
tqdift of 100 per cent Suppose 
his client gets dama^ of 
SlOJQOO. Even though the up- 
lift would be £5,000, the soUci- 
tfxe can take only 22,500, that 
is 25 per cent of dam^as. 

IN OUR front page report 
about absinthe yesterday, we 
described it as 70 per cent 
proof. We should have said 70 
per cent volume, makizig it 
something like twice as 
strong as mrat spizlls. The 
system of measurenent by 
degrees proof was discon- 
tinded nesuly 20 years ago. 

IN A report on page 7 yester- 
day, beaded Prosaic business 
of putting price on poetry, 
about life after the demise of 
Oxford Tfoiva^ty Press's po- 
elzy list we refeired to Joy 


out of his country yokel 
costume beneath a tow^ the 
way people do on a beach, and 
his sweat seemed to form a 
pooH around bis chair. The 
myth had it that he was still 
49 stone, but he explained 
that be hadn’t weighed 
hrm-Mif foir quite a while. 
’'What’s the point?" be asked. 

He spoke In a soft, gruff 
voice, and he said that 
wzastling was the only way 
he knew of expressing his 
inner rage' without being 


Shspcock. She is, you may 
have guessed, the poet, Jo 
ShapeotL Apologies. 

THE Royal Mail “spokesman” 
referred to in a report beaded. 
Return to gender, page 25, 
yesterday, about male riiau- 
vlnism In the organisation, 
was, in fact, a "spokes- 
woman”. Apd^es. 

TEE FAMILY name of the 
Estonian composer Arvo F9rt 
was spelled incorrectly twice 
In a review of a eoneart by the 
Estonian Philharmonic 
Chamber Choir on page iz, 
GZ, November dO. 

THE SOLUTION to 18 down 
in the Crossword on Monday 
did. as promised in yester- 
day's eorrectlotts, appear on 
Page 30 yesterday, but 
wrongly. The due was: She’s 
a real swinger in Paris life. 
The answer we gave was Va- 
leria. It should have been 
Valerie. 

Bis thepolky Guardian 
to comet errors as .soon as 
possible. Please quote data and 
page number. Readers may 
contact the office qfthe Read’ 
STS' Editor by tel^hon^ 0171 
239 9589 beOoeen Ham cmd 
Monday ta Friday. Sur~ 
fiice mail to Readers' Editor, 
The OuerdSan, 1I9. Farring- 
don Road. London BClR 3ER. 
Fax; 0171 239 9897. E-maU: 
readen^guardian.co.u/: 


arrested. He was angry about 
several thingR- how little he 
got paid (£60 a fight); how and 
why British wrestling whtm* 
off television in 1988 (he said 
he wanted to strangle the man 
re^ionsiMe); and how be was 
misunderstood as a person. 
For csample, because he was 
religious he wouldn’t fi ght on 
Sundays. 

He would talk often of his 
influential friends: be 
daimed that Ftank Sinatra 
was a loyal fen, and said be 
had met many ambassadors 
in his travels overseas. 'Tm 
an honorary citizen of 
Zimbabwe," be said “and tiiat 
can qpen a lot of doors." 

He had other Jobs away 
from wrestling, but most of 
them ended In tears. Fn: a 
while be ran a debt collection 
agen^, and prided himseir on 
not having to use a baseball 
bat Three yeara ago he was 
offered a lucrative contract to 
wrestle in America, where be 
would be billed as the Loch 
Ness Monster, but his cancer 
took bold before be could 
fulfil iiig dream. 

Like an toe best wrestlers, 
be had many names in and out 
of the ring — Haystack 
Colhoun. Luka Louis, Martin 
but he win be temembered 
as one of the last great 
showmen, a man who ate 3Ib$ 
bacon and a batea eggs 
every morning, and took great 
delict in be^ the most 
immovably evil force to a 
mythical and vanished world. 


Giant HaysteeJes (Martin Ruane), 
wrestler, bom 19^ died 
November 29, 1998 


Dearth Netlees 

DUWflML 0—»ar> IOmdI Me M wi 
MUf, pMCvtully on 30th Novomber. 
Bolowa wNo e0 Dumn lor 4B two ind 
color oi BIX Otmrty iMWd moOwr of 
noRo. Kwhir wid ElUbeth wio oiani^ 
•mthor of Som. SMh, JkIl Koie cno Ro^ 
•rL A Thon te Hytiin SonHco to coiobiwo 
Oomi^ iHo will bo Iwlri « All Soul* 
OuiiEtL Lanteam Race, London wi on 
WcenMBu iMh Deeomber M 1200 pm 
Fmnlir newon only But doimUora. H 
dwicoo. lo All Soiac Churcli lot m ■d- 
Orao sBowai. 

ranOCOLP. n oumwnd Rnlph Edwwd 
Ponrao, poBBplully at home on 30iii 
Nov«mbw i9Se. a^ SX Ueeifr loved hue- 
beno oi Pilriela, ladwr ol Elizabedi and 
JoIBi and BiandiBdiar oi Luer. Ama, Har- 
ilM m wnHBm. Fimeial odveib. Memorial 
O mvl c a on itoi January 18B8: cbuioh ym B 
bb arraiwad. Family ilgwaiy only; Hna- 
dont » TM AtaMmar^ Dwaaca SoMy 
end die RNU and anqulria* to Oa»ld BUM 
fit Htehhi 01462 450242 


eWBSIT. PMrlda S ttee ch ftonmly 
IIWar,ndoNaBld.enZnhNeMmbBr. 1088. 
peacafUiiy. aped 83 years. Fuierai Senriee 
» ba Md m Oh tarwi Clureb et Sl Mary. 
ChaadM, Quehira, mt Friday. Hid Daeanv 
bar at iJnpnL Famtiy Dawers only pleeae. 
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Theodore Newhouse 


From critic to 
media tycoon 


T heodore Nenhouse. 
who has died 95, 
was toe last of the 
three American 
brothers who founds the 
vast media empire which car- 
ried their name. He served 
not only as business manager 
of the rapidly expanding fem- 
Uy business but as its princi- 
pal technical expert, being 
deeply versed in the intrica- 
cies of newspaper pinduction 
and distribution. 

By the end of their working 
careers the Intensely secre- 
tive brothers had created a 
privately-held corporation 
now conservatively valued at 
S15 billion. Their deseentlants 
— and the feznily is iirevoca- 
bly committed to nepotism — 
own 26 American news- 
papers; toe Conde Nast stable 
of ma gagtnftg Inrfuriing the 
New Yorker, Vogue and Van- 
ity’ Pair: cable television 
channels in 17 American 
states: and various other 
media interests in the United 
States and abroad. Until its 
recent sale they also owned 
toe sprawling Rimdom House 
publishing conglomerate. 

ITie brothers were among 
the eight children of a Jewish 
immigrant couple who bad 
settled in Bayonne, New Jer- 
sey. at the turn of the century. 
The oldest. Samu^, was hir^ 
without salary by a local law- 
yer and, at the age of 15, put 
in charge of a newspaper his 
employer had acquired to 
setfle a bad debt. Within five 
srears bad made it into a 
money-spinner and, in 1915, 
was earning toe extraordi- 
nary salary of 830.000 a year. 

When he acquired his own 
newspaper in Staten Island he 
recruited his brothers Nor- 
man and Theodore to help 
hiwi expand his empire. Both 
were trained on the job and 
continued the frugal tradition 
started by SamueL In spite of 
their growing wealth, they 
toured their widening empire 
by public transport aind dis- 
concerted employees by arriv- 
ing at their desks at sam. Nor 
were thehr duties confined to 
advertising and production — 
Norman did a simultaneous 
stint as a reporter in Staten 
Island and Theodore acted as 
music critic. 

Where they faced competi- 
tion toe group could be ruth- 
less to (Tvercoming it to 19B2 
the Cleveland Press folded 
after Newbouse paid its 
owners 822.5 million for “as- 
sets" most observers thought 
worthless. That left toe field 
to the Newbouse group’s 
(Sevdand Plain Dealer. 

The company structure, 


which Theodore helped to de- 
vise, was proof against gov- 
ernment assaults. After Sam’s 
death in 1979 hls heirs de- 
clared the value of his estate 
as S9l million, on wbicdi $49 
million was payable in taxes. 
The Internal Revenue Service 
countered with a valuation of 
£962 million and a consequent 
tax bill of $658 million. It nlw 
ruled that the Cindy’s assess- 
ment was so manffestly fraud- 
ulent that it was imposing a 
penalty to bring the total tax 
to £920 mflUan. 

.\fler the inevitable court 
battle the US Tax Court found 
in favour cd* the Ncwhouscs. 
This, as one observer wr>Ty 
noted, allowed toe family to 
have it both wu^'s, legally 
reducing toe value of their 
company for tax purposes but 
reaping the full worth of any 
bits th^' might want to sell. 

In spite of the tight budget- 
ary' control that Th(>odore im- 
posed on the group, the 
broader management was 
quite relaxed. Those ruimtng 
publications were allowed 
considerable freedom in man- 
agerial and editori.'d deci- 
sions and tbere w,as no at- 
tempt to impose a common 
editorial view. In fact, few 
bey'ond the brothers' immedi- 
ate cinde had the least idea of 
their political views. 

T his relaxed regime, 
however, did not 
result in any notable 
journalistic quality. 
Apart from such exceptions 
as the New Yorker, Newbouse 
employees understand that 
they have been launched into 
waters as smooth as the com- 
pany can contrive and that 
their job is then to nm a 
steady ship. 

One inviolable theme runs 
through the business, how- 
ever that only members of 
the family may wield ultimate 
contioL Theodore was ac- 
tively invedved in day-to-day 
decisions until his health 
faifad when he was 83. More 
than 20 youn^r Newhouses 
now run the company and, 
when they unexpectedly 
fatlftd to bid for one news- 
paper, the half-joking eiqda- 
nation was that the faxnily 
had run out of Newbouses to 
manage it 

His daughter predeceased 
Theodore. He is survived by 
his wife and two grand- 
daughters. 


HaroM J tec fc B o w 


Theodore Newhouse, publisher, 
bom July 19. 1903; died Novem- 
ber 2B. 1996 
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Comment 


Diary 


Simon 

Bowers 


A MESSAGE liaa been 
passed to the Diaiy on 
behalf of the Chaxicel- 
lor’s economic advisor, Ed 
Balls, who has apparently 
hast Us voice. It concerns 
yesterday’s Diary report 
that, des^te his impopiilar 
efiTo^ to sell off parts of the 
post oEBce, he hopes to be 
paracbnted into Bill 
0*Brian’s Normanton seat— 
by happy coincidence next 
door to that of bis MP wife, 
Yvette Cooper. According to 
Ed, this is a mmoor — first 
yon recall, in the Sun- 
day nmes — wxfiioat fimn- 
datlon. Indeed it may be a 
Mcmdelsonian plot, he 
thinks, and coi^ even hurt 
Yvette in Ponte&act. Tmst 
me, ^ to harm Yvette is not 
onr intention; however we 
most — andirill— gettothe 
bottom of this. In the mean- 
time we've smit Ed a pack of 
cou^ sweets for his throat. 


S TAYING with Mr 

Balls, we are reminded 
of an intrigoing exr 
change between him and 
Bin Morris this summer. 
The Treasury team had 
booked several boxes at the 
Albert Wall for various 
gnestsdmii^ the Proms — 
the TGWU chief among 
them. Gordon, bein g spon- 
sored by the TGWU, was nat- 
orally anidons to »«aka a 
good impression, so yon can 
imagtne his horror when Ed 
— presumably carried av^ 
by the passion of the mnac 
— bawled firom his box: ’*We 
didn t stick yon on the oonrt 
of the Bank ofEn^and to 
criticise eovermnent eco- 
nomic policy.” Unexpect- 
edly. however. Bill’s reply 
was politeness itsel£ "Well 
talk about this later, Ed,” he 
said. Stranger still, not the 
sl^test murmur of chssent 
is no w to be heard fit>m BilL 
who breaktosts with Ed on a 
monthly basis these days. 

What an tntrtg nlnfl ynnTi g 

chap Ballsy i& 


A nother scurrilous 
mmonr is festering 
around Murdoch's 
Wapping base. It ooncems 

aw Intimaf a aiiwwiiitar tn tha 

mirrored aerobics taaU next 
to the fourth-floor gym over 
a fortnl^t ago between a 
Sun employee and another 
News International worker. 
Had they been of diSbrlng 
sexes U might, perhaps, 
have made a splendid News 
of the World feature, how- 
ever this not being the case, 
management — onder pres- 
sure to observe Mr Yel- 
land's new auti'Oating pol- 
icy — fired the two 
gentlemen instead. We ring 
Jane Reed. NI corporate af- 
fairs director, and ask her to 
pat a stop to this gossip. 
"Sexmthegym.Yes,yes— 
that runioar has been flying 
around here fbr quite a 
^lUe,” says Jane with a 
laugh. **niere's no truth in 
it Certainly no one has been 
sacked.” Si^ no more, Jane. 
We'll draw a line under 
these unpleasant whispers 
here and now. 


O UR attention has 
been drawn to a de- 
lightfhl nutcb-mak- 
ing agency on the Florida 
based Stormfirant website. 
"Use WUte Singles to meet 
Elce-miuded people tor 
friendship and love!” sug- 
g ests the borne page. Female 
readers may be interested to 
learn that Dwayne frtun 
New Yoik is 24: he likes ice 

Hahing T Aimwirari fftnthall 

and wants to meet a 
"raeially aware woman who 
mnst trnly believe in the 
sanctity of tomily and in the 
truth of racial superiority”. 
Or perhaps David, an ex- 
military man from CaUtor^ 
nia, anneals. He is upeet, 
reveals Scotland on Sunday, 
because most women he 
meets are "race traitors and 
psycho sluts”. Bless their 
lovesick cottons. 


Y esterday we 
reported that while 
the nation’s celebra- 
tions for Prince Charles's 
50tb birthday Show no signs 
of abating, for unemployed 
mn^dan Ryan Hooper of 
Roxburghshire, they have 
bem ernelly tarnished. Hav- 
ing tcM his local Job centre 
that he was to plv tor the 
Prince at Bndtinf^am Pal- 
ace, you may recall, they 
dwked his dole £50. How^ 
ever, reports the Daily Re- 
cord, on reading of Ryan's 
pli^t Palace press secre- 
tary penny Rnssell-Sniith’s 
heart melted and a Cheque 
forthesumwasdolydls- 
patdbed. "It was really nice 
tiffhe Palace to get in tonch 
like that,” said rocker Ryan, 
"as 1 thoi^kt rd never hear 
from them ever again.” 
Meanwhile a spokeswoman 
from the Benefits Agency 
said Ryan was still obl^M 
to declare the Gbeqne to 
them. 







Praying to Mecca under a bust of 
Palmerston. It’s New Labour at work 



W IK) says politics is 
dead? It's certainly 
alive and well in this 
room -X which is, by now, 
bubbling with conflict There 
are thr^ maybe four stand- 
up ro w s going on at mrtt ftawh 
one pitting two of the world’s 
most ancient &ifhs against 
each other. ‘TD see you on the 
battlefield, my says a 

young Muslim man, his voice 
strong wifii ang^, addressing 
a Jew roughly his owu age. ”1 
might have to tate your head 
off but tor the sake of Islam, 
rn do It I shall fi^t and fight 
until I die.” 

Nearby, a Jew in a skun-cagp 
is e^laining the Jewish de- 
mand for a hnmrianH hi a 
Muslim student "You guys 
always revert to that in the 
end,” says the Mutilm. '"To 
what?” asks- the Jew. “To Hit- 
ler and the Holocaust” Mean- 
while. just over his shoulder, 
there's a loud dedaratlon that 
“Jihad is litb.” 

AH this drama, crammed 
into a weekday eveniz^ in a 
back room at l/udon Univer- 
aity. Tbe occasion is the 
founding meeting of the Cala- 
mus-Maimonides Student 
Forum, a new gnnm which 
wants Jews and Muslims, so 
lots at war, to talk to each 
other face to free. It's an event 
which has been yeaia in tbe 
making, the fruit of secret 
talks between the two sides 
whose dashes on campus over 
recent yean have been bitter 
and even vidleat. To the un- 
trained eye. this meeting 
would have looked like more 
of the same: a Ihflure. 

But there were two signs of 
hope. The first was the treat- 
ment of the extremists. It 
turns out they were &?om a 
notorious student fiaXion, Al- 
Muhajlronn, that atigwa itsdf 
with tile hardest edge of hard- 


fine Islam. As soon as they 
revealed thon^^, haHtiing 


ftom tbe floor, they were 
turned on and ^out^ down 
— not by Jews, but by their 
fiellow Muslims. Moderates 
from that: mffnmHntty quietly 
made common cause with 
ifkp- minri ad Jews: by their 

very HicnipHrm , tha mlUtantw 

forged ah aHianw* of the cod- 
hAaiTari (Tjiqt ni ght thaaa mod- 
erates met again). 

The seomd encouragement 
was the presence of a middle- 


aged man In a sutt, neither a 
Jew nor a Muslim nor a stu- 
dent He was Derek Fatehett a 
j nninr miniatw 3 ! thp Foreign 
Office. He did not make a 
speech or a big entrance; he 
was not there un^ duress. 
He singly dropped by. 

For Derek Fatehett has 
made Jewi^Muslim enooun- 
ters his husinem. fri doing so, 
he has redefined imt just hu 
job but perhaps tim very no- 
tion of foreign policy. In a few, 
unheralded actions, Fatehett 
vtiiose brM includes the 
Middle East — is oouducting a 
peace process cf his very owzl 
Under his guidance, foreign 
policy is coming home. 

Ihke last we^ when the 
minister sat down with lead- 
ers of Brito's Muslims rt the 
Foreign Office for yet another 
round of talks, vtiilch now 
take place every six weeks. 
Ihe likes oC Bi^ord's Sher 
Azam — a lead In the 
Satanic Verses afEalr — and 
Ahmed Versl, the editor of the 
Muslim News, took their 
usual places in F^tchett’s 
office. They sat, they talked, 
until the minister suggested a 
break — for prayers. They 
turned toward Mecca right 
then and tbere, under the 
busts of f.aTiT»iTig mtki Palmer- 
ston. Nothing tiinp thfa hap- 
poied under the CoDservBtlve 


govenunoit Fatehett insists 
with pi^e. It’s his own initia- 
tive, “a bit of private enters 
prise”, guided by belief 
that foreign policy can no 
longer be conRned to 
"abroed” — it mi»d take In 
the diaspora communities 
that live here in BritaiiL 
So if he meets Netanyahu 
and Arafat, he’ll sit, sepa- 
rately, with British Jews md 
Muslims. H he deals with 
Kashmir, hell meet Indiens 
from Leeds anrt Pakistanis 
from BiizninghanL He briefs 
them on the Govemment’s 
^orts wnri tpTifi tfiAm what he 
knows, bringing "into 
loop”. Muslims are anx- 
ious for word on their breth- 
ren in Kosovo, Iraq and Pales- 
tine, and the soft-spoken 
Fatehett does his best 


T he alms are clear 
enough. Tbe minister 
reco^isesQiat Britain is 
now a multi-racial society, but 
refuses to accept tbe conven- 
timal wisdom that says race 
is strictly a matter for tiie 
Home Office. He understands 
that diaspora communities 
feel a mnnaffrinn tO the Old 
country; that for them, for- 
eign policy is dCBsestic policy. 
Last week be bad a session on 
Kaahmir — with KacTimirie 
fi- nm Pendle. 

There's some smart politics 
here. More than a mniinn and 
a half Muslims are estimated 
to live in Britain and, tbou^ 
they may have been once, 
they are no longer automatic 
Labour voters. Just as Ameri- 
can poUticiaas learned long 
a^ to pander to Cubans in 
AUaml and Jews in New York, 
so Derek Fatehett — who has 
both Muslim and Jewish com- 

rniTTiTti^ in hic ^, 0** *^^ COnstit-’ 

uency ~ has calciilated tiiat 
Izitwmatlonal policy can bring 


domestic votes. But there’s 
triaallgm, tOO. ^16 hope IS that 
the diaspora communities 
miifot set a lead here which 
tiieir larger nations will fol- 
low. For not only does Fat- 
want to improve ra- 
tions between the 
Government and th ese athntc 
groups, he wants to see them 
get on better with each other. 
The minister hasn’t yet 
brought Jews amt Mnslhns 


Tomorrow six MPs haye a chatic© 
to make our lives much better 


Wish-list for 


the brave 



together across a Foreign 
Office lahla , but ttiat ffwnaing 
fho dream. In tbe meantime, 
he’s a variety of ini* 

tiatives now underway, from 
that student encounter to the 
Alif-Aleph Foundatiem — an 
association of Muslim and 
Jewish business leaders 
(whose first meeting was a 
lunch in tiie boardroom of 
MaiiES and Spencei:). 

The model is tbe Middle 
East peace process, whose 
groundwork was laid in part 
by meetings of Jews and Pal- 
estinians from Eiurope and 
America. Even now, no mat- 
ter how stalled the talks be- 
tween Netanyahu and Arafot 
the process itsdf is kept up — 
par^ by tiie ties knitted by 
the diaqioras outside Israd 
and Palestine. Kashmir’s 
protflon. says Fatdiett, Is tiiat 
contacts always been 

"arid, formal and dlploanatic”. 
Instead he wants to construct 
a cat’s cradle of "informal, 
people-to-people connections” 
between Indians and Paki- 
stanis here. 

And Britaih., might be Just 
file place. Many of tiie world’s 
warring prople have commu- 
nities living here, and our 
imperial past means London 
is still a diplomatic hub. IFs a 
bopdlil tiiODgbt: nstaig the 
Foreign Office not to run tiie 
world, but to bring it just a bit 
doeer together. 


Russians, Turks, Jews, Maltese, Jamaicans . . . immigrants stiii take the blame fbr much of our crime 


Damned foreigners 


Duncan Campbell 


O NE of Scotland 
Yard’s most colonr- 
fiil detectives operat- 
ing in the early part of the 
century was "Nutty” 
Sharpe. When he wrote his 
memoirs in 1938 he 
recalled tbe ’*flocks of 
aliens” arriving at the tom 
of die oentory in London: 
"Rnssians in top-boots and 
leather l^glngs and little 
round far hats, wild-look- 
ing people from the most 
outlandish parts of that 
great uncivilised land, a lot 
were desperadoes and went 
in for crime straightaway.” 

This week, a headline in 
the DaUy maii on the Bra- 
tai Crimes of the Asylnsi 
Seekers follows a recent 
series in the Evening Stan- 
dard on the seme theiwA. 
The British Transport 
Police have also twe week 
warned about gangs of Bos- 
nian pickpockets on the 
London ondergronnd. Ear- 
lier this year. Tniiss in Lon- 
don were said by pq Uca to 


be responsible tor 80 per 
cent of UK hendn traffic. 

It would seem as ttaoi^ 
Nntty*8 warnings about the 
dangers of aliens had gone 
unheeded. And there is a 
long history of Britain pei> 
oeiving herself to be In the 
grip of foreign criminals. 

At the torn of the cenr 

tnry, it was the Rnssians. 
By the end of the first 
world war, a new villain 
had emer ged: the Chinese 
opinm seller, who as World 
Pictorial News reported, 
preyed on white women 
sriio did not have "suffi- 
cient decency and pride of 
race” to tom down the men 
with "lips thin and cmel, 
Kghtly drawn across even 
yellow teeth”. 

By 1929, an expose of 
criminality in London, 
Crooks Of nie Underworld, 
retorred to managers of 
ni^t dabs who *‘belz^ of 
Jewish persuasion” ad- 
vised how to carry out in- 
surance frauds: "Jewish 
lightning” was the slang 
term for arson. 

Hie 30s and the boom In 


prostitution brought the 
Maltese or the "Epsom 
Salts” to the tore. They 
were seen as the main pur- 
veyors of vice and oorrup- 
ton of the British in the 
austere Inter-war years. 

In 1957, the Times 
warned editorially about 
the dangers tor "white drls 


It would seem that 
Nutty’s warning 
about the aliens 
went unheeded 


who become friendly with 
West Indians . . . enticed to 
hemp wwiftHrtg . . . The pc^ 
tentlal moral danger Is sig. 
nifleant slime a principal 
motive of the ooloared man 
in gmnlfing hemp Js to SttOl- 

nlate his sexual desire”. 

By the 6(^ the Chinese 
were beck on the map of 
villainy again, associated 
with the growth of tbe ille- 
gal heroin market a role 


they have since passed, 
first to tibe Pakistanis and 
now the Turks. 

In the meantinwy tiie Ja- 
maicans, the Colombians 
and the the lOgerians had 
arrived as exporters by ap- 
pointment to tbe under- 
worM and the Russians 
(this time minus the le^ 
glngs and tire UtUe round 
fur hats> had emerged 

a gwlw- 

So does this tril os that 
vre lived in a Garden of 
Eden hen until tiie foreign 
serpent arrived and started 
ftcnrmping om* apples? 

Of coune, many of the 
Inuniersuit groups men- 
tioned above had their 
bands of desperadoes. One 
of tbe reasons tor tills was 
that any new group of im- 
migrants, be th^ asylnm 
seekers or refugees, are 
likely to themselves 
excluded from the 
mainstream. 

One way round this ex- 
clusion. as tiie Italians di^ 
covered so spectacularly in 
the United States, was the 
niAgai way. A diSereot lan- 


guage and a natural immi- 
grant solidarity meant that 
they could opmate for long 
enon^ to avoid detection, 
invest and move into legiti- 
mate business. What 
received less notice was 
that the vast majcnlty of 
the i mmi grants quietly got 
on with life as waiters, 
cleaners, nurses,* bus- 
drivers and, now, minicab 
drivers. 

Some asylum-seekers 
have been involved in hi?i> 
rible crimes and it is right 
that they should be ar^ 
rested and punished tor 
them, bat they represent a 
tiny number of the people 
arriving here over the 
tow months. 

Much has changed In 
Britain since Nutty saw the 
Rnskies arriving at Inm- 
ate Wharf on the Thames 
pyt some things have 
rwnained fhiriy constant. 
Onr murderers and rapists, 
our paedophllto and fraod- 
steire onr wife-beaters 
road-ragers still remain, al- 
onlversaily. of good, 
solid Anglo-Saxon stock. 


T he ballot for private 
monbers bills takes 
place tomorrow at 12A0. 
The moment those top six MPs 
names are drawn, tbe win- 
ners will be mobbed like feu- 
dal Idn^ by petitioners of 
every kind, desperate to have 
their causes taken up. This 
odd little sideshow is one of 
the curious curlicues of par- 
liamentary proeeedure: it’s 
when the government 
lets MPs out on retract a ble 
dog leads, oEforing an illusion 
of unaccustomed freedtett, but 
at tbe gnap of a button tbe 
beasts are wound back in 
ogain. No bill passes without 
a government fiaL 
Knowing the near-impossi- 
bllity of getting private mem- 
bers bills on to the statute 
book, most MPs will take up 
minor, rriatively unconton- 
tious matters, hoping fbr gen- 
eral consent Some unhv 
spired government lap^iogs 
wtilobedienUy take upa dull 
Uttie bill ofifer^ to them by 
the whips. Thooeh occaslon- 
afiy a brave soul Ranges hell- 
far-leather fbr a big one — 

fTiwlring marlmiim nOiSB fbr 
smnething close to their 
heart Meanwhile a bunch cf 
Tory yahoos ■— the most noto- 
rious being Eric Forth In gold 
fob-watch and chains will 
try to vote down every single 
one, OQ the ideological lib^- 
htriww grounds that they are 
against all legislation and reg- 
ulation: their only chance to 
land a blow is 00 defenceless 
private members bills: with 
their single cry of "Object!”’ 
harmlessly decent bills foil to 
this hooligan tendency. 

Whaf s around? Off-the-peg 
bills ready to be tiirust into 
tiie hands cf the lucl^ six 
Mft come from all sides: tbe 
League Against Cruel Sports 
win advise against going for 
fox hunting until tiie House of 
Lords is Farmed but would 
urge MPs to try for aboLition 
of deer hunting in tbe mean- 
time (thou^ why their lord- 
ships would be any less san- 
guinary on tiiis Is a msrstery). 

S ton ew a ll is plugging a bill 
they refer to as SOD, — a Sex- 
ual Orientation Discrimina- 
tioabfll — outiawing sarfcing 
for being gay. A lar^ group of 
would go for free TV li- 
cences for tbe poor and house- 
bound. Friends of the Earth 
and others have a sheaf of 
bins; forcing aU newspapers to 
print on reiTcled paper, insu- 
lation for every fa^e and a 
bin to cut traffic by 10 per cent 
in 10 years. Age Concern want 
half-price transport fbr all 
pensioners. Sane wants ri^ts 
for all mental Illness sufferers 
to hospital care. The Consum- 
ers Association wants the 
NHS ombudsman’s protection 
extended to an victims of bad 
private medical practice. 


JR BORTTON may surfoce* 
MM again. The ProCboice 

tha nm h rpTIa 

lobby of pro4bortlim groups, 
want abortion cm request in 
the fhrst 14 weeks and on the 
s^nature of just one doctor 
up to 24 weeks, wifii the NHS 
legally obl^ed to offer timely 
abortions for aU. (a tiiird of 
women are now forced to pay 
privately). SPUC — the Soci- 
ety for the Protection of the 
Unborn Child — are ready to 
retaliate: “We have a very 
lively group of MPs,” says 
Anne Widdecombe. She says 
thesrTl go for tourer grounds 
for i^al abortion and lower 
time limits. Or they Tn> ght try 
for new anti-euilumasia laws 
to prevent judgk from giving 
pannisslon for withdrawal of 
toeding from patients In a 
persistent vegetative state. 

Most succ^sfrd private 
members bills are puny mea- 
sures (Bering wiiwnr ffhangea. 
But visionary MPs would be 
better advised to seize the 
ctaai^ to raise some of those 
myriad subjects hotly dis- 
closed In every pub and wine 
bar up and down the country 
but never mentioned in tbe 
House of Commons. V^t 
about a republican bill to abol- 
ish the monarchy? And an- 





0 
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other to disestablish the 
Church of England? 

A bill to decriminalise can- 
nafois would at least start a 
rational debate, and might 
even grt a Royal Commission 
set up to examine the subject 
soberly. There were some 
esjaoo arrests last year for 
possession, in all. nearly 
1,000.000 people in Britain 
have been arrested for this 
trivial offence. Yet there has 
been scant debate in the Com- 
mons on the ctdossal waste of 
time and money, the needless 
alienation of swathes of 
the young for possessing a 
drug for safer than paracete- 
rooL . 

Teenage pregnancy is high 
on the government's agenda. * 
What about a bill to put a 
riinic with a confidential 
nurse into every sriiool. avail- 
able to aU the young, offering 
not just free contraception 
a:^ morning-after plUs. but 
discreet advice on all emo- 
tional. health and family prob- 
lems. entirely independmt of 
teachers? Boots's first clinic 
for the young op^ied this 
week in Glasgow to a front- 
page blast film the Daily Mail 
thatthis wickedness would 
encourage underage sex. 

Time to get real: large nnm- 
hers of tbe young have unpro- 
tected, dangerous sex that de- 
str^ too many girls’ lives 
for want of an easy discreet 
place to turn. 

You would guess there must 
be keenly interested in a 
privacy hill, and a Press Com- 
plaints Commission indepen- 
dent of the newspaper indus- 
try. What about a newspaper 
ownership limitation bill as 
well? Every other Western 
nation has laws to limit the 
amount of media any one com- 
pany OF person can own: time 
we had an effective one too. 
and forced Murdoch to divest 



A bill to decriminalise 
cannabis would at 
least start a rational 
and open debate 


himself of half his mushroom- 
ing empire. 

Most laws are about limit- 
ing da mage and putting right 
wrongs. Now we ne^ some 
bills for tbe promotion of pure 
pleasure. St^ with' more 
public holidays: there are 
none in the long stretch from 
August to Christmas, n o n e 
from Christmas to Easter, 
fewer than anywhere in 
Eun^. It’s *i^ too for a dec- 
laration of intent to move 
towards a four-day week, in- 
stead of longer and longer 
working hours, part of a 
national leisure plan. With 
the money we could save by 
cancdltog the EuroOghter ~ 
£14 billion — we could build a 
pl^ure dome In every dis- 
trict, offering art, sport, 
music, dancU^ and enticing 
classes to encourage every 

kind of leisure in an atmo- 
sphere for Itom the environs- 

of colleges too many people 

find forbidding. 

No. of course none of this is 
going to happen, or not now, 
not quite yet But private 
members bills should be used 
to lift the of governments 
and politicians above the 
mundane, to test the water 
with ideas that may sound 
less far fetehed once spoken 
aloud and debated in the 
chamber. It is the one chance 
MPs get to break the chains of 
official party pol icy and ex- 
press their Individual visions. 
Speak up now, whoever you 
lucky six may be. Give us 
smnething brave. 
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‘The return of Pinochet [to 
Chile] would do the least 
harm to the chances of 
democratic progress’ 

Eric Hobsbawm, Letters 


Missed tncks 
in Europe 

Labour must show warmth 

IN 'I 'H iai K European daniingg British xnixiis* 
ters seem unable to avoid sub-ChiuGbillian 
bluster. Gordon Brown Tw chided . It’s as if a 
quick look at the Lady’s Bruges speedb were 
stQl tbe best briefing fbr a Brussels visiL We 
win fi^t tiiena on the (fifirat) we 

will protect forever the sovereignty of Par- 
liament — even though vre thtnig it a feudal 
anachronism in dire need of raccmeh Tyfinn 
Befeire he went to Ecofin, the r^ular meet- 
ing of finance ministers, Gordon Ekown 
yesterday seemed fer sure than when he 

defends his domestic economic polid^ Per- 
il^ a jaunty Saaziander has seen to that 
Oskar Latotaine is the wild rhiid of 
Emxjpean politics who has given a fiUp to 
the Enrosceptic press. But it’s not L^m- 
taine who is the problem, or even the 
propolis for tax hmmonisation (to which 
the contributioii yes te rday was sop- 

port for postponing the abdition of duty-fr^ 
sales within the ED). ^ much for freer 
trade. But that speaks to the amhtgtiiriPB cf 
Blairite Euro policy. lattely spin ccmtrol 
doesn’t seem to have been working. There’s 
inattentiveness in the ^ure to anticipate 
Bonn's new noises and the public exposition 
of fiscal thinking in the P.hniT»igg inn 
Blairite er^^ement with Europe h^an 
with those de haia ai has lectnres on the 
superiorities of the An^liberal (third) way 
followed, this spring, by signs of detail^ but 
humbler involvemeut The advent of Gei> 
hard Schroder — ; a victory which has taken 
less thflti two monthfi to dfm — led to talk of 


social democratic antanrps and new impe- 
tus to cocperadion. M^rawfaile the BSoropean 
Union’s “domestic” a ^nda — i budgetary 
reforms, accession of the former east block 
^ has ofihred an sorts of pppcartunities for 
intellectual and pchcy leadsship not at all 
d^endent on Aitish partlc^iatioxL in the 
common currency. Anxi^ within the 
Ptanco-CTenpan relation^bte (part ideologi- 
caZ, part strategic, part plain cdd national 
interest) has gteen Britain the chants to 
display rieyer footwork on and off the balL 
Itfs not bappenh^ And meanwhDe the 
great work of najoltrig, influencing, educat- 
ing the British public in its toog-nm i 
hitereste has hem Tagtecte d-Tlie half-truths 
and exaggerations of Eur re cqiticism wcnst 
excesses have gone imchaUang ad, piiesum- 
ab^ for the sake of hlgho: aHian^ between 

I Frteoe Minteter and Tnadia tna gnafaia , Tn. 

stead of rohute counlerarguniaits Qnmting 
out that ihetmical excess is an old Euro 
feature and Lafontalne’s plans have y^ to 
pass file Bundestag let alcme enter serious 
EurcHi^DtiatioPS) Europe becomes an em- 
barrassment Never cd^ration. And so, 
this week, the Govamment pays the joioe. 
Ihere are various responses to Oskar liSfon- 
taine, one cf which is kcnghter. We also need 
to distinguish (dearly, as do Mario Monti 
and Commissioner de Silgay, betweai fiscal 
reform as part at the sin^ market project 
and tax harmooisation as some inevi^e 
consequence of the euro. harmcnusation 
is not die same as uniformity in tax ra^ 
either. Ihe constant B ritish assumption 
that it’s ns a nd a solid phaianT of them is a 
bad basis for diplomacy. It is not just the 
Spanish who find labour market reform an 
attractive option. Clever repartee directed at 
Herr Tjrfhntainft might wdcome his conver- 
sion to the cause of (mcmne) tax cutting. It’s 
partly a matter of tona Some day, on their 
own timetable, Ghancellcv', Prime Minister 


and colleagues will he leading a campaign to 
ccmvince Briti^ peopte to vote yes in a 
ref^midam cm joining the single currency. 
Hostility towards Europe is not to be und^- 
estimated fes fiiis week’s British Social 
Attitudes survey roninds ns). And there are 
still very serious worries about the ecxi- 
nmnic effects of the euro. But objections are 
not going to ease of their own accord. More 
warmdi and pr^ecticm now would be a s<x>d 
way of putting in mateh practice. 


Downsizing poets 

Oxford’s ode to Philistinfsm 

“Poetry, which is in Osfted made/ An art. 
in Loncfon is only a trade”. What may have 
been feet in Dryden's day is, sadly, true no 
mm:& Trade has taken over the dreaming 
spires and po€^ has joined the lost causes, 
passed its sell-by-date. The decision of the 
Oxford Univmsity Press to dose its poetry 
list — a move endorsed by a committee (^ 
dons — has sullied the image cf the whede 
university. A week after the decision it has 
become a public rdations disaster out of all 
Iiropcxiion to the paltry sums invedved. The 
OUP is coy about figuras but it is bdieved 
that tile tumovtf of the list was between 
£2Sfi00 and £50,000. 

This conqiares with last night’s Turner 
prize of £20,000 and estimates of up to 
£S miiiinn for the pn^ that the OUP as a 
whole makes for the univosity. The list 
wasn’t even losing money. According to the 
OUP it was “barely covering its costs”. Oh 
dear. Goodness knows what would have , 
happe^ to the ea^ Sbakepeare or the 
emergtag Marlowe if the OUP had found 
too weren’t Tnainng ra reasonable ; 
dividend to go hack to the original owners, 
the university”. There’s no such thing, it 


I seems, as fiee verse, everything must con- 
tribute to the tmiversity's purse. 

It has been argued that dosure doesn’t 
matter because of the list’s low turnover. 
Who, after all. Ivould mwa a few poets? But 
lowisb sales were a reflection of the OLTP's 
lac^ of commitment as miwh as anytiung 
(though not that of its respected part-tmte 
poetry editor, Jacqueline Simms). Many of 
the OLTP’s po^ — names like Fleur Adcock, 
D J Enright Jo Shapeott and Peter Porter — 
may have little difficulty finding another 
publisher but that’s not the point As Ms 
Shapeott noted, if Mandiester United were 
to cdose down, its playenrs would find other 
jobs — but thm would be one less place for 
budding recruits to make their way. 

Poetry’s status as the new rode 'n’ roll 
may have been exaggerated. Poetry books 
rar^ become best sellers apart from a 
Heaney, a Hughes or the admiralde Poems 
on the Underfund. But people are read- 
ing. writing or listening to poems — 
Whether in their newspapers, pubs. fesci\’als 
or on the raciio — in increasing numbo^ 
Poetry is a creative artery that needs con- 
stant stimulation. If Oxford can only see it 
as sennethmg that McKinseys need to do 
marimt testing on, ratter than part of the 
idea of a university, then something will 
have gone that may never come bade. A 
tiling of beauty is a joy forever, even when 
there is a little red ink on the bottom line. 


Quebec’s enigma 

Voters vote for a new vote 

(TEST magntfique, mais ce n’est pas I’ind^ 
pmdance. Lucien .Bouchard’s Parti Queb^ 
cois did itself proud in the last weeks of tiie 
province’s elexion camps^ign by upsetting 
strong poll showings for the opposition and 


squeaking home to \ictor>’. Though the PQ’s 
margin is slightly do^Ti. it (.'ommands n 
healthy enough majority of so.nth for a full 
tenu. Victoo’ came from its leader's ener- 
getic campaign as well as his nppiment's 
blunders in threatening to cut vvelfan* bene 
fits and the state payroU un wiiich many 
Queb^is still rely. 

The PQ has been many things in the Inst 
30 years. FTom the scwL'il-democmtie lean- 
ings of its charismatic first lo:cdor, Rene 
Levesque, to the centiv-right philosophy of 
Lucien Bouchard, it has travelled a zig- 2 .ng 
path. But the constant factor h;is been it.s 
determination to prcscrx-e the French Lm- 
guage and Quebec’s separ:tte cultutv in an 
increasingly' Americanised world. Quebec' is 
closer lo the belly of the beast, as M 
Bouchard with his .American wile woll 
knows. .As in ScoUtind, the l^stiue countiy. 
or Bavaria, the desire for reginno] sover- 
eigntji* and local control us a reaction to 
homc^nisation and distant ck'cisiun nsik- 
ing is neither reactionary nor iK'a'ssarily 
destructive. 

In his softly-soRly approach M Bouchard, 
who advocates "sovereignty-p.'unnership”. 
was helped recently by Canada’s Supreme 
(!ourt /dthough its verdict was that Quebec 
could not sec^e unilaterally, it ruled that 
the federal government must negotiate in 
good feith if a dear msyorit^’ in Quebec 
voted for independence in a referendum. 
Thte destroyed the Federalists' case liuit a 
Yes vote would bring chaos. 

M Bouchard's re-election now gives him 
the platform to advance to another rel'i'ren- 
dum at the best moment of his choosing. But 
he has no guarantee even then of a m;dorit\‘. 
In total rates the PQ lost to the Libei'als 
yesterday, who oppose independence. Many 
who vot^ for the PQ like its good govern- 
ment. but not its aspirations to soveroignt>’. 
Le jeu n’est pas finL 


Letters to the Editor 


Some minor 
disputes 

J DUE Flint accuses ine 
(Itirki^ delimit, ftecember 

1) ^ in y ar Krlp 

(HI the extradiUoD of the FKK 
leader, Ocalan (Ihe other ex- 
tradition, November 28). She 
does not cite any. and so I have 

Mifls mint , 

h(nrevc9r,does.lfthegricrr- 
ancesaf^utlsiaceiibaland ' 
western Tmkey are as bad as 
site clahns, why do these mil- 
lions iwt vote for HADEP, the 
parly tdentiSed with these 
gnevances? Ido not write this 
in any anti-Eurdisb spirit, 
quite the oontrazy. Iwould just 
like to know the answer. 
Noonan Stone. 

QsGxtL 

ISDFFOSBIfoouldbe^ 
Itbatmyddalyinotiorearis 
able to run on unleaded petrol 

mahwirt nf^ b ai ff effVtQJia Jianna^ 

4-starforwhicfo Us engine was 
desigBEd-(Wannagcwercld 
bangBCs’ flid. Novwxiber 19!). 
Ihilbrtanatdy.wifhoatacala- 
lytfoccnvertei; my vehicle will 
beikfo htehly carcteogenic ben- 
zene (used in unleaded petrol to 
8 (ib 6 ttniteforlead)inbo 1 he 8 t- 
moqfoere wlteneva: 1 use it 
The problem efbenzeoe release 
is ncX Unuted to okler vehicles 
mnonunleadedflid—catalyt- 

iccxjuveilErs. designed for coD- 
ditions in Califomia, are not 
very eBbetive at removing b^ 
zene in ciUmales like that oftJK. 
It seems strange to tiy to reduce 
the likelihood ofhiain damage 
in (Children by increasingtee 
risk of cancer to the gsnoal 
pcpulaticHL' 

N&Beanie. 

TjwmVwi 

ISINCERELThQpe that Joy 
IShapcocksccdlectiCHicioeswin 
theTSSItotpiize,a&Dan<3teis- 
ta* hints (Prosaic business cf 
putUngprioe on poetxy, Decem- 
ber 1). It win prove ber 

siqierior i ty over that ardi rival 
Jo Shapeott 
Ted Slade. 

New Malden. Surrey. 


On the spot in Santiago 


N OWOiat the Lcxds have 
establj6bedthat,hence- 
iOrthtorturecanundernoidr' 

cumstaiKtes tbnn part of the 
flmfttnna nfany grHWTrimMit, 

the immediate issue about 
(seneralPinochetisDotiidiat . 
would satisfy men and women 
ontheBritishleftCTbegea- 
eral gets his ordere, Decembo' 
1). It is what would be best for 
a stni endangered demcMsracy 
inChile. 

The regretful but cbnsidr 
eredvtew amoDgleaders ofthe 
Chilean left^ Including survi- 
vors who were in oEBce in 
1970-78 is that the return of an 
inevitably discaredited and bu- 
mfliated Pinochet would do 
Iheleastbaxmto the chances 
of democratic progress in 
their co u ntry. Ihis is also the 
viewejqires^tomebya . 
very aufboritatte diteiocratlc 
figure in neighbouring Ai^or 
tisa.bfeyIu(dthBtlhave3ust 
returned from Santiago ■ 
where, sitting beside Aresi' 
dent AUende’s widow, I had 


the hick to see with what joy 
the televised judgmmit of the 
Law Lords was received. 
ErlcHobsbawm. 

London. 

I AM a survivor ofPed Pot’s 
r^ime. Eaiiier this year, 
there was a ^Jxnpse of a hope 
that he would be hrooght to 
trial in either a US or a (2anar 
dian court And it was no 
other fiian file US Secxcteiy of 
State, MadejeLue Albright who 
gpearheadedttieeffbrttoeix- ' 
tradite him freon Cambodia, 
hrcmic thcoi that she is now 
putting her govexnmeafs 
weight bdiind those opposing 

Thi^ are other k^ pttpe- 
tiatws of the Cambodian 
genocide who have not yet 
been brought to jnsticei. leng 
Sary, for example, who was 
Pol Fof s eomrade-uHaime for 
neaxiy three decades^ was 
given an anmes^ a couple of 
years ago on grounds 
‘toaticmal reomciliaticm’’. 


I know only too wi^ the pro- 
found dismay and pOfwerlKS- 
ness when an opportunity 
su(di as this is allowed to pass. 
MarifhPen. 

University of (Greenwich. 

I LOST virtually my vriiole 

familyin titehoilocausL For 
me, the critical issue — mie 
purdy (^justice — is whether, 
bad AdcdfPCraer survived the 
war, he could have been prose- 
cuted for the slau^iter ofiofi- 
limts of defenedess pecqpile. 

Surely no one would have 
argued at the time that such a 
proseentioa would have been 
jn^ai because Hitler had been 
head of state vfoen these atroc- 
ities were cemunitted. and it is 
untiunkable that such an ar- 
gument should prevail in Pin- 
ochet’s case. 

Theprecedentsetbyaded- 
siem not to extradite him 
would, in ^het, legalise 
genocide. • 

Leslie Baruch Brent 
LondexL 


A touch of class for Britain’s new social order 


C ERTAlNLY.FOUy Toyn- 
bee’S question: “Can yon 
have an ideeflogy of fireedocn 
andequalltywfoenevay- 
'iriiere we aresnifeed badk 
into an image of sezldom?” to 
of relevaiwe to Britain in the 
nin^es (WeTe an middle 
(tess now, November 30). 
However, a ooQc^t ofthe 
middle (foss so broad as to 
embrace both senior execu- 
tives and (derical workers 
tens us nothing about real so- 
cioeconomic trends; it merely 

oliariatftB nfwvmannal xgnrlr- 

ers frmn their maxmal 
coonteiparts. 

There is an alternative: 
Marx saw (dass in terms of the 
relatianship cf the worker to 
fheownershteafpi^uetion. - 
This brings into sharper focus 
the major socio-economic 


trpii«| nf fhfl nfiip . 

ties: the transfer ofwealth 
fixan the majority who have to 
earn a wage to file tiny gUte 
who own £be means of produc- 
tion. For Marz, ideede^ was 
“falea frpa- 

dom and equality leading to 

rfflttttiottg nagtt wnrtar capital. 

ism is idecdogy indeed. 

MUkeBfOKdL 

Londem. 

Economist’s World In 
I Figu res puts 71 per cent of 
the UK's CH^, and 78 per cent 
(tfite employment, in 'her^ 
vices”. So does the new 

sodal order (Teachers get 
more edass in social shake-up, 
Deocanber 1) find no place for 
consultants in management 
marketing, media, financial 
service^ design, advertising; 


promotion, personnel and 
recruitment training, accoun- 
tancy, feshiem, local or 
natinnwi govenunent and poli- 
tics, or anybranefo of the arts 
apart from actors and musi- 

Hana (**Irtigar fwanagm - lal anrf 

profossiorud?”). Depending on 
the basis cifth^lr employment 
this massive range of people 
condd fall into the top brai^et 
(company directors) or the 
fourth division (small employe 
ers and own account workers). 

Given the modem ^idency 
towards freqnmit career 
(foanga, end the rapid declme 
ofany p a ttern in backgremnd. 
garwinF OT job Security 
across the whede employment 
scale, is there any point in this 
emreise? 

David Davies. 

Salfiad. 


7«|$ CA^ BE RiqHT, 
|rJDSP&4DBr^MES4M9 BMD 



Tell that to the fundamentalists 


op PETER Tatitel rerisons 
Ohe is to the gay movement 
what Martin Luther King was 
to Uaefe civil ri^Us. (Tat^ell 
invedees Ghandi in court De- 
cember!). Telephone calls to 
ciewspapersto”out” people 
and a short sprint up a church 
pulpit (ediere coineideatally 
there were some television 
cameras) are han^ in the 
Ghandi or sufCragettes' mcHilcL 
Martyrs are people like St 
Paul, Joan of Arc and Bobby 
Sands. People who really be- 
lieved in their cause and who 


(foaltegedreal oppoeition. If 
Tatchdl really believes in 
what he says then, rather than 

ImfM-lring an old man aside in 

the hedy sanctuary (at least 
the Church ofEi^and allow 
open debate on homosexual- 
i^)f why doesn't he wander 
over to Speakers' Comer on a 
Sunday afternoon and chal- 
lenge the Taiamir fimdamen- 
taltets? But then that’s what 
separates true martyrs frcMn 
self-publicists. 

Rev Kenneth G Walton. 
Blackburn. 


This sounds like a rip-off 


\A/EABBasmaIlindepen- 
V V dent record labeL CDs 
leave us for our distributors at 
£6A9. out of triiich we have to 
pay an manufectuiing, record- 
ing and marketing costs, royal- 
ties to the artists and song- 
wrtters and talce the risk 
(Shoppers cau^t in prices 
crossfire, November 28). 

Recenfiy, one (rfour bands 
sedd out a axioert at the Queen 

TgHgah flrt’'h Wall in T^Hnn , thuS 

deliveringnearlyLOOOpcrteii' 
tial custcHoers to the SouQi 

Bank’s record shop Faning- 
don’s (part of Vlrgici/Our 
Price). That shop took stodcs (tf 


the band's CDs from our dis- 
tributor at £7A5 and sold them 
at £14.99. This includes a £4 AO 
(62 per cenO mark up. and £2^ 
in VAT. Ourcompitontsthat 
this was fer too big a profit 
margin, especially since aD 
stocks were taken by Farring- 
dem’s at no risk on a sale-or- 
retum basis, were ignored. 

The record company and the 
artists are Uam^ for high CD 
prices because their name is 
on it Any OFT investigation 
^ould Icwk at the other end of 
the supi^ chain. 

Ian Anderson. 

Rogue Productiotts/Sakay. 


Straw man 



S O TEEERE'S another 
aigummt for not tak- 
ing out privede health 
iDsnranee. You could 

go in to have your tonsils out, 

wake up a fter w ards and find 
yoursdf lying next to a mlli- 
taiy dictator. 

^spaieaOy.he was a tossg 
patient who, according to 
staCL "eiuoyed a good moan". 
How did the nurses deal with 
that? "Oh dear, wa are a 
grumpy old torturer today, 
aren't we? w^ get this soup 


down you and well have yon 
back at cattle prods in 

no time”. 

Now the hospital baskiefeed 

him-oot. So ma^be tiia consol- 
fante 'Will Start to disaiqpear, 
and tile Conserv ativ e Party 
win say you (xmldnT 

^iipme hhn for murdering the 
(foief surgeon, as the hoo- 
ters accounts ware in a tsri- 
Miestffte- 

That woedd be no soon 
ludicrous than Norman 
qh Nswsnigh^ saying 
fiiat It was time the matter 
was "laid to resT'. His axgu- 
pioTit was that, vriiatew*s 
to eemtinue raking 
over bysone events whh l^al 
wrangling makes matters 
worse. Winch xnnst mean he 
STipperts ' the abolition of all 
laws. An these yean and he's 
never let on that he’s a millr 
haM PohapS tiiafS 

^riiy be threw tm biliJon q;nld 
away on Monday. Jt was 

a plot to rid the country of 
money, which binds the 'com- 
mod poson to material jwe- 
sessions and stops us thinking 


for ourselves. The argummit 
ofPinexfoef^s lawyers has been 
even more siinnilating. ff file 
extraditiem goestbroi;^ fiiey 
ask, does that mean next time 
P W Botha or Baby Doc Dnva- 
lier goes abroad, that they 
eiwmw be arrested as weD? 
What a qdendid ideal It goes 
to Show, Just because you’re a 
r^-wi]3g fimg doesn’t mean 
you cwnt have file odd ^laric 
ofln^iration. 

Ihe case for trying him in 
ChUft was explidned Iqr a 
’’soalor sonree”,' quoted in 
The Observer. rrhnMws would 
"make a point of gzviiig him a 
prcgier trial”, be said, so that 
they could “prove them- 
selves” before file wodd. Kho- 
chet s u pporters, as we know, 
are extremely sensitive to 
publie rtfatioDs. TheyTe Just 
easily misunderstood. Zt 
seems that tn Chilean eostoox, 
it^ a mark of great respect to 
attack a BBC camera crew. 

Also, irfhe Chilean govern- 
ment really -wanted to pnt 
PiZKxfoet on trlsil, why have 
they never managed it befiae? 


Too busy, I suppose. Jose 
Mlguei iDsulsu file Chilean 
minister battling for this 
setfiemen^ mu^ be saying to 
Jack Straw: “Honestly, we 
meant to get round to tt but 
it’s been a ™*dbn»nM* in 
Chile, it reaHy has.” 

So if he does stand trial In 
his hcMne coimtry, he’s not 
Ifltely to feee that rigorous a 
grilling. “General, whoe were 
you OD the cif the coup'7 

Twasottt” 

”Wdl fiiat wraps tt up for 
me.” 

Tbe idea that Chileans are 
the best people to try somedue 

far eriiYMy agaiiW ChilMna ig 

Odd, as tt assumes that all 
Chileans have a «««"««" Jq- 
terest Surdy it depends on 
which are to do th e 

trying. A dne as to vtiurii sec- 
tion of Chilean society would 
try Pinochet in his own 
country, comes from the 
following obsencatioQ. hi geo- 
ecaj, poor mifleana are de- 

nwririiwg hlg n irtr ud tt ion tO 

$pain. while rfoh Chileans 
wmv prepariiv to edebrate 


his return to ChOe with (foam- 
pagne. Another due is that 

on e blfli^tial group amm g gl 
rich f^hnaang dtatiarwUng his 

return. Is called ‘The Plno- 
diet Foundation”. 

S INCE the law lords’ de- 
cision. the case far ex- 
traditing Pinochet has 
become more painfully 
overwhelming than before. 
And yet an article in this 
paper made perfect sense 
when it bgan "Jack Straw Is 
hegiwntwp the most uncom- 
fortable two weeks of his polit- 
ical life". How can tiiat be? 
For minima of pecgile frean 
his generation, if they had the 
power to determine wbethm- 
Pinodtet went home or on 
trial, it would be the most 
comfortable two miniitaa of 
any part of their life. 
FbUowing the coup, if Straw 
had been tdd that one day a 
dedsion on the dictator’s, ex- 
traditiem would be down to 
him, he'd have Imqied with 
joy. But 90 yean cf beiz« real- 
istic leaves ***” finiUwg the 


dslon the most uncomfortable 
(tf his life. If a lUte ginklng into 
depression because you’ve 
won the Lottery, and can't de- 
cide whether or not to eoDeet 
the money. And then saying to 
Camelot “As ifs such a tou^ 
one, could I have an extra 
week to decider 

Pinochefs lucky that he 
only overthrew a goveniinent 
and murdered hU oppeuents. 
If Straw had cau^t h im skin- 
ning up a splift. he’d have 
been in Bow Street Court the 
same afternoon. 

Straw seems desperate to 
find a compromise, wbich 
could be presoited as not let- 
tii% the (Seneral off, but not 
agreeing to everything de- 
manded by the Spanish judge. 
So here’s a su^^on. Pino- 
chet should be extradited to 
Spain, but on the condition 
that he’s kept in the filthiek. 
most rat-infested cell in the 
land, whidi be shares with a 
7ft Basque ex-wresfier who 
greets him with “Buenos dias, 
smidr. I say. 1 do like a mill- 
taxy man with a moustache.*’ 


Lessons for Africa from my 
wife’s senseless death 


V^OU have bighlighted the 
T discrepancy between the 
West and the developing 
world in survival rates for 
people with Aids (Aids “wip- 
ing out economic gains'*. No- 
vember 3S). 1 am HIV 

positive and picked up my in- 
fection in Botswana from my 
wife, who tragically was in tiie 
wrong place at the wrong time 
to benefit from the new drugs. 

However, as a British citi- 
zen at least I have the chance 
to stay heelthy. My wife was 
very highly qualified, some- 
one her country could not af- 
ford to lose. It hurts to think 
that if she bad been a British 
citizen and living in the UK 
she would still be alive today . 

Botswana, wh ich tops the 
world HIV statistics with over 
20 per cent of the impulation 
infected, and possibly over 40 
per cent in the 20 TO 45 age 
group, is not a typical poor 
African country. It may top 
this unfortunate table but it is 
also the one countr>’ In Africa 
that could afibrd to treat its 


infec^ted populaticm. «‘uid yet * 
has not chosen lo do so. It has 
several billion US dollars in 
reserve which it is saving for 
the proverbial rainy day. 
Surely that rainy day has a^ 
rived, and maybe some inte^ 
nat ional pressure has to be put 
on Botswana. 

The country can be the shin- 
mg beacon of Africa, if it can 
just see that its people’s good 
health is as important as its 
other priorites, such as spend- 
ing on arms. It must start to 
make apian with WHO and 
the drug companies to make 
its people better, more hopefiil 
and therefore more produc- 
tive. 

Name and address sunplicd. 


We do not publish letters where 
only an e-mail address is 
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postal address. We may edit 
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cannot acknowledge those not 
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reference to the relevant article. 



At 16, Mary ran away from a life of abuse. Today 
she is homeless. Could }rou sleep easy on Christmas 
Eve knowing she was shivering in a bus shelter? 

>bu can help keep Mary, and thousands of vulnerable 
people like her, safe and warm over Christmas. With 
£25 from you. Crisis can provide a warm bed, hoc 
meals, clean clothes and someone to talk to at one 


of our shelters. 

As the d:^ count down to Christmas, nearly 10,000 
homeless people are counting on Crisis. WeVe counting 
on you. Our service depends on public donations. So 
piaa<» send your £25 today - in time to help us buy 
the bedding, food and clothes we need to bring Mary 
in from the cold. 


Countdown to Christmas 


es, ril keep homeless people warm: | 
1£I5 n£2S ^£50 DflSCTocherf [ 


nclose a cheque trade payable to Crisis. OR debit try. 
I Visa n MasterCard Q Switch*^ ocher 


I i f I I /////////// /I 


nd iw. 

ISC three cRgiis of Switch card na. 

riry ^ Qgnatiirg 


f f - Switch issue no.- / 


ifs of £250 cr more we almost » third eesa to us under GA Aid 
me (caps) Mr.'Mnffis ■ ■ ■ ■ 
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troubled 


waters 


The Bosphorus crossing links Europe and 
/^ia, yet despite their geopolitical importance 
and long membership of Nato, the Turks 
batter in vain on Europe’s door. 

Stephen Bates and Martin Walker ask 

whether they deserve ostracism from 
the Brussels club. 


T*S ironic tbst Vienna of 
an places should be where ; 
next week Europe's heads j 
of government meet to I 
discuss their worsaiing j 
relations with Tuifcejr ' 
Ever since the Turis first laid > 
siege to the city in 1S29 there , 
has beiai a l^acy of misunder- 
standing. mistrust anrt mutual 
inconqrrdrensicsi betw^ 
them and western Europeans, 
llie choice of ^^enna is acci* 
Hwntai, to do wilii Anstria's | 
presidency of the European i 
Union hot ift apposite: fills has 
been erne of the most difficult 
years for file BuropeanrTuilr- 
ish rdatiooshlp (a figure of 
s pe e c h vdiidi history makes 
deeply probtematical — does 
Asia really begin over the 
B^taonia?). 

Fcdlowing the Turkish gov- 
emniKifs exasperated deci- 
sioii to Old Us attaopt to j(fin 
file EU eariier this year after 
constant rebuffo, a trade war is 


now threatened over Italy's 
refusal to extradite the Kur- 
dish guerzlOa leader Abdullah 
Oealan. Jacques Santoz; presi- 
dent of the European Commis- 
sion, said last week that the EU 
would stand solid wifii Jtaty if 
Ankara im pose d 
Bniss^ enqdiasised that not 
all EU member states necessar- 
ily rHSurd as a tenorist 

though i'i* KKK organisafion 
has killed thnngaridg ctvll- 
ians during a viident 2 (Hyear 
caxtqta^n. The Europeans can- 
not understai^ vfi^y Turki^ 
ahfiiri so misccBistrue their 

r Rliirtanna fn hanrt nwpr O rglgn 

without due process Of law to a 
regime which would so like to 

>mng ( aWtm igh UK 

death penalty has not beai 
used in Turiiey since 1984). 
And for their part T\i^ can- 
not understand w!^ the EU 
aiiftiiiri spum.them in mat- 
ter as In their hid to Join the 
European dub. 


Twas ever thus. In ♦hg dic- 
fionary of quotations fiom 
Shakespeare to Moxart, Dick- 
ens to loadstone and Lioyd 
George, fiie Turks get insult- 
ing citations. Itom Lawmoe 
of Arabia, all^edty raped in 
the desert to the movie Mld- 
ni^t T!i.|ii ii wft and the fugitive 
finanrfar AzU Nadli: a con- 
temptuous imsge built iqi 
around a nation whose peqE)le 
are oQierwise admowle^ed to 
be both cultivated and fotondiy 
living in a country with a long 
and dvflised past and an eco- 
nomically dynamic and west- 
ern-orientated present 
Omsult ariy of file taxi dri- 
vers of many of Eurcqie’s cities 
(thoae who are nottbemadves 
Turkish that is) and you win be 
regaled with hostility to tmmi- 
grants, afi lumped tc^ether as 
Turks oq more insulth^ stOl, 
*‘shish kebabs”. Turkey has 
been waiting to join the Euro- 
pean Union now for nearly 40 


years for an many Eicr^ 
pesns cara^ coold wait another 
40. It joined the qneoe in 1969, 
way before Britain, but follow- 
ing a decision at Luxem- 
bourg summit Htwa laet 

yeat it has been placed eSbe- 
tively last It looks as if it wQI 
get In after Komania 

anH Bul garia _ <VMTwtr ies^tti 

THfw-h less secure economic and 
political bases — wen into the 

This is despite Tnrtey's 
important strategic 
now no less fiian in the cold 
wac ^wrtyniiiTig water supply 
to neighbours sndi as Syria 
and potentially commanding 
tha intaiy pipdine routes for 
the WDikl^ next great untap^ 
on SrfHa in Azarbaiijan. 
Tutkeyh problm was that its 
latest bid to join the follows 
the end of Ihe Odd Wan As 
Presidait Snigymaw Deanird 
lamaiked hiHai^ y r ‘‘When the 
deGmce of European dvilisa- 

Hnn [a gainaf <vwwwnn1gm] waS 

at »*afcB, fiuy didn't say we 
were Turks arto Muslims. ” 

The EC concedes the coun- 
try is wen on the way to qoali- 
Qrlng for admission on 
economie grounds: ‘Turkey 
ha< an the hallinarks ot a 
market economs possess^ a 
well-developed institiitioDal 
and legidative framework, a 
dynamic private sector and 
liberal trade rules. Tlu econ- 
omy oonsiderable poten- 
tial for growth and has shown 
great adaptability which has 
contributed significantly to its 
modemisatlon’'(1). 

Althouj^ per ci^ta GDP is 
only a third of fiie EU average 
and inflaHn n was nearing 70 
per cent last year; Turkey Is 
(Plowing fast: exports have 
risen by more than a) pK* cent 
since 1996 and half now go to 
Europe. Agriculture's share of 
GNP, a key transitional indi- 
eatoi; Is down to 14 per cent 
This is despite a loss of trade 
averagu% $7 bfliion a year 
since linlo to Ix^ were cst 
after the Gulf wan Cutting off 
the Iraqi oil pipeline alone has 
cost Tiukey 137 billion since 
1991 and a third of Its 300,000- 
strong lorry fleet has had to ! 
find alternative work. As a 
senior EU diplomat remarked; 
Turt^ has proved a reliable 
ally intemationajlly It has 
adhered to United Nations 
sanctians despite the cost It is 
the world's only real Mnslim 
democracy It has a large and 
stable miridin dAss. It is a con- 
sumer society It would be a 
guttering prize for the EU." 

I Turkey’^ participation in 
I Nato — it has the secosrd 
largest army in the allianoe — 

' and its pho^locatkxi athwart 
the Soviet Bla;^ Sea fleefs only 
exit to open seas, explains the 
long indulgance the country 
entoed throoghout the cold 
' wan America's subsequent 
devotion is based on Turkey's 


pivotal posEtion in the Middle 
East, p^eedy placed to domi- 
nate the easto'D Mediter^ 

ranean and Central Asia. U can 

ia imr»i air strikes and patrols 
Iraq, and provide 
pipdine routes for oil frtra the 
Paeplan Haciw thgt will nOt 
have to use fiie Russian 
pipdme The dis- 

creet milxtary eo-operatioii 
betwett Turkey and Israd, 
with Joint exercises and free- 
(kan to train in Turkic air- 
space is a bcBuis for 

Washington. 


T HERE'S a forthar 
fiactor and it’s one 
♦hat- Ridiard 
^de. former 
assistant secre- 
tary at the Penta- 
gon. suggests may be the most 
important an at a time of 
American worries about 

Talamt/- fimrtamu m taligm. 

“Turkey is a country vfiiere 
most people subscribe to the 

TflTamie f^th. bUt it iS a SeCU- 

lar state, allied and strategi- 
eally oriented to the West, 
with elected civilian govern- 
ments, democratic proce- 
dures, an independent 
Judiciary free markets and a 
free press. 

*TTiis wiaVpae Turkey virtu- 
ally unique in the feiamig 
world,- and offers an impM:- 
♦aTif aUemative xnodd of pro- 
W es t e m democracy to . the 
growing numbecs of Arabs 
who suspect that their coun- 
tries do not have to be run In 
the way they have bemlS). 

Turkey's long wait was not 
waqpri w hpn last year Hdmnt 
TTnhi , the German dianceDoi; 
chntBA a xneelng of Christian 
Denocrat leaders in Bnissds 
to announce firmly ftwt as for 
as he was concerned Tuikey 
could never join the EU 'Toric- 
ish membership of the EU is 
not posaible’'f3). What he was 


reaHy worried about was 
immigration. There are an 
ftctimanxi 2 Turks Ixv- 

Ing in fiM BU (out of its pegm- 
laHwi of 11 mminn MusUms), 
compared with only 180,000 
who have made their homes in 
the Arab wotld. One worker in 
four in file German car indus- 
tzy is Turkish. They have not 
been made wdcome, althou^ 
fiiere axe signs ♦>«>♦ the new 
German government is more 
prepared to look at oflbring cit- 
izenship to some cf itsTudish 
residents. But fiiey have not 
been a particular burden on 
social security ^sterns, as 
recent Bdgian figures Show 

Only last week AustEia's 
for eign minister Wol^ang 
??rrhflfr»ftl was the Euro- 
pean Parliament fiiat no 
promise could be made — yet 
as a recent book notes, Turk- 
ish workers axe “apptueDfiy 

♦hftugh* pMsd enrutgh to clean 

file floors in file Commissian 
buildings in Bnissds*'. 

Greece too remains 
tmpiarahiy opposed to Turk- 
ish EU membership, to sudi 
an extent that it may block all 
pmlmyment if ttetS Is an 
accommodation wifii the 
Turks onr Cyprus. It has 
already done its best to stymie 
EU aid to its old rival, in con- 
travention of the customs 
ogreemait signed three years 
'a^. Turkish occiqiatiOKi of 
northem Cyprus has given 
Greece an Incentiveto oppose 
Turkish accession; the 
prospect of (GredJ southern 
Cyprus Jofn^ gi^ fiie EU 
Us most knotty gfopi** prob- 
lem. 

The Americans «twi fiieir 
Nato allies in nortiiem Europe 
used to be oenfldent that (^edc- 
Ttirkish strains could be kept 
under cgoItoL hi 1990, when 
the Conventional in 

Europe Treaty formally ended 
the cold war; file numbers of 


tnnitft pnii guns on Natoh ea> 
tral front 1^ to be slashed by 
40 per cent Nato shaped 
almost the lot to Greece and 
Turkey Just as the Balkan wars 
to their nmth got under way on 
the grounds that tbt* would be 
(foeaper then scraping them. 
T h a t weapons to be scrapped to 
seal file peace in central 

Europe were being shipped to 
the fringes of areal waracme in 
the Balkans was an irony loat 
on fire Nato fanners. 


rdatioDS in promoting a ce^ 
tain picture of the couxfiiy 
abroea 


T he articulation of 
TuzMah interests 
isn't hdped tor 
endemic ptdiUcal 
InstobQUy (Frlinft' 
MOnisterMasutyO- 
max lost ofliee last week.) With 
a track record of Qiree coups to 
the 30 years befiae iSBOsind a 
strong presence to ptdities 
since,- the countryh armed 

forrott rtand raady to failMimiia 

again. Only this weA thergenr 
enl staff waorned poaiticlans to 
take care. Non-zmi^iteis par^ 
ties are strong but imabk to 
ooaleBoe, iMVbig a gsp for Moa- 
Um ftmdaBasntalban. 

Obsttvers see recant sunport 
for IkUunic parties as more ot a 
prot^ tiwn avidaoce of r^- 
I gipus conversion, a strUoe 
! a piMt: file personal aimitiee 
and Instabll^ afokh toought 
down file roalttion govem- 
mmiL None of thia helps 
Torkey in pceeaxting a boh^ 
mt line to file ottWde worid. 

The country for all its desire 
for Eunqiean acoeptancA has 
been, slow to aikiiowlBdff. or 
appreciate genuine concerns, 
particularly over h«nn«n And 

wnriAl rl gtitA TtA imripypAld , 

CQmqit, and 

Bom ell Dies teotal police fixea 
has, according to EU sources, 
proved mudi more effoctive 
than Turkey's suave diido- 
matic service and mfi- 
lions qient on public . 


It is Tuxkeyh human ri^ts 
record that gives the EU every 
opportunity to Uodc member- 
ship. The recent EC report was 
The actual uifodd- 
ittg of civil and political rights 
' enshrined in the Turkish Cttv 
stitution and law renudns 
j^roblematic. Cases of torture, 
dlsatoearances and extra- 
judicial ncecuticms are 
recorded regulaily Freedom of 
expression is not lUlly assured 
and is subject to numerous 
restrictions . . . many of the 
cases put Into question the 
eflbc i lv e control and superb. 
Sion of the security fofcesi'* 

It is the reverse side of fin 
great westernisation proeesa 
inaugurated by Eemal 
AtatOik. the founder of mod-, 
em Turkey In the 19909 . Ha 
may have plectoed the state to 
a secular, western future but 
he also left a legacy Ufiote-,. 
anee of dissent and aiAcai^^ 
iarlanism. Althoi^ cMUaft ’ 
poUticians aay they are«ea^> 
mitted to Improving toau^ 
ri^ts (and bwadHrua to Imlr. 
week's Ttetoish press over 
Oealan row were promteJm^ 
‘Dcm't worry — we vioM 
h^hlinntheleektorof dto - 
trust remBlns. It wont go. 
awaylnVlmuuL 
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Couitaulds to sack 1 ,200 


JuBaFneh 


C OUJtTADLDS Tex.- 

tiles, a leading supptU* 
er to Marks & 
^peBcei; is to ase 
more than 1,200 jobs at its 
Claremcml Gamienfs sub* 
S)dlaZ7 just two mnnfTig aftST 
it bm^t the Gxm arid 
promised wodsers the taiceoeer 
would strengthen the busings. 

Eight aaremoQt fhctories, 
from Portsmouth to lyxieside, 
are to be closed down with the 
ioss of 1,125 Jobs, and a ftu> 
Oier 95 head office redundan- 
cies are planned. The cuts 
mean that one in ibur of 
ffiaiemcmfs workforce are to 
lose Hieir jobs. 

Courtaulds TextOes chief 
executive Colin Dyer said the 
redundancies would generate 
“increased flexibility and cost 
e&hctzveness” and were “es- 
sential to ensure that we re- 
main competitive in the 


intemaiumal, fost-moving 
clothing business'*. 

But a spokesman for the 
GMB genoial union it 
was appaBed . at the shut- 
downs. National Officer Des 
Pan^ accused ' Courtaulds 
TeAiles of asset-stilpidng and 
demanded a Governmient in- 
quiiyc 

Courtaulds bought dare- 
moat, whidi is also a. major 
supfdier to Marks & Spsicer; 
for £10 million in Septembec 
Until 1995 it had been r^ard- 
ed as a star performei; but a 
series ot acqisitloins left it 
nursing loss^ In June flie 
company announced it would 
focus entirdy on supplin g 
MAS and the finn^ lix^ with 
the retailer were one of its big 
attractions to Courtaulds. . 

The sites now sdieduled 
for dosoie Include six lin- 
gerie fhctories in GOthrook 
and Sandlacre, ; Notting- 
hamshire; Portsmouth, 



Bedundan^ notice ...daremoat Garments in South Shields is 
one of ei^t Courtanld Textiles’ pilants to go to the wan 


‘Companies are shifting production 
to cheap labour countries’ 


Hampshire; Shorebam-by-Sea 
in. Sussex: TfoodnUs in Der- 
byshire and Newton AyciU& 

tnnwr haiTi J n a Afitify n a 

al wear foctory in South 
Shields and a formal wear fhc- 


tocy In Sfaintay ; Durham, win 
also be dosed. More than 570 
of the job losses wni be con- 
centrated in the NhrthrE^ 
The daremoat job losses 
come as the DE textiles indus- 


try is focing increased de- 
mands from wataflarg tO CUt 
foeir costs or lose business. 

Marks & Spencei; which 
has always boasted about the 
large propOTtion of its doth- 
ing sourced in the UE, is 
among those retailers de 
manding better prices, even If 
that means moving produc- 
tion abnxuL Last month the 
retanar announced a 23 per 
cent profit dump and pledged 
to Inynxrve its selling prices. 

Miemy UE companies, in- 
dudbig Courtaulds Textiles, 
are shwtng production to 
diaap labour countries sndi 
as Mexico and Morocco, al- 
ttiough the company yek^ 
day stressed that it was 
“committed to maintaining a 
well- in vested, proStaUe man- 
ufhctoringjmse in the UE*‘. 

' Details of the daremont 
job losses came jo^ a week 
after rival Deudiirst Clothing 
confirmed it was axing 600 


Jobs by dosing foctories in 
Cleveland and Stoke-on-Trent. 

Other textile companies 
have issued a series of profit 
warnings and the British 
dothing Industry Association 
has called the current sttna- 
ticm facing the textile indus- 
try as the worst In Uvis^ 
memory The *n»nsport and 
General Woikers Union says 
there bave been 2SB00 job loss- 
es in the industry this yean 
The Bank of England last 
ni^t defended its pdiQr of 
setting interest rates to 
ctmquer inflation, rather 
than prmnote growth and 
eniplo:^nent 
Deputy governor Mervyn 
Sing said: “Monetary policy 
cannot influence levds of em- 
ployment in the long run.“ He 
rejected calls by the German 

fliwnrp mirttgffti* OgTrar T.a . 

fontaine for mone- 

tary policy to promote growth 
andemplc^mmt 


Jobs gained as changing lifestyles exploited 



Booming ... Peugeot workers in Bykm welcpine the news of 900 neiw jobs to heto cope with the plants increasing workload 


Weekend 



IBchotes'Pannisteronaiirst for the motor 
indiistiy and a boost for the Midlands 


P EUGEOT'S 900 new 
jobsatttsRyton 
plant near Coventry 
come with a sting in 
the tail — the workers win 
have to work every week- 
end. 

The Frendi-owned car 
firm confirmed yesterday 
that it was adding a third 
shift at Byton to cc^ with 
booming demand for its 
newly-lannched 206 modeL 
Butitrevealedtliatwoik- 
ets on the new shift, due to 
start in May* wonld work 
every Friday Saturday and 
Sunday The plant is at pre- 
sent working two shifts a 
day Monday to Thursday 


'Wbxkersontbe new shift 
will woik 439 fewer hours a 
year than thebrMonday-to- 
Thursday counterparts hat 
get the same pay 

Income Data Services 
saidPeageoTsweekend- 
onlyshiftwasamotorin- 
dnsbr first in this country 
althon^ Friday-to-Sunday 
shifts had bemi used hy 
Amec Process and 
Engineering, and by 
Motorola. 

A Peugeot spokesman 
said there had been a shift 
in lifestyles. “We have had 
more than 200 telephone 
ap^lcations for jobs since 
we announced tte news 
this morning,’' be said. 


Richard Parham* 
Peugeot’s UE managing dl- 
rectoi; said he expected the 
third shift to create to 
3,000 Jobe in the Midlands 
when extra work fhr com- 
ponent suppliers was taken 
into account 
Ryton^ sncceas in win- 
ning the wcHk, a few 
months after Ifissan’s 
Snnderiand car plant was 
listed as the most efficient 
in Europe, Challenges some 
of the Government’s a^ 
sumptions about poor pro- 
dnefivity in the motor 
industry. 

• Shop floor representa- 
tives of Rover Group’s 
39,000 employees yesterday 


PHOTOOMPH: JOHN OSr 


a j ipmtrod nrwiar wIitflmiTigly a 

de^ designed to close the 
30 per cent productivity 
gap between Rover workers 
and those of Its German 
parent, BMW. 

The deal* which involves 
the loss o£ at least 2,500 
jobs and the Introductiou of 
fi^Ue woxidug practices, 
will be put to a ballot* with 
a result expected in about a 
week'a time. 

Ihe BMW board was doe 
to vote yesterday on 
whether to invest £1.7 bll- 
litm to rebuild Rover’s 
Loi^ridge plant, which is 
expected to bnfjd the new 
Mini and a replacement for 
the egdstiz^ Rover 200 and 


Manufacturing shrinks 

Home services 
feel the pinch 


Charlotte Dennir 



• manufeoturing seo 

tor is gfirinTring at itS 

— festest rate since the end 
of the 1990s recession 
while the previously buoyant 
coDsumer services sector is 
starting to feel the pinch as 
households cut optional 
spending, new Ggui^ re- 
vealed yesterday 

Evidence of the gathering 
econmnic ^oom helped slice 
neatly two rft»nn»e^ oft the 
value of sterilng which closed 
last ni^t in London at 
DM2.77. ' 

Almost 40 per cent of firms 
surveyed by the Chartered In- 
stitute for Funihaslng and 
Supply r^orted a fen in new 
orders while Just 15 per cent 
reported an impravemait 
One in On firms ^d tb^ 
Were mairing wQikers 
redundanL 

'This is yet more evidence 
manufecturers struggling 
to survive in the current eU- 
mate cf both felling domestic 
snd oveiseas demand** said 
^eter Ihmnson, the director 
of OPS. “TOnrying, declining 


activtiylevds are increasing- 
ly being translated into more 
widespread redundanctes.” 

A C CT lfederyHtwi of Rritifth 
Industry s u rvey showed that 
the food and leisure, indus- 
tries' are es^ecting lower 
tenmvw In fee xtext three 
months. 

Nearly 60 per cent of con- 
sumer services firms qhos- 
tioned r^rted feat they were 
more pessimistic about their 
situation now than 
thr^ months agOi. Onelnfimr 
reaxmdents said feey had laid 
off ; workers in. . tiw - last 

quar ter. 

•.House prices fbU last monfh 
by their blgg^ margizi for 
naarty tWO 768X6, aS fee SCO- 
nomiC' ^ov^own began to 
tate its toll on the domestic 

property maricet. icvfles Jifork 

JUktnsm. 

In fee wake of recent for 
Revenue', data showing 
fee «*^"^** of bousing tEBne- 
fauiwg to a thT^ysar 
low the Halifax reported tiiat 

average UE prices dropped by 
0,6 pm: to £73.312 fo 

Novanber from. £73,777 in 
Octobec 


But in the CHy there’s a silver lining for corporate financiers 

Merger fees bonanza 


•HBItaanor 


C ORPORATE fimnceem- 
pots were jumping 
wife alee last night as 
they celebrated the prospect 
of heedfey bonuses from fee 
lecent flmry of record-break- 
ing mezgexs and takeovers. 

In fee past 10 days alone, 
rtflai.q and mergers worth at 
least £185 billion -have bemi 
cfincfaed, raking in bumper 
fees for investment bankem. 
While stock markets stnm- 
and dealers and traders 
at firms such at Bankers 
Trust began the task Sett- 
ing for their jobs after fee 
takeover by Deutsche Bank.' 
cwporate . financiers r. were 
putting '^ finishing touches 
to some of the largest deals to 
histt^ 

The burnt of activity Is a 
sharp contrast to the late sum- 
mer and eady autumn vfeen 
fee stock market rout and 
bo^ market turbulence sent 
many d^-ntakers running 
forcoven 

nie market for mergers and 
3 cqiijsztioDS sill but fent up 
shop and, vfejle fee two- 
month gap in business will 
stin take its toll m corporate 


financiers* bonuses, this re- 
cwit, spate of activi'^ came 
just in time to count for feis 
year’s pay deals. 

The calm fhat returned to 
the stock markets last winrith . 
perh^ only temporarily - 
provided the window for the 
mei^rs and acqulsltimxs ex- 
perts to pufl off some deals 

that hart haan waiting iu tha 

pipeline. 

"These large transactions 
have been very long in the 
Twairing awrt iwiig in the Con- 
sideration,’' said Chaito 

Alaratirtar wariag in g rtirartfir 

at Rothschilds investment 
bank. 

Rdf Breuet; Chlaf asecrotive 
of Deutsche Bank, who.en- 
tmed the record bodes this 
week by buying Bankers 
Trust d fee T^for 810J. bil- 
lion, artwittart had first 
started taUrtog to his opposite 
number at Bankers Tiust in 
Septesnben 

Deutsche also gobbled up 
the B^lum operatioiis of 
Pr anrth hawV Credit Lyonnais 
yesterday and Has suggested 
feat it has amblticns to boy 
other banks in EuropA 

Om-porate financiers in the 
UE are falling over thentr 


sdves to jQnd a partner for 
Barclays, itiilCh feey see as 
VDlnendde after the sudden 
departure of Chief executive 
kterttuTayloi: 

^me oil industiy kept fee fi- 
nanciers busy with yester- 
day’s meiger news,. 

hfeny of the deals have 
been internatkmal, but in tte 
UK- compawifla sutfe as BTR 
and Slebe have tied fee knot 
and smaller deals have also 
been finalised. 

The enormous size of many 
of these tiansactidis means 
corporate financiers will be 
taking large fees An* 
fee deate. Some of them are 
paid retainers and th^ re- 
ceive “success fees" for com- 
pleting fee trasisactlons. 

Evn before . the summer 


‘These large 
transactions 
have been 
vety long in 
the making’ 


fiall-oiit in the ffnartriai mar- 
kets.' many corporate fi- 
nanciers were excited by the 
size of the deals which were 
lairing pla ce . In fee US, for in- 
stance, leading banks were 
merging by swapping their 
shai^ which corporate fi- 
nanciers said could take place 
regardless of fee level of fee 
st^ marimt provided their 
shares fell in tandem- 

Other deals may have been 
driven by riuef executives 
seeing share price plummet 
and looking for ways to im- 
prove return to shareholders. 

one corporate financier 
also pointed out yesterday 
that fee markets were still fer 
from normal and that mar- 
riages which required com- 
plex finance and bank loans 
were difficult to achieve. 

Howevei; other esqpmrts be- 
lieve fee prospecto for more 
cmnplex deals are improving. 

“Ten weeks ago. a lot tf 
deals were put on hold be- 
cause fee h ani^g wasn’t 
there,” said fen Jamieson, 
head of UE corporate finance 
at Delcdtte A Toudiei “There 
were signs in the last week or 
so feat fee banking markets 
were returning.'’ 


Notebook 


Symptoms add up 
to poor prognosis 



Alex Brummer 


rosy scenario that 
has propped up western 
flnanckd markets since 
fee turmoil spaiked by the 
Russian devaluation and debt 
defetdt is Ceding quleUy The 
fens seen on fee Eunqiean 
markets in yesterday’s trad- 
ing a 4A per cent di^ in the 
Pax in Germany arid a 3 J9 per 
cent drop in the FTSE — are 
substantial and reflect deep- 
seated concerns about glc^ 
economic events. Why fe^ is 
feere a sudden return to 
gloom on fee financial mar- 
kets? It is the realisation that 
the global econmny is slowing 
quite speedily One of the 
symptoms of this slowdown is 
the sudden rash of meigers as 
some of the fetter multi- 
nationals shed costs and jobs. 

The survey data is also less 
than enoniraging. In fee DE, 
while fee Chancdlor Is away 
battlmg against tax harmoni- 
sation, the surveys have taken 
a nasty turn. It is the surveys 
these days that count — feey 
are more forward-looking 
than official data and often 
more reliahle. The UK Pur- 
diasing Managers Index has 
roistered its lowest read^ 
in its seven-year historjl with 
orders stiU tumhUng. 

But it is not just manufec- 
turii^ that is in fee doldrums. 
The new quarteily services 
sector survey produced hy the 
CSl and D^ittes, predicts 
fails in mnsniTiPT; business 
and professional services as 
the cost pressures on fee cor- 
porate sector start to bite. 
What was really scaring the 
markets in late trading was 
fee US National Association 
of Pordhasing Managers re- 
port, vdiicb came In sharply 
lowei; sending the Dow down 
and bonds up, in expectation 
ot Interest rate cuts to coma 
Simfiady the German pur- 
chasing managers index was 
gLoomsr: so much for Euro- 
pean Union, which was to 
keep global recessiim at bay 
The latest equity maricet fells 
are almost certainly the start 
of a second, more permanent 
correction. 


Merger unges 

L anguishing oil prices 
are behind the feshion 
for blockbuster oil merg- 
ers. But the oil price 
fluctuates on fee basis of sup- 
p]}^ rtotnantj tm rt sentiment 
The price of Brent crude, 
the standard measure, 
reached $41.10 at the time of 
fee build-up to the Gulf War 
in 1990 and is now a quarto: of 
that When the price was high- 
er there were few suggestions 
that the oil companies should 
be broken up because at what 
turned out to be an upward 
blip in prices. 


T here is no reason to be- 
lieve that the current 
low prices are anything 
but an aberration: the>’ have 
been brought about by col- 
lapse of demand from emerg- 
ing markets; fee poor balazice 
ot payments situation ' in 
many oil producing countries 
that has led them to flood the 
market and new extraction 
tedmologies which have re- 
duced costs. 

None of these is a realistic 
reason for on ag^omeration 
fever which, if allowed to con- 
tinue unfettered, will do no 
more than recreate the trusts 
.lohn D RockerfeUer buUl up 
at the start of the century 
The place to begin with 
intervention is the $86 billion 
takeover by Exxon of Mobil. 
Together, fee componles be- 
lieve they can mate $ 2.6 bil- 
lions a year in cost reductims. 
YiT^ee for them. But it cannot 
be in fee public interest for 
any one company to luive 22 
per cent of the US energy 
market. 

In fee reshaping of the 
seven sisters which is taking 
place, the combination of 
France's Total and Belgium’s 
PetroFxna, to create a Euro- 
pean champion that will rank 
sixth in the worid might seem 
like a natural response to 
those that have already taken 
place — notably BP-Amoco. 

All of this may be wonder- 
ful for shareholders but is ap- 
pall^ for consumers. The 
choice among oU providers is 
narrow eooi^ without giv- 
ing their avaricious manage- 
ments • some of fee best paid 
in the woiid — fee chance to 
double their salaries and op- 
tions at fee expense of staff 
cuts. 

Sure, efficiency dictates 
that fee oil majors shrink in 
size. But it should not be at the 
expense of the consumer The 
US Justice Department under 
Jo^ Klein has shown ad- 
mirable diligence in opposing 
dominance in the telecommu- . 
nications and new media mar- 
kets. Supxlajdx in Europe the. 
coa^>etition commissionec 
Eard Van Mlert, has demon- 
strated that he is no pushover; 
as British Airways and Amer- 
ican Airlines bate learnt It is 
time for them to refocus on 
the oil- industry and put 
brakes on fee juggernaut be- 
fore it runs away 


Boxing clever 

C ARLTON’S strategy for 
digital televisicm has 
been absolutely ri^t 
The public doesn't want fee 
200 t^bannria that Its rival. 

is promoting but a nar- 
rower, cost-effective package 
providing the movies and 
sport which are the great 
book. Unfortunately for Cart- 
ton, Rupert Muzdoch was 
first out of the starting box 
and is using financial muscle 
in an effort to dominate the 
maricet and keep ONdigital. 
the Carlton/Granada rival on 
the defensive. 

Despite the £279 million hit 
to pre-tax profits for Caiiton 
— which dropped to £312.1 
millions from £316 millions 
last time — Investors should 
not be too gloomy 


Three depart at 
bio-tech firm 
facing inquiry 


iBUTVoanor and Julia Hnch 


RFTAIN’S bio-tech in- 
.dustry foced . the 

prospect of a fUU-scale 

padtementaiT invtetigaticm 
last night after a leading phar- 
maceutical research firm re- 
vealed it had misled investors 
about the prospects of two of 
its iJiftrtiHg drugs and three of 
Its senior executives left the 
company suddenly 
In an episode which re- 
called the ftarore surronndiiig 
British Biotech earlier this 
year; the new management of 
Cortecs warned that fee devel- 
opment of its dn^ for bron- 
chitis and osteoporosis were 
“not as advanced as has previ- 
ously been indicated’’. 

Cortecs’ acting chief execu- 
tive, Dr Michael Flynn, ufoo 
was appointed in June after 
the controversial departure of 
its foundei; Glen Travers, will 
tegyc immartiatgly US Will the 
two Other e x ec u tive s . Dr Mar- 
Preuveneers and Dr Geoff 

TTiU 

The company’s share price 
crashed to an an-time low of 
9AP; down nearly 65 per cent 
Ltheday 

line shares have traded as 
high as £4 — in 1996. when 

ftinrt numagers and investors 
expected the resMxthers to 


discover important drugs that 
would sell In vast amounts. 

City sources said they ex- 
pected the Stock Exchao^ to 
launch an inquiry into the 
company while Rioters itews 
agency quoted a leading mem- 
ber of the House of Commons 
Science and Ihclmology Se- 
lect Committee raising the 
prospect of a parliamentary 
probe. 

The select comndttee is due 
to publish farther details to- 
morrow of its summer in- 
quiry into the British Biotech 
acnni^ Which was prompted 
by a former employee, who 
questioned the viability of 
British Biotech’s Wding 
drugs in devdtqnneDt. 

Dr Ian Gibson, MP. said he 
would raise the iteue of 
Cortecs wife fee committee. 
“No doubt this will make peo- 
ple think [British Biotech] is- 
not just a one-off — this is 
cure widespread than we had 
thought,” he said. 

Cortecs was facing contro- 
versy before yesterd^s reve- 
lations because of legal action 
brought by Mr Travers. He is 
suing fee company he founded 
for £1.5 million, for wrongftil 
dlsmlssaL 

Cortecs is chaired by fee 
former education secretary 
Lord Fatten. 
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Majors wrestio with crisis 


(hi the dide 



Mergers cause 
double blow to 
North Sea jobs 

US and European alliances are 
seen as answer to price piunge 


Terry Maealistorand 
Mark Itnan in New York 


T housands of ou in- 
dustry jobs in Europe 
and the ns are to go as a 
result of a new wave o( merg- 
ers in the sector yesterday. 

Asmany as 9,000 jobs, most- 
ly in reOnii^ operations, 
could be lost with the $77 .2 bil- 
lion (£46.8 bnUonj alliance 
confirmed by Estson and 
MobiL creating the wodd’s 
largest industrial company 
The two groups aim to save 
S2.8 billioa finm their com- 
bined operating costs of EM 
billion. Encon employs 80,000 
people vriiile Mobil has 42,700 
woikers. 

In Europe, the surprise 
£8 billion talmover of Bel- 
gium’s PetroFina by Total of 
France is expected to cost 
many North Sea exploration 
Jobs. 

Total said the metier would 
allow substantial cost savings 
in exploration and productloa 
a well as refining and maitet- 
ing. The all-share deal, which 
would give the combined 
group pro-fiorma 1997 sales of 
$52.96 hniioa (£32 hillioa) and 
a net income of $1.92bQlion, is 
subject to approval from 
shareholders, and European 
and US regulators. 

Shares in Total fell nearly 
10 per cent, while PetroFina 
stock rose 20 per . cent as 
traders took advantajge at the 
37 per cent premium over Fri- 
day's dosing price Total 
agreed to pay for the Belgian 
group. 

'The new US group. Exxon 
Mobfl, mil overtake Hoyal 


£3 billion set 
aside for former 
coalfield areas 


Martin Waoiwright 


T ARGETED) partnership 
funds of almost £3 bQ- 
lion are to be invested in 
England's wrecked former 
coalfield areas, the deputy 
prime ministei; John Presratt. 
announced iresterday 
A long-term package of 
new and redirected fitting, 
topped up with surpluses 
fiom the old British Coal pen- 
sion fund, will be monitored 
to prevent ’’j^oring money 
away” on palliative measures 
rather than r^eneratloii. 

The componente of the 
package were criticised as 
being too modest by tbe Coal- 
fields Communities Cam- 
paign. an all-party group that 
has lobbied bard fbr strategic 
funding since the last major 
pit dosures in the late 1980s. 
Scotlaod and Wales were also 
upset at the almost exdustve- 
^ Rngiiah nature of the pack- 
age, though Mr Pr^ott 
forecast that extra measures 
would come with devolution. 

The pn^ramme will aim at 
practic^ties, induding the 
p(}ssib]e retraining of ex-min- 
ers to work on the railways. 

Announcing the pack^ at 
a coalfields conference in Pe- 
teriee^ Coun^r Durham, tbe 
deputy prime minister said: 
“Ciur rail companies are short 
of about 1,000 drivers. Well, 
the men are ^ere in the coal- 
field areas, so perhaps we can 
begin to get them from the 
maiBaids to Working and dri- 
ving trains and getting a bet- 
ter performance.’' 

The £3 billion will be In- 
vested over three years, with a 
further £350 million to set up a 


regeneration trust and an en- 
terprise fund to tap existing 
skills in areas such as South 
Yorkshire and the North-east 
and prevent a talent drain to 
more prosperous areas. 

One of the Govemmeut's 
models, following a report by 
the Coalfields 'lUsk Force last 
summec is the new Barnsley 
Design Centre, whose director, 
Robert Fellows, welcomed the 
targeted approach.Mr Pres- 
cott said the package was rec- 
ompense for the abrapt nature 
of the pit dosures of the 1970s 
and 19805, which had left the 
former coalfields reding. 

“We need a long-term, 10- 
year^plus, programme. Today 
is Just one step along the road. 
Over tbe next three years we 
are Investing £750 million on 
bousing, £1.4 baiion on em- 
ployment Anri training anri 
£900 million on regeneration 
in local authority coalGdd 
areas,” he said 

Joan Dixon, of tbe Coal- 
Qeids Communities Cam- 
paign. said tbe indusUm of 
existing funds in the package 
meant the total was less than 
it appeared. But she said: 
‘“Tbe most important thing is 
that the Government has 
pledged a long-term commit- 
ment This is a ray of hope 
after years of decline.” 

The miners' pension sur- 
plus of £10 minion will be di- 
vided equally between 
EngLsh, Scottish and Welsh 
former coalfiddsBut tiie use 
of the surplus brought criti- 

ffiam front mining iminns. 

Bleddyn Hancock, general 
secretary of tbe pit supervi- 
sors' bo^ Nacods said the 
move was "a disgrace”. 



Dutch Shell as the world's 
bluest energy group. Exxon 
MobO will also surpass Gener- 
al Motors, as America’s 
largest company with $203 bil- 
lion in combined revenue last 
yean 

In Europe. Exxon trades as 
Esso and its North Sea explo- 
ration and production is done 
in partnership with Shell A 
question mark bangs over 
Jobs in that area. 

The mergers come at a time 
ririien oil companies face a 
double bind • the lowest oO 
prices in more than 10 years 
and rising exploration costs. 

The move is part of a ^b- 
al change Oil prices have 
practically been cut In half 
over the past yean All compa- 
nies are seeking to survtve in 
this new situation,” said Total 
chairman Thierry Dennarest 
who takes the same post in the 
comhlned group. "Tbe busi- 
ness environment will be 
tougher than In past ye^.” 

Some analysts queried the 
wisdom of the de^One sai± 
"Total is paying a 37 per cent 
premimn, thafs 23 per cent 
higher than PetroFina’s all- 
time high, in a mazket where 
oil prices are at all-time lows.” 

British Petroleum and 
Amoco started the oil merger 
bend when they announced a 
$48.3 billion merger in Au- 
gust BP believes that after 
merging with Amoco savings 
will amount to $2 billion an- 
nually by 2000. Half of those 
savings will result from reduc- 
ing ^ workforce by some 
6.000. The BF-Amoco deal is 
being scrutinised by the Fed- ! 
eral Trade Ck>mmis$ion, I 



Shell ditches 
asset sell-off 


Terry Macallster 


A NGLO-DUTCK oil 

company Shell bos 
been fbrced to cancel 
ground-breaking 
plans, to sell millions of 
pounds-worth of assets as tbe 
price of oil phinimets world- 
wide. 

Failure to find buyers fbr 
the assets in the North Sea and 
Thailand is embarrassing for 
Sh^ because industry experts 
had hailed the disposal 
gramme as an importsmt sign 
that w«ipany management 
was at last u^ierlng in a new 
era of cost-consciousness. 

Ike news cones just 24 
hours after 8h^ was forced to 
can off a proposed European 
joint venture with Texaco of 
XIS, althOU^ ttaa frl- 
eOed peculation that the two 

might l)e lim herw 

ing up for a full-hlowu merger 
in reaction to the other corpo- 
rate tie-ups that have swept 
the indus^ in recent weeks. 

. Shell wanted to sell its in- 
terests In the Nmth Sea King- 
figbAr field — which daily 
produce 30,000 barr^ of oil 
and 138 million cubic feet of 
gas — as well as its entire ex- 
ploration and production op- 
eration in Thailand. Shell has 
been criticised In the past for 
not disposing of ba^ per- 
forming assets. 


Yesterday a Shell UK 
spoleesman said the compaiw 
was disappointed that It h.*id 
not got the kind of offers that 
ftilly Fleeted the value of the 
interests. 

*Tt is perhaps not surpris- 
ing given the state of the oU 
markets. But Kingfisher Is 
still a valuable asset for us 
and we will continue to oper- 
ate it alongsidie our partner 

Esso,” be said. 

Shell International also put 
a positive glora on the coUopse 
of talks with buyers In Thai- 
land. "We withdrew the as- 
sets because we did not get the 
oCCBr we wanted.” a spokes- 
woman said. "But this Is a 
promising business because 
there has been a 50 per cent in- 
crease hi proven oil reserves 
In our key Si concession." 

The foQure is not just a 
setba^ for Shell. It also 
moana that Other oil compa- 
nies might be forced to re-rate 
asset values to reOect that 
crude prices are at their low=- 
est in real terms for 25 years. 

This that otbv com- 

panies, such as Premier Oil. 
which are trying to sell off 
North Sea assets to raise 
mudi-needed funds could also 
find themsef^'es disappointed. 

Shell traditionally has 
fovoured joint ventures and 
alliances rather than corpo- 
rate mergers. But the end ci 


the talks with Texaco has trig^ 
gered talk of a wider tie-up. 
The Sh^ spokeswoman said 
merger talks would be "news 
to me” white Texaco saM it 
would "consider all options to 
Improve business and in- 
crease value for sharehold- 
ers’*, 

Fhdel CBtelt, analyst with 
Fahnestock & Co in New Yoik, 
said: "Tliey may not be just 
forming an alliance but rang- 
ing whm tiiey wmt have dU'- 
ferent mindsets but a sln^ 
set of goals." 

But Alan Marshall analyst 
with Robert Fleming Real- 
ties in London, said: "Shell 
does not need any more as- 
sets: it just needs to manage 
better the ones it has already” 

Sh^ which reported a 56 
percent drop in third quarter 
net profits to £497nilU}on. has 
been desperately trying to 
diange its culture under the 
new chairmanship of Ma^ 
Moody-Sbiart. Among the 
more unorthodox measures 
was to call in a Tibetan Bud- 
dhist priest to a recent man- 
agement summit 

In September. Shell an- 
nounced plans to close down 
its four regional headquartm 
induding its London Sbeii- 
Mex House. It revealed last 
month that 3,000 jobs would be 
cut fiom its European oil 
products division. 


The price of feebleness 


DAN ATKINSON finds fear stalking spot 
markets with oil cheaper than water 




The Mobil refinery in Beaumont, Texas, seems set to become part of the world's largest 
Industrial company under the merger announced yesterday PHOiOGRAm fursuuRMN 


which wni also have the task 
of ATflfrt riling Exxon’s acqulsl- 
UonofMoblL 

The Exxon-Mobn merger 
will reassemble the two 
biggest chunks of John D 
Rockefeller’s Standard Oil 
Trust, broken up in 1911 by 
the Supreme (k)urt in Ameri- 
ca's most famous anti-trust 
case. Mobil is the former Stan- 
dard Oil of New Ybrk. vtiule 
Exxon was once Standard Oil 
of New Jersey 


News in brief 


Anti-trust regulators are al- 
most certain to demand di- 
vestitures of refineries and 
petrol statioiui. The compa- 
nies’ total share of US pefrul 
sales came to about 20 per cent 
last year 

The group probably will 
have to sell some petrol sta- 
tions in Europe, where Mobil 
is already im^ved In a joint 
venture with BP. 

But regulators are expected 
to give the green light to the 


merger because of the intense 
pressure to cut costs. Some 
smaller companies have 
begun to default on debt With 
the Opec on cartel tinahip to 
muster tbe necessacut back 
production, the trend is for 
lower oil prices over tbe next 
few years. 

"Tlie ultimate beneficiary 
of an this will be the con- 
sumec” satri Daniel Vfer^n. 
the phairman of Cambridge 
Energy Research Associates. 


“^"WENTY years ago. strik- 
I ing tanker drivers the 
I shod! troops of the 
vnnter of Discontent — stran- 
gled Britain’s petrol supplies 
anri set tile scene for the oil 
crisis that followed the Shah 
of Iran's hurried departure 
from Tehran in 1979. 

Last night the oQ price was 
Kiiriing towards its lowest lev- 
ds in real terms since tiie last 
Ford An^ia rdled off Qie pro- 
duction line In 1967. Panic- 
stricken oil groups have 
rushed to merge to hold off 
slumping oil prices as mo- 
torists — alreacly ehjqying 
prices one^ixth per litre of 
the cost of min eral water in a 
Lon^n pub anticipate the 
fruits of cut-price competition, 
at the petnd pump. Analysts 
agree, with the most pes- 
simistic ptedietiog a rapid 
dive into single figures for tile 
price of the benchmark Brent 


North Sea crude from last 
ni^t^ $10A4 a barrd for 
January delivery Only 24 
hours earlier, they had su& 
gested $10.64 as the tedmieai 
support level below which the 
price would disintegrate. 

Inventories are thought to 
be at an all-time high, and US 
supplies were yesterday re- 
ported by the American 
Petndeum Institute to be 8 per 
cent hi^r in the week to 
Noveioher 20 than during the 
same period of 1997. 

IronicaUy the cause of the 
price slump is no difibrent 
Gram tite cause of the vertigi- 
nous price rises of the I970s — 
the Organisation of Pefro- 
leum Eqiorting Countries 
(OPE(^. But whereas once the 
oil cartel's summit meetings 
struck fear into the industri- 
alised west, last week's OPEC 
meeting In Vienna was so foe- 
ble and indecisive that its con- 



clusion triggered the latest 
price foils. 

However, one anals'st has 
suggested that "green taxes” 
loaded on fo^il fuels re- 
sult in the West having a 
recession, with slumping oil 
prices but without the low- 
cost fuel that could launch a 
recovery 


Three Barings chiefs are 
banned for incompetence 

THREE former directors of the crashed Barings bankizig 
^upwbre dedaied "incompetent” yesterday l^aHigh Court 
judge and foce a ban from Britain’s boardrooms laaiing up to IS 
years each, as a result of their foUures to detect and prei«nt 
tbeacitiyitiesof Singapore-based rogue trader Nick Leesoo. 

Fbrmer main board deputy chairman Andrew Tudrny for- 
mer main board director and head of financial products 
Ronald Baker and former Barings iirvestmeat subsidiary direc- 
tor and head of settlements Anthony Gamhy had displa^ a 
degree (tf incompetence su(fo as to jns^ keei^ig them away 
management of any company said Mr Justice Jonathan 
Faiker. 

The length the banning oiders — vtiiidicouldbeuptolS 
years person — will be determined at a ftitnre hearing. 

Barings, Britain's oldest merchant hank, cdUapsed into 
bankruptcy In February 1935 after Lesson's £800 mOIlon gam- 
bles came to light The Department of Ttade and Industry ap- 
plied for banning ordeie against 10 former Barings oSlcerB, 
seven of whom did not contest the orders and received prohibi- 
tions of up to three years . — OmAtktnaon 


Our Fastest 3D Homi 


Pension clawback attacked 

UNION leaders yesterd^ threatened to name and shame the 
blue-chip companies which seize millions of pounds every year 
from the pensions of their retired employees. 

More than 2S million pensioners are affected by the practice, 
known as "dawback”, whereby employers deduct equiva- 
lent of the basic state pension or up fo one-and-a-half Hmcj; fiie 
lower warning s limit from the sum used to ralmlata pensions. 
This corporate raiding takes around £1,700 from tiie average 
person’s pension every year and. because it is not scaled ac- 
cording to earnings, the lowest paid are the hardest hlL 

Around 46 per cent of private-sector and 6 per cent of puUlc- 
sector schemes daw back pensions. Some of the worst offend- 
ers are the blue-chip companies with luge surpluses inrtnriing 
J Sainsbury Anglian Water, BOC Group, Churage. Ford and 
NatWest, altfaou^ some companies have alrody abolished 
dawback — Claim Holdings, Jacobs Bakertes and Pearl 
Assurance now allocate tiie fon pension to retired 
employees , — Liz Stuart 




Just look at this 
unbeatable high end, total 
PC package with all these 
8 items included. 

Powerful 366MHz 3D 
computer that’s fester 
than our 400-2 PC, 
printer, scanner and 
more for just 
£1098 -HVAT 




Buzz goes on to infinity 

BUZZ Lightyear is indeed set for '^Infinity and beyond”, the 

catchphrase Of the toy Spaceman In the film Toy Story Despite 

the film being two years <dd — aninfinityintheworldofc^- 
dren’s entertaimnait-> Buzz is once a^Jn soaring in the 
Christmas sales, according to ^ Character Group, which 
owns ri^ts to Bus. his sidekick Woody and other stars such as 
Spice Girt doUs and the Teletubbies. 

Character's diairman, Rlchaiti King, said sales Buzz 
were higher this year dm two years ago when tbe film was re- 
leased Ifo believes tbe spaceman will stay in the charts for 
years, boosted by Toy Story 0, which is due out in 2000. 

He was speaking after reporting a rise in pr^ts of more 
than 50 per cent to £7,3 million. Sales for the year to tiw end of 

August rose from £41 maiinn to £89 mill inn 

'The company escaped the worst of the Christmas sales 
Slump because of early orderingof seasonal meichandise. But 
Mr King said the business had felt tiie impact of the slowdown 
in consumer spending. - Roger Cquk 


TOmnaT RATES — BANK OBLS 


Help at last . . . Easlngton Colliery in Coonty Durham was 
closed by RGchaelHeseUine in 1992 pHoroGivmMAfKnNOER 
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an tfie PCs we sell. 

And we sell no other 

make. 

Because we design and bidd 
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Racing 


SPORTS NEWS 13 


Hennessy fourth ready for quick reappearance, Graham RcxA reports 



flaioxit. . . Salty Behaviour <ri^t) gets the better of Most Respec tf ul on the sand at Sonthwell yesterday photograph: OEOFesstCLTON 


Reveley, Niven 
have field day 
at Newcastle 


B OSS DOVLE. who 
finished a respect- 
able fburth to Teeton 
Mill in the Hennessy 
Gold Cup on Saturday! mi^t 
make a snrprisini^ Quick 
reappea r an c e against D<uan’s 
Pride and Imperial Can in fiie 
John Doikan Chase at Pun- 
ehestoam on Sunday. 

Moose Morris was pleased 
with the sray his horse had 
recovered from a hard race in 
testing ground. “He’s come 
out of It weQ, and the Pun- 
CbestowD race is apossibiUty, 
but I won’t make a decision 
until lata* in the weel^” he 
said. 

Doran's Pride, third la the 
last two ChaTtenTtam Gold 
Cups, Is unbeaten this 
aotumn, while Imperial Can, 
adio won the steeplecbasing 
cbampfon.ship three seasons 
ago, has shown signs of; 
returning to something ap*- 
proaching his best fbim in 
recentraees. i 

The Irish-trained Hfll Soci- 
ety was one of the best backed 
htarses with Ladbndces fbr the 
Mitsubishi Shogun Tingle 
Creek Chase at Sandown on 
Saturday. . and was clipp^ 
fiom 9-2 to 4 - 1 . “He worked 
well thts morning," said Noel 
Meade. Direct Route ( 8-1 to 
7 - 1 ) and Mandy's Msm^o 
to 10 - 1 ) also attracted 
support, while Edredon Bleu 
was eas^ fiom 2-1 to 9 - 4 . 

Venetia vmilams's Teeton 
Mill landed a substantial 
toudi for his owners. The 
W inning Line, in the Hen- 

nessy. Racketball, r^reseat- 

ing the same rmmhlnariitn 
was t he sn taect of a gamhV 
with wmiam Hill f<ur the 
handicap hurdle they sponsor 
on ^tnrdasr’s Sandown card, 
and was cot from 10-1 to 9 - 2 , 
HlH’s also repealed good 
money for the ante-post 
ikvoarite. Blowing Wind, who 
is now 3-1 bom 9 - 2 . kbutia 


Pipe’s horse is 12-1 joint 
second favourite for the 
Champion HurdLe, together 
with Saturday's Fighting 
iTfth Hurdle winner, Dato 
Star. 

Noel Meade made three en- 
tries for the HlDs' race, but he 
announced yesterday that 


nftithAr Nonutdlc HOT Aborigi- 
nal would make the journey 
from Ireland. The trainer is 
likely to be represented by his 
progressive four-year-old, 
Snow Dragon, an 8-1 chance 
with the sponsors. ‘TU con- 
sult the owners, hot he’s 90 
per cent certain to run.” 


Meade added. Philip Hobbs 
win wmifA a dedsinn on the 
participation of FOlar Pros- 
pect nearer the weekend. 

The chanydon hurdler Ista- 
hraq was ciy)ped fimn 7-4 to 
6-4 by Ladbrokes to repeat his 
Chettenham victory in March 
and yesterday his owner, J. P. 


McManus, strengthened his 
hand for the big races 
through the winter by pur- 
chasing Le Coudray, France’s 
leading four-year-old hurdler. 
His new acquisition will be 
trained in Ireland, probably 
by Aldan 03 riea. 

The winner of four of his 


last five races. Le Coudray 
“has lots of qusdity, jump 
quickly, and has plenty of 
stamina," according to his 
present trainer. Maic^ Ihd- 
land. "AB I hope is that if Le 
Coudray does not adapt to 
their obstacles, then he will 
be sent back to me," he sairf 


KMOflvw 


M ary reveley and 
her jockey Peter Ni- 
ven have long been a 
standing dish at Newcastle 
and yesterday racegoers 
there had their biggest-ever 
feast from the mighty duo. 

The lady from Saltbum 
chalked np a massive 
10 , 709-1 fbn]>tliner, while 
Niven weighed in with a 
5 . 354-1 treble. 

Niven’s winners were 
Eingennie, Alpine Panther 
and Time of Flight — all 
trained by Reveley. who 
also scored with Lord 
Lamb, who was ridden by 
Alan Dempsey. 

Alpine Panther, carrying 
the eoloors of Peter SaviU. 
chairman of the British 
. Horseracing Board, gave 
Reveley the third leg of the 
qnartet with victory in the 
John Collier Handicap 
Hnrdle. 

The five-year-old. shonl- 
dering tc^weight of 12 st. 
jumped to the front two out 
and held off Palace Of Gold 
by two lengths, vrith Merry 
Masqnerade, a stablemate 
of the winner, third. 

Dnsaddling the 13-2 win- 
ner. Reveley, who is still at i 
a loss to explain the way 
Seven Towers and Marello 
ran so badly at Newbnry on 
Saturday, said: “Everybody 
was saying that we must 
have the vims, but that is 
not so.’’ 

Eingennie’s victory, at 
33 - 1 . in the Enropean 
Breeders Fond Joe Wake 
Novice Hnrdle. repr es ented 
a notable feat for Joan Ni- 
vm. who not only bred the 
mare, but also her jock^. 

The bay. whose dam Loch 
Brandy gave Niven his first 
winner as an amateur 
rider, snrptised her con- 


j nectlons with her six- 
length hurdling debut vic- 
tory over Ahruydoubleyou. 

“I thought she would be a 
bit green today because 
everything we have asked 
her to do she has done very 
greenly.” explained 
Reveley. 

“I thought she would 
have a good look at every- 
thing. bat they make fbols 
of you.’’ 

Noshinannikin, squeezed 
to 8-11 favourite by several 
four-figure wagers, cer- 
tainly made a fool of his 
supporters, retomlng lltta 
of the i 2 toQitish. 

Lord Lamb, the even- 
money favourite, initiated 
the Reveley fbnrrome with 
a comfortable vtctoiy in the 
opening Tommy O’Connor 
Novice Hnrdle. 

The grey's debut over 
timber had been postpone 
after fog caused the curd at 
Wetherby a fortnight ago to 
be abandoned, but be made 
np for time lost with a two- 
length beating of Te^aJoc. 

In view of Reveley’s three 
wins prior to the conclud- 
ing Harry Dixon Standard 
Open National Hunt Flat 
Race, It was a surprise to 
see that Time of Flight and 
Supreme Fortune, her two 
nmners. were allowed to 
start at 20 - 1 . 

Tliey came back first and 
second, with the Niven- 
partner^ Time of Flight 
getting the better of Demp- 
sey and Supreme Fortune 
by half a lengtk 

Only Dan De Man stood 
between Reveley and a five- 
timer as he defied the 
stable’s Wynyard Lady In 
the Philip Cusslns Condi- 
tional Jockeys* Handicap 
Hnrdle. thereby confonnd- 
ing racecourse nimonr that 
he would find the soft 
ground a gntwgt him. 
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Results 


NEWTON ABBOT 
1 W 5 (ta II Hrita 1 , BBAU; C Uamiyn 
( 7 i- 2 ); X enac* tand (vO lav): X Coo^ 
«*M riiawrt ( 19 - 11 . B rm IX. 10 . (H 
Twhton-Davies) Ttau: ES-IO: B. 70 , ti.OD. 
E 7 .ia l»iml P: Cl -SO. CSP; C 4 7 B. 
1 .ta(ta 110 MsehX 1 ,IMVALTeiAfT, 
MnDnOIViliip tJ.T. ITfeMlnltfrair 1 
av): X tal Hwie ( 7-91 B ran 0 . 9 . (N 
Handoreon) Tola £ 4 . 10 -. iri.iO. Ei. 4 a Ci-SD. 
DnU F: ESiaa CSF; £ 6 . 84 . NR: AdvancaEacL 
bM (ta It Hta): 1 . BtoUIIT DBS 
• 4)39 p Cumng ( 11 -e lav); xtaa 
. BtM ( 39 - 1 ): X PHtata ( 6 - 1 ). B 
WI Htf. 21 (P Habbt) Ta(« £ 2 . 00 ; C 1 . 1 D, 
C 2 .BO. Cl.Ta Dual R CSD.B 0 . C$F: IS 4 X). 
Trleasc £ 172 . 10 . 

SXS (ta at tlOydb CIto Ip BAROlb 
CEUl, W Moroton ( 0 - 2 ): X Wn tataw 
( 7 - 2 ):beiBlBaaca(il^tav|.eran 2 . 7 .(k 4 
wiaim >4 Ton; £ 5 . 4 a E 2 .eo. EZ. 4 a Dual r 
etbfi 0 .DeP: £ 17 . 39 . 

bM (Sih 5 f llOyM Oijc 1 , ZAOUV 
uuax 6 Burrougn (B-i fov); X tan- 
okaa ( 1 1 - 2 ): X Bnltasa ( 16 - 1 ). 8 ran s. 
dhL (P Aodtora) ibiK czao: CiXL £ 230 . 
C 7 ta. Dual R £& 5 a C 8 R 06 . 19 . Triasb 
£ 1 97 . 4 b 

aj 8 cawf H ato to d,b» u a*TCOCTdLOT- 
BUT, WMrnon (&4 Fow): X Bta Btouar 
(^ 1 ): X taMfe Nnn (S^l). S ran tt, tt 
(M wi)Unaan)TMwfi 2 Xl; Cl eo. £ 1 . 00 . Dual 
R EGA CSR rffff* 

pucMon £ 19 - 40 . QOMDrem ei 9 .ia 

NEWCASTLE 

IbSS (ta Hdtadi 1 , bOIID LMU, Ur A 
Ownpaev (ewara lav): XToamlM ( 5 - 1 ): X 
>TMen( 6 ^), l 9 ranb 2 b(MraM 


Ravalay) Tow Ci.TO: tl.TO. £ 14 a £ 1.60 
Dual F: 0 . 40 . CSR £ 45 b 
IXSB (ta 4 f Mdto^ 1 , KIMOBmie; P 
rAvon ( 33 - 1 ); X Abravdortlaiau ( 11 - 2 }: 
X taBnn(l^l). 8-1 1 lav Noshlnannllila l 3 
ran 6 . 15 (Mre M Ravalay) Tei« C 2 S 50 : 
e 45 a £ 150 . CtJO. Dual F. CBl.Ta CSF: 
eaoiUb NRimnar: Chadiiiy Rm 
Ita (ta Crt 1 , VOHPS TIP, A MOQUlra 
(O-i); X Babbfe (Und ( 7 - 2 ); X todoM 
TriiiT (^. 7-4 lav Hchbs Capialn. ii ran 
Ml. 25 . (F UMphyi Tc 4 a: £ 8 . 10 : £1 JO. E 2 . 00 . 
w wi Dual F: C 32 J 0 . CSF: £ 30 . 08 . Tritecta: 
£ 3 l 8 . 2 a 

1,88 (ta llta> 1 , DAM M aUN, T 

SIdreil ( 11-4 jt-lavl: % WmOrd IM|P 
( 11-4 iHav); X n aaiBla ( 5 - 1 ). 8 nn 4 , 4 . 
IMM L Ewaaii) Tew cam; £ 220 . ore. 
p..i F; f»ow CSF: £ 1021 . TrIeaBt Ol . 74 . 
2 X 8 (ta Hdtofel. AlFBK PJUITIBX P 
Mvon ( 13 - 2 ): 2 . Patora of OoM ( 4 - 1 ). X 
Marry BaiMirarta ( 5 - 1 ). 0-4 (av CeB- 


Bte«m Boy 6 ran S. 3 . (Ii 4 ra M Ravalay) Tata: 
£ 020 ; ES. 00 . £ 150 . CBOft Oval F- Cttn. 
CSF: £ 90.02 Tilcaab £127 JM. NFh JahnaTM 

ISb (ta iioyre chb 1 . laow paa- 
■Mfr, D Parker ( 2 S- 1 ): X BRa il i r Olary 
( 6 - 9 ); X Oelriea HoBo (B-i). IS-B lav PoUU- 
^TVinr. 7 ran 7 , b (PWkAan) Tew G 4 Dre; 
BJD. £152 Dual F: £ 29.42 CSR CE 7 . 77 . 
TrKta C 2315 B. Ml: satiety Fired. 

3 .as (ta itato 1, TMOi OP fUQiir, p 
wven ( 21 ^ 0 , ft Stan— Poramen-i): 
to Hattm Aftoir (0-4 (av). 21 rani, tt (Mre 
U Ravalet) Tata. £ 17 . 10 ; £ 3 . 40 , £ 240 , Eire. 
Dual F: E 9 S. 80 . CSF: C 3 SB. 96 . NRr: 
Cuctuilainn. 

ddCKPOrR Not won. £ 3.71422 carried lor- 
wardtoConarldb 
PLAeUPOTkClISBa 
QUADPonesau 

SOVYHWBLL 

« 1 M(nma(!]i 1 ,SMmiS, Candy Mem* 


(8-1), to Piuaiiaatnrt Caw (3-1 lav), a, 
HaabMi (^1). 1S ran IX S (O L Monro) 
Taw £11 10; core £1.70, £5.00 Dual F: 
C1&», CSF: £29.02. Trlcaac Dll 18 NR- 
CoMluroe Btiw. 

1to1» Mto 1, ttTeN ISPBBIt, R Price 
(ff n riliaaa“’*-*-T('" M TTh— y— 
(40-1). 9-1 lav Moot. 13 ran Sh. all. (blra N 
Macaulay) TaW £280. D-TO, £<.60. £620. 
Dual F; C1D2S0. CSF: £9439. TnCaeF 
E3.461Jb 

Itodoriai 8f)i T, PM GRV. Mr C vigora 
(4-7 tn): to Wta Canary (1C-1); 3, 8 
ntailpe (4-1). 11 ran 1. tt (Sif Marti 
Preacotl) TaW £1.70. Cl.lb £320. Cl.lO. 
Dull F:ei3re CSF: CISre 
1.1B (Sl}i 1, AOtoPW BOV, A Culhane 
(7-4);to P I>4w t O*" ta M-lllawhtoGta 
iw Oal |3i-i). 19 ran JC, 4. (M Chapman) 
Tow £320: n.ia £1.ia E4 72 Owl F: £1 20 
CSF- £320 

1,48 (Into 1. WMDMIlFr, R VAunn 
(2S-1h to bew WnwoMa (8-1 tav). to 
IliaUijaiJi JaM (10-1): «, AktaB CM- 
Mtor{90-1)l6rvilX.ttX.(O8naw|TaW 
C«ire;E420.Cl2aE2aLC520 Dual Para- 
coBC £00.70. Compiaar siraign Rnecaae 
£7057. Trfeoat £70444. 

S.1 8 (Blto liTMBAVmnAQltoJ Fanning 
(0-2); to Oeber (7-2 tovli to Mhn BIta 
(9-1). 13 ran Hb 2 (D 5Mw| TeW C4.t0; 
Eire Dm. £450. Itoal R £070 C6f; 
CIbtO Trlcast £131.71. 
to4S rmr 1,MI>TV MHAVKNIto A CM- 
hana (4-1 (Hav); to Meat WeBaaetlM (4-1 
jHw): to zahwn ^ 1 ). 19 ran 1. tt (P 
Evanal Toia: £4.90: £152 D5a, £4.70. DuU 
F;D4a CSF; £1054 

toiB (in ani 1 , naiipwn dLow, r 

Studhefena (14-1): 8, Yea Kan ~ 
(26-1); to Stanw SBk (19-1); 4, 1 
(ivt). 9-4 lav Uaidul. 16 ran li, 4, (D 
MorriB). 
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Football 


Newcastle 
row as Hall 
enters fray 


Jirilanncli 


A fresh row broke 
out at Newcastle 
United .yesterday as 
the disgraced 63niier 
directors Dou^as Hall and 
fraddle Shepherd threatened 
to force their way back on to 
the board of directors of the 
pic. 

The nhgirmnn DeoiS CaS- 
sidy immediately postponed 
neict Monday's annual share- 
holders' meeting, where the 
two men were pianTiin0 to 
stage their coup. 

Han and Shepherd own 64 
per cent of Newcastle United 
between them but It is under- 
stood both the chairman and 
his fellow independent direc- 
tor Jo^ Josephs are pre- 
pared to quit the club if they 
try to rejoin the boardroom. 
Seven directors have previ- 
ously walked out on the club 
since it joined the stock- 
market 18 months ago. 

C^idy, who accepted the 
chairman’s job only four 
months ago. is thought to 
have received a written assur- 
ance at the time of his ap- 
pointment that neither Hall 
nor Shepherd would seek a 
return to the board until New- 
castle had re-established its 
reputation as a well-run pub- 
lic company. 

They were ousted femn the 
boardroom of Newcastle 
United pic — the stock- 
market-listed parent com- 
pany of Newcastle United FC 
— nine mnni-hs ago following 
a newspaper eqiose which 
revealed the two men had 
made disparaging remarks 
about Newcastle United's fans 
and the women of the north- 
east 

They were later reinstated 
as directors a£ the football 
club and were instrumental 


Europe’s elite 
standtomilk 
new league 


ThiHiUiy CoEIngs 
InOeneva 


T he vision of a revamped 
Champions League ?ritb 
well-ordered financial 
arrangements and happy par- 
ticipants moved closer but 
remained incomplete after 
yesterday’s meed^ of U^’s 
European Club 2000 task 
force. 

What Is clear is that the 
smaller dubs will earn con- 
siderdfly less than the giants 
of the European game if yes- 
terday's proposals are 
adopts 

Some £261 million, repte- 
sentix^ 75 per cent of the 600 
million Swiss feancs (£348 
million) being promised by 
Uefa, will be distributed to 
the participating dubs. But at 
UeBi's insistence five per cent 
of that figure will go to their 
leagues fer the development 
and education of young play- 
ers. In addition three per cent 
<xf the remaining £87 million 
win be distributed by Uefe 
among the leagues of the non- 
partieipatlng dubs for the 
same purpose. 

But at less than £3 mOlion 
this is a paltry amount to 
share among an agHmatwi 35 
leagoto. The rest of Uefe's SS 
per cent share is earmarked to 
pay direct costs, agency fees 
and contributions to the 
wHnwai meniber associations. 


While the bigger dubs will 
continue to grow the remain- 
der win stn^^ to keep pace 
iini«»«K they can . transform 
their television "market 
value”, one of the two factors 
to be used by Uefe in calculat- 
ing the dtvisioa of wealth. 

This means that dubs from 
Italy. Germany, Spain and 
En^Land wID. claim the lion’s 
share. The other fector is 
merit and clubs will be 
rewarded on a payn^t-per- 

matrh bSSiS Whl^ wUl nuilcp 

success a lucrative business. 

The gathering; designed; to 
prepare proposals for Uefe’s 
executive committee meeting 
in Taiigannw on December 
10-iL satisfied the Premle^ 
ship's chief executive Peter 
Leaver and Uefe’s general sec- 
retary Gerhard Algner. 

"It Is slow but steady. I 
think we ate getting there,” 
said Leaver. “It was a feuUfbl 
meeting,” said Aigw. *T felt 
there was mote confidence 
feom various parties than 
previously.” 

Teams who narrowly fen to 
qual^ as one of the initial 

mayimiiin four PST natiOD 

for the Cbampimis League 
might fiwrt themsdves in t he 
revamped 9&dub Uefe Cup. 
That is being planned as a 
knock-out competition and 
dubs reaching the quarter- 
finals will guarantee their 
national league an additional 
entry the following season. 


Juventus defy travel ruling 


J UVENTUS yesterday de- 
fied Uefe’s directive and 


Vfied Uefe’s directive and 
wiU travel to Istanbul this 
morning for the postooned 
Champions League match 
against Galatasaray toni^t. 

Under Uefe’s rules teams 
must travd to match venues 
the day .before an away fix- 
ture in Europe and the Italian 


elusions risk disciplinary 
action by felling to comply. 

A brilliant late goal Raul 
enabled Real Madrid to aid the 
Worid Club (Xip to the Euro- 
pean Cup when they beat 
Vasco da (3ama of Brazil 2-1 in 
Tokya Raul took a long pass, 
eluded two defenders and 
curied borne a ri^-foot shot 
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in arran g in g last wsek’s con- 
troversial £8 aignfnp 

of Duncan Ferguson from 
Everton. 

Until now their nominees 
have represented their vast 
shareholding on the pic 
board. Dou^as Hall, son of 
the former chairman Sir John 
Han, brought in a property 
consultant John Fdicler. to 
spe^ for his S7 per cent con- 
trolling stake and Freddie 
Shepherd appointed a local 
husinessmaa Tom Fenton. 

At the weekend, however, 
Hall and Sh^iherd informed 
Cassidy that they were ready 
to vote their own nominees 
offtbe board at the compaz^s 
flnntiai shareholders’ meeting 
next Monday and use their 
shares to reinstate them- 
selves as directors. 

Newcastle Joined the Stock 
Exchange in 1997 in a bid to 
emulate the success of Man- 
chester United. But the team's 
forhmes on the pitch have 
since declined and Hall's and 
Sfa^herd's vast shareholding 
has prevented any serious 
City investors from backing 
the club. 

Last night a scarce close to 
the Newcastle boardroom 
said: ‘The entire board, in- 
cluding Fenton and Fender, 
are umted in their view on 
this matter. 

"The arrangement was 
working weQ and the inde- 
pemdent non-executive direc-- 
tors see no reason to change.” 

The source added tiiat the 
chairman's threat to quit was 
reaL “A^ good non-execu- 
tive, having exhausted all tiie 
possibilities, would eventu- 
ally say, *What else can I do 
butgor” 

Cassidy has a month to 
reach an agre^noit, as the ' 
postponed annual meeting 
must take place before the 
^d of this year. 



At fall stretch . . .Luton's flying goaDseeper Kelvin Davis intercepts a crossvriilleNianQainnofSimdertB^ dives into the thick of the action 


PHOTOGRAPH: RAOUC OSCON 


Woffthington Cup, quartei^lhial: Sunderland 3 Luton Town 0 


Bridges and Quinn produce a late kill 


■Heha^ Walker 


W ITHOUT ever oom- 
ing close to r^ito- 
ducing the coher- 
ent. penetrative 
football which has character- 
ise tbeir season to date. Sun- 
derland nevertheless went 
through to their first cup 
BOfiii . fi nai in six yeais last 
oi^t 

A deOectod headed goal 
from Andy Melville five min- 
utes before half-time looked 
to be deciding the tie before 
Michael Bridges added a 
second with a composed catl- 
ing shot one minute from 
riniA gnrt NiaE Quinn the 
thinl just before the end. ~ 


Thomas Sorensen, the 
home goalkeeper, did not 
rnflicp a save aU ervnlng, al- 
though Luton ha^ a legiti- 
mate eronse for tltolr blunt- 
ness given that tiiey were 
rednoed to 10 men after only 
35 minutes when Mltcb^ 
Thomas was sent off for a 
second bookable offence. 

It was only after Thmxas's 
dismissal that Sunterla^ 
WHO able to enforce their su- 
periority, and even then Petm* 
Reid’s side were considerably 
less imprtosive than when 
winning on penalties at Ever- 
ton in the previous round or 
in scoring four at Sheffield 
United on Saturday. 

Luton's primary task last 
night was to stop Sunderland 


scoring. With S goals from 26 
games, the First Division 
leaders are the most prolific 
, team in England, but Luton 
had some infonnatkm 

from their Sunderland old 
boy Phil Gray — and a enn- 
ningplan. 

Recalling his Roker Park 
days at Sunderland, Gray said 
that if the away team held ont 
for the first 20 minutes, then 
the home crowd quickly ' 
transmitted Its anxiety to the j 
players. I 

Luton achieved that target 
without too much difficulty, 
although any simmering firu^ 
tration among the hone fans 
at the Stadium of Light was 
cooled by Sunderland's first 
shot, from Bridges in the I9th 


minute, and by their second 
shortly afterwanls. 

Quinn could well have 
scored after accepting a 
Kevin Ball pass but.' after lift- 
ing it over his Steve 

Davis, the Irash striker fluffed 
a lefbfooted volley. . 

Wifii their da]4mroiia.wlDg- 
ers Allan -T#tiifigtftn and Nicky 
Siunmerbee receiving little 
posapmlnn, Stwderiand strug- 
l^ed for fluioicy and flie ex- 
pected sle^ never material- 
ised. But Luton's confidence 
was understandably under- 
mined by Thomas's sending 
off 

Thomas, booked for a bois- 
terous confrontation with the 
belligerent Ball after 25 min- 
TrtP^ , blatantly fouled Quinn 


10 minutes later. According to 
the rules the former Spurs 
riayer had to go, but it did- 
, seem harsh on Luton. That 
; folding increased when Sun- 
derland- the lead five 

It was an. u^- goal too, Mel- 
' vine's flieked boadftr . from 
Johnstoa’s cross a de- 
flection off the unfivtunate 
Marvin Johnson as it 
past Kdvin Davis. 

Johnson's bed luck almost 
continued after the interval 
when Summerbee’s low cross 
from from tile riAt ballooned 
off the centre-hau's knee and 
forced Davis into a nervous 
quint across goaL 

Quinn, and Johnston both 
bad useAil dfort&after that as 


Sundatiand assumed noncha- 
lant ixmCroL Yet there was an 
alarming lack of urgency 
firaoi the Wearsldecs going 
forward and that meant 
Luton were able to make occa- 
sional progress upfldd of 
thelrown. 

It resulted In no clear 
chances, though, and the 
wiatoh, apart from a good 
reaction save by Davis llrom 
Qpinn near the end, like the 
occasion petered out Into the 
most dlsiiipomting of anti- 
climaxes. 


iMaMtaa (4-4^ SHwwan; Mikln, 
MaMSa. Bwar, Saait SwimaiMa, Ball. 
Clark, JohnaiDA; Outimi 
lataM Tmm {4-4-8}: K Davla: AMmdar. 
S OaviB. JoAMon. 'nioimaa: Evara. Spring. 
M e Ktenan (litiLMn. Tln^l, UcGomn 
(WMia. TBK Oar. OBMQlBa (DDMHy-. BS). 
HalanMt E Lamaa (MaMHaaiar). 


Strachan I Grantchesterthrows hat into ring at Everton 


awaits 
call from 
Rovers 


bn Robb 


B lackburn Rovers* 
detemunation to in- 
stall a new manner 
before the weekend could 
well lead them to Gordon 
Strachan's fbont door 
within the next 24 hours, 
wriies Ian Ross. 

The Coventzy City man- 
ager moved smartly up the 
Lancashire club’s list of po- 
tential successors to the 
sacked Roy Hodgson yester- 
day after two other leading 
candidates were ruled out of 
cantention. Although Blads- 
I burn's benefactor Jack 
Walker is willing to offer his 
new manage more tban 
£2 million over four years, 
he Is now strugsAii^ to find 
someone suitably quaUfled. 

Walker's personal choice 
was Bilan Kidd but Man- 
chester United’s assistant 
: manager will stay at Old 
Trafford after being in- 
formed yesterday that he 
wUl not be given permis- 
sion to open taika with 
Biat-ichfii-n . “Biackbum ^d 
I make an approach but we 
have denied them permls- 
' Sion to speak to Brian.” 
said Unity's chief execu- 
tive Martin Edwards. - 
The former Blackhum 
captain Colin Hendry was 
also removed from the 
equation yesterday. Ten 
days after indScati^ that 
he would d^nifely be in- 
terested in returning to 
Ewood Park only fonr 
months after leaving to join 
Rangers, Hendry insisted 
that his fhture lay in Glas- 
gow. *T am h^py to coo- 
tinne my playhig career 
and 1 intend to do that at 
Ibrox.” he said. 

Blackburn's caretaker 
manager Tony Packes will j 
he without Chris Sutton for I 
tonight’s WortbJjigtoa Cup 
quarter-final tie at Leices- 
ter. Sutton has completed a 
fbnr-match ban but is stiU 
troubled by a foot Injury. 

Darren Ferguson, son of 
Manchester United's man- 
ager Alex, is to have a trial 
with the Italian Sezle B 
club Cosenza with a view to 
a permanent move. The 
Wolves manager Colin Lee 
is ready to let the 2fr-year- 
old midfielder leave but he 
wants to keep Keith Curie 
and has reacted an ap- 
proach finm Bristol City. 


T he battle for control of 
Everton b^an in ear- 
nest yesterday with po- 
tential buyers jocteying for 
position and Lord Grantebes- 
ter. tile grandsoa of Everton's 
former chairman and major- 
ity shareholder Sir John 
Moores, admitting tiud he is 
interested. 

(3rantchester is likely to 
fox^ an alliance with bis fel- 
low board member BID. Ken- 
wrigbt, wbo was promoted to 
vice-chairman In Monday's 
reshuffle. "As one of the di- 
rectors I will be involved, 
with others, to try to find a 
solution,” Grantchester said. 
"Now whether that includes 


me isn't easy to say, but it is 
one option ff there are other 
people wbo come forward 
with a better solutiou. then I 
would support them. 

"We have to find a way out 
of this; that is our responsi- 
bility. We had c»me to a sltua- 
tiem that we could not endure 
any longer. Our i?h”^>nMn 
and manager were no longer 
able to work together.” 

As the directors, wealthy 
supporters. Middle Bast con- 
sortia and media groups 
began to chetfe their bank bal- 
ances in readiness for wbat ! 
may p rove to be an undigni- 1 
Sed scramble, the one man i 
whostillbasltinhlsretiutto I 
shape the fixture of the 
Merseyside club was keeping 
a predictably low profile. 


Twenty-four hours after an- 
nouncing that be had stood 
down as chairman Peter 
John^ was probably more 
concerned with preparing for 
a lengthy boiUday in the Ca- 
ribbean tban with the for- 
tunes of the dub be had prom- 
ised to restore to greatness. 

Althouah Johnson has indi- 
cated that he will offload his 
68 per cent shareholding, he 
is in no great burry to so do. 
It seems xxnlikely be win sanc- 
tion any fortnal handover 
until Fd>ruary at the earliest, 
when he will rev tixe tax 
benefits of having been resi- 
dent in Jersey for 12 months. 

Tn ^ h«» 1wt»riTO hi * may a g iv 

in principle to sell his stake 
should BByone be willing to 
meet his price. 


Tbe belief at Goodison Park 
Is tiiat the SO-year-old multi- 
miUionaire would be content 
to sen his stake around tbe 
boardroom table, but that will 
prove to be a practical solu- 
tion only If Johnson decides 
to be dove ratiier tban bawk. 

Witii footixalldubs bdng in 
a sellers' market at present, 
Johnson may dexnand in ex- 
cess of £80 million for tbe 
shares which cost him only* 
g19 imTlio n. 

Certainly any valuation 
above £60mllliQn could weE 
prove prohibitive for the 
ifenwright-Grantcliester con- 
sortium which will force Its 
way to tixe htod of any queue 
ofpurdiasers. 

As a result of Johnson’s de- 
cision to stand down and sell 


up, Everton will shelve thelr 
pfatL to sell Goodison Park 
and move to a 60,000 all-seat 
fitadiiun outside LiveipooL 

Niall Quinn was reported 
last night to be the subject of 
a transfer inquiry by Leeds 
United. Tbe EUand Road 
club’s manager David 
O'Leary, a former team-mate 
'Of Qufrin'B at Arsttial and 
with tbe Republic of Ireland, 
is believed to have turned his 
attention to Q»inn after fell- 
ing to sign Pierre van Hooij- 
donk firom Nottingham Forest 
for £4.5 million la^ week. 

Quinn^ tbe scorer of nine 
goals in his last nine matches 
for Sunderland, is cvurmxtly 
In negotiations with the 
Wearside club over a three- 
year contract 


Results 


FootbaU 

FA CMP 

Flrs^reund raplwe 

ilqW ClM*» {01 » .1 


CiwBtitjy B WddlaaerajBh 0: Onmabir g 
OMtwn 1. TIM DfvWoK Hemu 2 Chta- 
ar9. 

AVON iMsuiuuiee coMamATioMi 
•M Bfcas»H8 MnwBll 2 Rartamoum l; 
ToMttam 3 wyoomba a 


Oia ar a 60 
JaiHa7S.ea 


WOnTlilNaTON CUP 


Arta 2 Bangv i (aak ArOa ««n on goMan 
BOB}: Badydara 0 UnttaM Si cnaomUla 2 
CruaaOara 9; DWHiary 3 Purnnuny Rk 2 
Dungaonon Swifd a Carriefc T; Ohmaien 2 
Nawry 1; Lama 2 RUC a ’ 

WOHUI CLUB CUBI BtaiB Raal MatfrM 2 
Vaco M Qama i. 


13-16. is-a. 15-0; 4 waa* (8 bb 4 m d 

Janaon (Aul 1^11, 15-12. 12-15. 1^17. 
15-12 T ita* (Engl M D Ptfnwr (Au»> 

13- 15. 15-13. 16-7. 15-7; piMnai 

M N Tayfar (Eng) 16-6. 1^15. IS-ft A 
Bm* (Egypt} bt M Haaui (Seel) 15-6. 

14- 17, 15-11. 15-7; J Pmw (Can) M T 
Gwnar (Eng) lS-n^ 15-13. IS-Bl 


Sport in brief ^olor Racing 


Tennis 


Fixtures 


Munldi 3 VS Stvngvt D. 
BWTCH LBS^g Haa 


Haaranvaan 3 P$v 


Johnagn 40 (eg) 

Brtdgeiao 

a«4iw80 


(7^ uniaea UM) 

Football 


Rugby Union 


WdWI H gTOII eUPk - ITII 

l .el p e at i r v Blacttum; ToBenham v Man 


Hui^aa n(p«i) 


TOm KATCHBS inland A IB Seutfi Af- 
rtea 50; Laada 27 pqi 10. 

IA«1 HBBiamrATIVB MMfUab Eng- 
land A 18 Soidh Abica 331. 


NonrfeJi V OrimaBy; OPR V Ip a i M i. 


Chris WDklnsoii, hfertin Lee 
and David Sherwood wUl rep- 
resent Great Britain in the 
European Itfen’s Team Cham- 
plon^iip in Monte Catini, 
Italy, from December 14 to 20. 
Jeremy Bates captains the 
team whirii prill be aUmnpt- 

to win tixe rhampirma 

Division for the second 
successive year. 


NA'nONWIDEi 


BNWoai EbPv Vala 24 Uanalll 212 Party- 
prtdd S5 CawpMlly IS. 


«iBH(0)a 

MeOIbbon SI 
Lava 62 


Bowlo 


-niM PI vlBlOW 


c*Ma(a)o .eMdMf(0}« 

9.700 NugaM 46 

ii wW d W lQlt PWartw iwiA tOO 
PaaeodcTE 5,159 

FA TBOPIIW SacHiS KMi* Ooncastv 2 
SoODogrt (k Hayaa 5 WMlng % Mam- 
wiba 2 Barrew 0; V >a»ana8a 9 Chattan- 
bam 1: WUdng 3 Yaewll 0, 

FA VABO Saacod noM* Bap^ai Mv 
paUi-Tn 0 Si Halars Tn 4: Gamflailay Tn 4 
Bunan Mil Tn 0; YaUay 1 OBa To 3. 
imiAH UAOUO FI I mmtrn 
Boraham Wood 1 Harrow Borougn O: Oid- 
wtdi 0 CarMwIOT 0. PM etalalan LaaOh 
arttaad 4 Barton Rvra 2; WOmMay 0 MBM- 
Mhoad IM 0. Sawaad QloliiM BaHtord 
Tn 3 CMiMm ai patar o; Marlow 4 
Poltea 3! TTiwna UM 4 Whanhoi Th t. 
TIM BNIMI WI wlngaH 4 FlrcMey 0 
Croydon AHi 1. ^mm Omt IMl iwwO 
Grays Atfi 0 Waaldfiaaa 1: WDyWeata 2 
GravaMPd 5 M oi um eai 1. SaaawS 
WhyMaata 2 Gravnand 5 H orEdlB a l 1: 
BdlaklEStAlbant 0. 

UMBOND UAOUO MaMar DtaMaw 
Bambor Brldga 1 Lalgb RMl 1; atatybrIdBa 
3 Worksop 0. PM SIbMbs Rboon 2 
Conglelon Tn 0. CMtaaga Cm SaoawS 
raai wA AMrataii Tn 5 Balper Tn £ BTyth 
SgartwB 3 Bradford fw 1; Lancascer C i 
Trafford 2: Wlaen Alb 1 Wlnsford UU 2. 
H ap l ay i G idi olay 1 SporiRymeer uid a 
BR MAIffBllt UAAUO Piwiiii Blv 
loiam PdotpawaAi Kings Lyrtn ▼ 
Atharsione. 

N-W TWAINS UUOUC CUFi First 

roeod ; Maina Rd 2AaiiTlOR Ut 0. 

NORIHOM COUNTBS BAST LBAOM 
CUFl t ii o n dn —b Eeaeanfll 
aaHTnC 


DiWf (SooO M G BmWi (Eng) 7-5. 7-4; R 
CuM i ISeog M G nobdiWon (Bool} 7-5. 
5^. '^-1: M MoMMi (Aua) bt D Guilay 
^boe 4-7. 7^ 7-2; J .JM Frioa (WWaa» 
at n Waala (waiaa) 7-2. 7-4. 


4Mim Bt OabMaarsy v Jwawua. 
FAVOfWliyyuJi'iimilr^MForthla- 
van Y Brlaflngion (7.90). 

RTBAH WMIK PM PMMllw BraKW 
baa Tn v IMrfdga (7JI9: llWaray » Can- 
way lotand (r.aQ. VandMl Trnwfcy 
l ooond fw* HarfM Tn • Avaley (7 JO). 


t Nawport AFC V Paget Rngro (790). 
nwsw««y< a aoeod laR Bllaien Tn 


Cm ^al >81^ a aoeod la« Bllaien Tn 
V WoroapMr C (7J0); Pagac Rngra v 


Shasahad Ogn (7.30). 

N-W TRAM 1CA0VB nooM Ttapbpi 
real roMd; Skalmarsdale UM v Woodley 
Bporto (740. FItM ioM^ aaeoM lag; 
Namwteti Tn v Leak GSOB (790). Saaawd 
rasnrii Derwen v Vainhall GM (7S0). 
ARNOTT MSURANCB NORTHKHN 
LEACMIM FM Blytolw Badlingion Tar v 
Sout) sniaMa (7S0); SUEngtain Tn v Eaa- 
InOM (7S0). 


WORVB JUNIOR CMAJEFIORBHIFS 
(CtfOiL RoMd 19S BapK N vai* 

dar Nat (8A) x M HovkaCEng) ft S WIL 
B«nB(EnB) t A Tiirzs(Hun} X FM 
aoaram. 1. D 8atf»akaM7* (Kau KS (gcM 
madal); 2, Z Zhong JChln^ SK [Wlvar}; 34. 
T Dao (VtaQ. H Bsntas (Or) 8. AM 
fWuata 6, WUfBrns 6. CMb ft SMkion 


Boxing 

The four-times world chmn- 
pion Terry Norris has an- 
noixnced his retirement o nly 
12 hours attar fauing to win 
the WBA light-midcUewtight 
title In Paris. Tbe Amextean 
was stopped in the xxlhth 
round by the Frenchman Lau- 
rent Boudouani. It 'ms his 
third successive defeat 


TNaiton Tn v Putton Rng 


(Er«) 0 I HRtHawter [Pol| 1: V Pralbiba 
(indlX J Howaka (Ind) ft IM aaorwai 1. T 
Ham read ICK (geltf): S, Raddewicz aX 
Mvw]; 3. 1 Kruab M) 6 (bnnca). AM 


MNw]; 3. 1 Kruab M) p | 
Sfiaiaon 7. hdubkb s. 


American Football 


imj Ean FraiMWoo 31 NT Glams 7. 


Ice Hoek^ ‘ 

Mb Uofrtrad 9 Loe Atoataa 1 . 

Squaeh 

WOfUD OFBI OUUeFWNBIBF (DotlB, 


Oattrt! l aaaad r ound, F laMan (Eng) 
t»C FtowlaM (Aua) ) 7 -A 4 , is-ig, 15 . 1 ^ H 
■wfatt (Eng) bt B Omit (Aua) lU, 
16-12. 16-e; A Mi (Aua) m T Uncou (Fr) 
15-5, 16-5 13- IS. 12-15 15-14; C Rydbig 
(Cani MA Khan (PM) lS- 15 15-13. IS- 11 ; 
k BaMM (Eng) W 14 CalnB (Eng) IS- 13 . 
ts-11. i6-« B fM*M (AiB) bt J wan. 
mga (Eng) 13-16, I 6-15 3-15 IS-ii. 
1S-14; o iM i l a (Eng) bt c TemiirRon 
(Eng) TS-g. I&4. 15-6; ererka (Eng) btO 
a Son4oesv (BgypO 15-15 i».ia is-is; 
F Wad (B^ M A WagBi (Epypci 15-5 
19-5 16-19; S CBaiatay (tel) bt R Eyiae 
(Aua) IS -15 16-15 15-15 17-16; e 
WMur (En^ M D Euana (Waiaa) IS- 11 . 


P aimoy Vale 5 
FOWT M5 LSA6UW Fiwi 

Uwerpod 5 Man VlUa 5 1 


iMaRanaiB Tai 


Birmingham v Evanm (7.19); Praaton v 
Sunoodand (7.1^, PWM BWaly Bama- 
ley V Woivarnampton (7,0): BunMy v Bel- 
ton (7.16); Tranmara * Man Oi/ (7.15); 
Waft Brom V Stidr Wad (741). *a«M M«- 
WaM Shrewsbury « Bladoool (7J1): 
etadMi * S ca rbor o ugh (f Jl); Wa a haw t 
B radford C asST. Rothartiam v Note 
County (7.0). WM BMsM Oarlingtan y 
Seuidtiorpe XTJSi Hidl v Hameped (EQ: 
Reehdalo v ehadarflald(aj). 
awn INSURANeR GOmiNAYlOHi 
FM n Mp i ti a Brantford v Peiarberougfi 
(20); ChamoA V Bamd [7JQ; Cetebadar v 
Ffodord (730); Oyital Paiaea v Cm 
brldga (7 30); GlUinghain v Brlghtoa (2.0): 
ewinden « Reading (7.ts)i yffinWailon v 

BournaimuUi (TJQ. 

MMMJmri LEAOUBi Dowwormia v Fra- 
•erburgh (0.0); LoaaMmoutn v Claeitna- 
wddin (7^0); Rothaa v Pert wilNam (790). 

Rugby Union 


Snooker. 

Anthony Hamllkm win play 
in next week’s Gemian Mas- 
ters following tbe withdrawal 
of the world No.8 Ronnie 
O’Sullivan. .Hamilton fecea 
Stephen Lee ill the first round 
and Lee’s original .opponent, 
Mark Williams, takes O’Suni- 
van’s Qttartw-CtDaL pfaTjA 


Michael Sdiomacher returns 
to the Ferrari cockpit In Bar- 
celCBia today boosted by tixe 
Italitoi team’s test dfriver 
Luca Badoer outpacing 
McLaren’s Darid C^thaxd 
in the first day of winter test- 
ing yesterday. Badoer Ivped 
the Cixcutt de Catalunya hi a 
time of ifflin ^ edge 

out . the Scot by thrm - hun- 
dredths of a second. 

Rugby Uiiion 

Portugal have over 

half the side thrashed by Scot- 
land for their World Cup 
meeting with Spain - at 
Muirayfield tonight. Only 
three cf the XV which started 
last wedmid begin in the 
same positions a gaingt the 
Spanish, nie Anstralian-bonx 
Rohsui Hof&nan,.who scored 
the only try against the Scots, 
switches from centre to fliU- 
bariL for a maifob tiiBt will see 
the winners qualify for. tbe 
finals- next autumn. 


WORL D CUP EWWFRAN qUAUFVIWQ 
fONb Foal Thraw Spain v Partigal (80, 
Mufraynald). ^ 

AM laAOuaggBBwd nniwam wanilay- 

«75vOLSP(7.0). 

hart tmnoRE NORm mdumbs 
MAMPraNSHIFi Otr Birmingham * 
^opahlre |7S5 O Saltniaifo). 


Bowls 

Hugh Duff (£ Scotland got tbe 
home- cihalbeDge off to a per^ 
feet start vbea tZw 16 
bowlers in - the world 
launched the (Glasgow Clas- 
sic. writes Ron Duff 

ranked woiid No. l, defeated 
Ex^land'8 International skip 
Ga^ Smith 7-5, 7-4. 

D^ twice world indoor 
(feampion, win now meet the 
three-times world title-holder 
Richard Corsle In the quarter- 
finals after the Edinburgh 
player defeated Graham 
Robertson 7-S, 5-7, 7-1, 


Basketball 

England’s, coadi Lasfio Ne- 
meth fears tixe cooditiona in 
the Ukraine will imdpr"^ 
his team’s chanff^ in their 
Eluropean Championship 
Qualifier in Etev today to 
keep' alive tiielr hcgie of 
reaching Paris next summer 
for the finals. But suh^ro 
temperatures in hotel rooms 
and bad • food are "lAiting 
preparatiais difficult 
"My players are In a pay 
eholo^cal war In Kiev.” Ne- 
meth admitted. "I fear for my 
players' frame of mind be- 
cause some of tiiAni are en- 
during things they have 
never feced. They have to 
with all of their 
on because the rooms are be- 
low4eezliv. n Is mfous 14 
degrees ^Fahrenheit) 
outside.'’ 
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Cricks 


SPORTS NEWS 15 


Rfflce Selvey in Perth ss^ England's great enigma, erjoying his seventh recalf to the coburs, is still to convince under true Test pressure 

in the door 




ate Id 


• i.'i'i'JC 
'•'iisr. 


i: !!.C . 

■ .ly'atb 
ri'., i-s; 
i ;■ • 


. dO(»^ to the EDg- 
-iand cricket team 
swing open and shut 
these da^ like those 
of. the Gulden Boxse- 
shoe daring happy hour in 
Dodge City. 

One ixunute Ale Tndor is 
the raw recruit on an educa* 
tional tour, Cie next he is a 
star;- Mark Butcher cannot 
hqy a run, then plays, in the 
circumstances, one of the 

great Ashes fnnlTigK and no^ 

cannot g^ a run again; and 
Jtdin Crawley and Gcaeme 
Hick are playing musical 
dialrs (Mice more as they did 
at the back end of the 

SQD^Di^r* 

DntQ. a c(Mi|ile oS toys ago 
ffldc's status, accord^ to 
Alec' Stewart, remained 
strictly as a cover for Mike 
AthertoOf-.Just as it had been 
izi Brishane. .And with Ather- 
■ teufitagain, he wasall but (m 
foe plane hack home, set to do 
a:Mt.of ben^t organising 
Ibre'maklngthe journey back 
here for the oneway series in 
foenewyear. - 
.- Instead, in the wake of his 
Ig^^ditch tnninga in Perth on 
Sunday evening and foe wor- 
rying .condition of Graham 
Iho^’s hack. not only is be 
now xegatded as a dona Jlde 
member 6t foe tooring party 
but he has probably over- 
taken the unfortunate Caw- 
ley in the pecking order. 

Yesterday in Perfo, where 
foe team were euKQdng a spot 
c€po6t-TestR and R, the Eii& 
land tour manager Greham 
Gooch confirmed that Qek 
would be staying put while at 
the same fone expressing his 
concern about Thorpe’s ccm- 
dltion, which caused him to 
pun out of foe sectod Test 
The surrey batsman missed 
the one<day series at the end 
of last winter’s Caribbean 
tour because of back trouble 
and. after surgery, the last 
three Tests of ftie summer, 
returning fhr Surras 

final (hampiOnship niatrj> of 

foe season.’ ' . 

Sensibly Ite has been 
nursed on tWft trip wnd ha< 
responded with an uiibeaten 
double century and two half-' 
c^turies. one of those unde- 
feated as wen, in the six in- 
nings he ha* played. to date. 
Of all the batsmen in the 
party he is foe only one with 
a conunendable track record.: 
againstAnstralia. 

’’There is s(Bne uncerhdnty 
about his condition,*’ Gcxich 


admitted, ’’and it vras sensible 
' to keep Hick here until after 
foe third Test in Adelaide. He 
was due bato here shoitly 
after that in any case. 

‘’’nio rpe saw a specialist cm 
Satnnlay and has had phytio* 
therapy, it does not smpear to 
be foe same (xuidition as he 
suSbred in foe summer but 
we stin do not know bow he 
win sh^ up. He' win be hav- 
ing a net se^on here an- 
other .in Melbourne on Fri- 
day. But, if the trouble 
persists, we win certainly 
have to revtew the efoia tten ' 

. filcik’s resurgence is un- 
lucky for Crawley who, hav^ 
ingldayed as wdl as anyone 
in foe early part of the tour, 
batted poo^ in both (wtiing a 
in . Perth. .Q^te how psycho- 
logical damaging has been, 
the assault he suffered in 
Cairns is anyone's guess but 
he does not look foe same 
batsman. 

It would be wrong, foougb, 
to place too' much stow on 

Hk^s iriTiiwy a gThllarafinp 

fowjgh it was. simply because 
(If foe coufoinatioa ^ circuin- 
stances surroundito it. 'When 
Hick went to the crease, Eng- 
land were 67 Ibr five in their 
second famiogs, stai 61 shy of 
making Australia bat a 
sec(Hidtime. 

He was on his seventh re- 
call to the side strictly as a 
makeweight batting in the 
twiliglit zone at seven, had 
dropped two catches, one of 
them relatively straight- 
Ibrward for a (stciher of his 
quality, and made a hapless 
second-ball nought in the first 

Inning* 


The game was shot and ^ 
it 'seemed yet again, was 
Hick's mtematioQdr future. 
There was not an awfUl lot Rh: 
him to lose and so he played 
as he did. Fbr 33 balls on Sun- 
day evetun& as he tore into 
Australia’s festest bowler and 
twice «bmi]y»d 'hhn high over 
midwicb^ it was glocknis 
uncoi:utraiDe(L 'But next 

morning , whm foe, afirpnfliin 
had HigiripatPil and foe fain t 
giimiTww of hope in the game 


b^anto appear, he needed to 
think about it. 

The more be did, the more 
Qie storm subsid^ It bad 
been fantastic uninhibited 
stuff but it was not an innings 
foat couid have been pSayed 
frocm tbenppv order -in' foe 
first innings of a match. And 
that shoold-be.fhe amd test of | 
a Hukresurrectimi. 



Counties to 
vote for two 
divisions 





Hkk fa iiiih...IknnitmFlmnJiig to struck for four hut a fine li]in1nss(rf 68 was too litfle too late to save Engtend bbxcurtis 


David Hopps on 

why the meeting at 
Lord's will agree an 
Lip-and<lown future 

NGLISH county 
(uicket will embrace 
the more competitive 
era it has come tu ac- 
cept as paramount for its siu*- 
vlvai when the First-Class 
Forum opts o\’er the nest two 
days to confront a new cvo- 
to^’ with a twodivlsionnl 
chmnpionship. 

The county game has 
prided itself on being an 
cape fiom foe excesses of the 
re^ woild- But in the winter 
meeting at Lord's starting 
today it will pronounce itseff 
attuned to spirit of the 
limes by introducing promo- 
tion and relegation 2000 . 

Two j’ears of Itfobying will 
finally bear fruit for Lord 
MacLaurin, chairman of the 
England and Wales Cricket 
Board, when, barring a 
remarkable eleventh-hour 
change of heart, the counties 
will support two di\isions by 
a sizeable majority. The alter- 
native, an addititmal tier of 
regional cricket, seems to 
have little support. 

Only a year ago MacLaurin 
sullei^ a mortifying reversal 
when the first-class counties 
privately expressed their 
resistance to such a restruc- 
turing and then rejected a 
mud(fled compromise, based 
on an .American-style Confer- 
ence system, that brought 
widespread ridicule. 

Now most counties accept 
that “promotion and relega- 
tion’’ are the necessary buzt- 
words to arouse interest, not 
only among a sceptical 
younger audience but within 
a contemptuous, football- 
driven media. 

S(nnerset are (me county ex- 
pected to switch their vote in 
favour of two divisions. Their 
secretary Peter Anderson ex- 
pressed foe prevalent view 
when he eiqilamed: “People 
have woken up to foe market- 
ing facts. County cricket has 
a loyal membership but it is 
not being replenished; and 
every newspaper, whether it 
is (ulbbage, darts or go-kart 
racing, likes to talk about pro- 
moticna and relegation.'' 


.Assurances of financial 
s.'treguard.* have also con- 
vinced the weakest flrst-class 
counties that all 18 of them 
remain sacro.sanci az^ that 
there is no desire to hurry 
some into bunkruptc>' in the 
n.'imi* of a “le.iner and fitter^ 
nrst-clas!.i circuit. 

Derbyshire are one small 
county to have abandmed 
their resistuice. Their choir- 
man Vic Brownett said: “We 
needed (u have the fUnneial 
i^ifety net aitd we arv happy' 
that is the case. A new TV 
de.*)i h.'is brought nearly 
double our previous Lnoomc 
and, understandably. Sky azid 
Channel 4 wont the most at- 
tractive game possible." 

GLamorgan's uoinmittee 
wore expected Inst night to 
rustote their opposition to two 
divisions but e\'en their se(a«- 
tory Mike FhUun rect^ised 
foe need “to be pragmatic and 
enter the debate". Counties 


Promotion and 
relegation are 
the necessary 
buzz-words to 
arouse interest 


such as Gkunorgan will rely 
on the adoption of form up 
and three dou'n, a large turn- 
over in two divisions of nine, 
to curb pressure for an open 
transfer system. 

England's best players, in 
any e\'enL will be concerned 
with an extended programme 
of se\’en Tests and six or seven 
(MieKiay internationals evmy 
summer considering such 
mands, the move to them being 
centrally contracted by the 
board looks inevitable. 

Two divisions is no panacea. 
It is not only implacable cqqxy 
nents who fear a more d^>er- 
ate need for victories will risk 
an uua'ease in substandard 
pitches or reduce opportuni- 
ties for young players. 

But, as Lancashire’s secre- 
tary Dave Edminxison pointed 
(xic “ITie players are 75 per 
cent In fhvour cS (diange and 
some of foe influence has come 
Grom then. Comnuttees have 
had to take notice of those who 
play the game." 


it Everbi aNC hits out at Mily-whrte’ teams 


. I, I" - 


y ■■■ 


tOOTH AFRICA’S nOing 
National 'Coa- 
^gr^ party has stoked 
the controversy over the 
racial make-np of foe coun- 
tiT's riigby and cricket 
national teams by labelling 
them *Tity-white’’. 

Ttie interveatlon came after 
the Sports Mini ster Steve 
Tshwete was criticised by op- 
positicn parties for sayfag 
that he was Ted up" that foe 
two sides were ahnoet exclo- 
sivdy vdilte: " 


“Nobody- can dispute that 
both rugby and cricket 
natiozial faatna remaui Uly- 
Tfotte,” the ANC said fa a 
statemmit, “desipite tiie foot 
ttwit naiia for theiT trazisfor- 
matUm were made more than 
fiveyearsaga 
“In cricket Mhkhaya Ntfai 
azid Paul Atoms have proved 
themselves beyond any doubt, 
yet the natitxtal selectors left 
them out in the cold fbr the 
Tbst agafast the West Indies 
fbr foe fUmsiest of reastms." 


Peter FoQock, the couveumr 
of selectors, defended the “all- 
white" squad when it was an- 
nounced by sayfag it was 
pi(dced purity OD merit 
Sooth Afilca’s cricketers 
beat West Indies foe the first 
Hm* in a Test (Ml Monday and 
the rugby Springboks aim to 
ctanidete a gnmd antt 
break the wcxrld record of 17 
consecutive iziteniatltmal rio- 
tories when they play Eng- 
land (m Saturday. 

Tshwete was also reported 


Cycling 





WnHih r o t hn r i ng liam 






■RICHARD VERENQDE 
. gKC(nitiiiued his fight to 
■ nproitect his same and 
career yesterday after - the 
judge izrvestigatiz^ drug-tak- 
ing in the Festina team told 
him that tests showed he had 
used banned dn^. 

The Ffanehman has main- 
tained his izmocence sfaee 
July 8 when French enstxans 
(tfBoers cm the BeI0w border 
impooniled a Fbstizia car con- 
veying a supply of steroids, 
growth hormone and the 
blood-boostizig ' erithropoietfa 
CEPO) destined for foe Tour 
deFzimca. 

VzrwMiQe's personal znas- 
seur and team- manager main- 
fa their testhDiontes that 
they sQEvUed and injected 
him with drugA Yesterday he 
seemed sot to believe foe evt 


dezice presented by Judge Pat- 
riAgjtL . . 

“An the biological parazn^ 
ters azid tests prove setentifi- 
cafty foat I azn not doped,” 
^nreniqae said after leaving 
the judge's office in Lille. 
He that -the' repeurt 

“reveals no trace of steioids, 
growth- luMTztone, corticoids,- 
amphetamlnes or tnaeVing 
prodiKto". 

Vzren(iue's defezice in tife 
on-gofag investlgatiffii rests 
partly, cm foe feet that bis 
blood-solid [haematocrlt} 
level was just bdow die SO per 
cfflt liwii* vdiicdi the fatezra- 
^dihig Dnion consiitU, 
ers-healthy. A hi^ haemafa 
crit levd can Indicate the use 
of so. Ozie of the reporfs 
authors. Dr FTanpois Bres- 
soQe, pointed’ out that Viren- 
qoe'slevel of 4dA per east was 
fer hitler than the av^ 
age of 42-44 per cent 


BressoDe maintained that 
aiddlti(mal sciezttific evidence, 
based on the level a pro- 
transferfa jnoved Vlr- 
enque bad taken EPO. But 
Virezzque is afiawiant that the 
report and the mvestigation 
are a plot to destroy hizn. 

‘Tf you are d^klive, you 
wfil take into account the un- 
deniable bioU^leal. parazne- 
ters which prove Fm inno- 
cent," he ' said. “But if you 
want to bring me down, then 
you win take into account foe 
biased mteriMretattoOL. 

“Today I'm relieved. Tm 
sure this is the oid'of a n^ht- 
mare." -Bfa- -it .may instead 
prove to' be foe of his 
career. 'Vlrenque has been 
sacked by Festina' and his 
ooly .sezi^ option for next 
year, the Itelo-Belgian team 
sponsored by the Mapei 
ffhamtftaia compaziy, d^>e^ 
on him being ’’.dean”. 


Squash 






Angry Eyies reported to his pri^idential self 


HehMi ilaao in Doha 


T he world champion Rod- 
ney is to be reported 
to fop - PmffaaglKrwiT Sqntoh 
Aasodatiozi, of iriiidi be is 
foe - president losing 
both his tiffe and his tezhper 
yestertoy. 

The-siryearoUl Australian 
hurled the ball angrily at the 
mferee Jadk Aften 
ately af^ his 12-15, 15-10, 
16-13, 17-16 defeat in -foe 
second roand to the unseeded 
IBdgian Stebn Casteleyn. 

: . 'There Is no need for . foat,” 
AUot caBed to B^ieis, who had 
. 9ent two.games bexatingTiim 
and criticising his decisions. ' 


The" incident is not an un- 
c pmmon gpectade but this 
week there has been some- 
thing tf an oufbreakfofa sug- 
gests foe ^>ort is drifting too. 
fer-fa fevDur tf the players.' 

AQen certainly made mis- 
takes but no znore than xn^t 
baye been expected fa a h^- 
pzassure matob -played more 
Sian usual fa the P|^ of 

foe court 

Castel^zi, wtaotoOk advaz^ 
tage of £ 7168*8 dUBcolW fa 

j fQiOiiTig foa hall OP a to adfah - 
court, saidi Thmre were znls- 
tpvpa on a-coQpIe of cxucial- 
lyiirrfs but it was not easy and - 
l am not gotag to critic^ - X 
don't ♦fcfok Rodney would |f 
.he had 


The upset furfoer rieered 
the fop baif of the draw of 
weD-faiown ziames for Scot- 
land's peter Nicol, whose 
campaig n to he the fitst Brit- 
ish player to; become world 
champicMi was tarried to foe 
folrd round with a second 
sueceasive 5traight;'games 
win. 

ne wDidd No. l beat the 
.Egyptian Aznir Wagfo 15^ 
15-^. 15-13, thou^ Nicol says' 
'lie ' still does ztot feel eonv- 

pletely settled on foe rourL . 

Four, se^ were-.defeated, 
the others btfzig the-Austra- 
nanfl Dan Jenson and-Byron 
Davis, and Mark Cairns, of 
Roland. fflAkfag six beaten 

in the toctfnazzient so fer. 


as saying fhat ihp ^svent 
inent would name a special 
mmitiiagi ffli nart year to zn- 
teirvene to promote black 
play^ into national squads, 
a policy critieised by tiie op- 
pcfiitiaa Natimial Party as 
posing, “a serious, threat to 
the hri^t fixture tf South 
African sport” and as being 
“tnherezztiy raclsF*. 

The ANC reroonded bsr ac- 
cusizig the National PazW tf 
pprst^nrty datenHtng white 
racism fa sporL 


Rugby League 


Sohail’s remarks rile Pakistan selectors 


P ASJ^TAN'S cihairman 
of selectors Wasim 
Bari yesterday res- 
pozided to criticism by the 
captain Aamir Sobail. say- 
ing fiiat on perfbnnance 
alone the openlittg bat was 
not wenrth his place fa the 
Test side. 

The captain’s decision to 
air his views has also been 
bronght to the attentfan of 
the Faltistan Cricket Board 
chairmazi, Wasim added. 

*T don't know yet if we 


would be lodging a com- 
plaint against SohaU. The 
zzian is under pressure and 
is despendely trying to safo- 
gnard his captaincy. On per- 
fiarmance, I am sorry to say, 
he doesn’t set into the teazm 
The only way he can retain 
his place is as (aptafa.” 

Sohail. who made 15 and 
two fa the seven-wicket de- 
feat by ambabwe at Pesha- 
war (mi Monday, which fol- 
lowed a I-O series home 
defeat by Australia, said 


after the latest match that 
the sele(dors were “factm- 
sistent, did not visit 
gronxids and do not give me 
the players of my choice”. 

Sohail has alro bees the 
target for scathing criti- 
cism firom the media. Jang, 
a mass-circulation Drdu 
dally, said; “All this is hap- 
penfag be(Uinse of a foolish 
decision of the cricket ad- 
ministrators who ap- 
pointed Sobail as (xiptain. 

"The skipper doesn’t 


command respect over his 
players. And he can’t be- 
cause 20 m(mth5 back he 
had levelled betting and 
match-fixing allegations 
agafast his team-mates.” 

The Daily News new» 
paper, which tipped the 
wicketkeeper Moin Khan to 
replace Sohail for the 
re maining two Tests, said: 
“Sohail is not a motivator 
to the team. His own perform 
mance doesn’t merit a 
selection in the team.” 


Luyt plans new 
use for Ellis Park 


AndyWHeon 


L GDIS LUYT, file c(mtro- 
versial former presi- 
dent of the Sooth Aftir 
can Sngby Football ’Union, 
has ofibred to stage major 
rngby leagne fixtures at 
Ellis Park, the BpifogbiJk 
(fttadel fa Johamiesbiii^. 

Lnyt is attending the 
meeting of the newly 
firwiHAH Rnalnr leeane fa- 
ternatimwd Federatton fa 
Sydney and yesterday soh- 
mitted proposals to pro- 
mote m^>y league fa Sooth 
Aftlca, Jiidudiiig providing 
foe pre-season World Zfoies 
wifo a long-tenn home. 

Lnyt was overtiirown as 
Sarfta^ presideiit this year 
after Nelson Mhndela had 
ordered, an inquiry into 
cormptlon and racism 
withfa tile organisation 'hot 

he retains a iiw> |jftrfinamria 1 

interest fa EDis Park and l8 
kemi to mazdznisa its nse. 

NefiTonnictiffe, the chief 
exeentive of the Rngby 
Football Leagne, gave 
Xziytis (tffet a eantiions wel- 
(tome. "Soizth Africa has 
the potential to become a 
major leagne power,” he 
said, *TNit the federation 
has to be convinced that the 
terms are ri^t” 

If it is ctmvfaced, leagne 
conld be' staged at 'Wihb 
P ark as early as next year, 
.as Lnyt has offered the sta- 
dlnm on the wedkezid of 
Fetaoriiary 6r7 fer the World 
Nfaes. Lny^ (Jiances are 
enhanced Iv the stalemate 
between Wigan and the 
Brisbane Broncos over the 
proposed World Club 
ChamptoMafoip. Australian 
sources sngg^ that Jt is 


unlikely to go ahead. 

TRie federation. oon^ 
finned file itinerary fim 
next antnmu’s Tri-Nattons 
series. Great Britain will 
play Australia fa Brisbane 
(m' Octobm; 22 and New 
Zealand fa A-nckland the 
feUowfag Friday. The final 
win take. place at Sydney’s 
new, 120.000-seat Olymfac 
Stafonm on November 5. 
Matohes' will be coupled 
with (mrtazu-iaisers. 

The goohead for foe 2Q0D 
World Cop fa Enrope is ex- 
pected to be given by the 
federatkm today. The com- 
petition will feature 16 
teams, tiig'hiJtng - an four 
home.natioiia and the new- 
comers Italy and Russia. 

The Adelaide Rams, 
owned by Rupert Mur- 
dodb's News Limited, were 
disband e d yestarday. Mur- 

dO(ftl esta' hlialie d the Patna 

in the Australian Rules 
stronghold of South An^ 
tralia as part of his rebel 
Super League competitloii 
fa 1995. The Rams have ef- 
fectively been sacrifioed as 
a cost-cutting measure, 
with the Gdld Coast Chai> 
gers expected to go the 
same way today. 

Gateshead Thunder have 
beaten off competition 
feom several other Super 
League efabs to sign Brian 
Carney, the 23-year-old 
winger who was outstand- 
ing for Irelaxid in the recent 
iutentationals against 
France and Scotland. 

ISM iSMunoHs enefc oa>itw 

Nnr lanim w AuMnsa (AugMwkO; 
o — aa AuMralta » Qraat Britain, 
^ ZmIM v.mi* Zaa lin d Mwrta ar 
Papiu Naw GubiBB (Briibaiw); ^n-1iii 
eSi Naw Zealand v areal Britain. 
AuatreUa v Wenarn Samoa or nn 
(AucUantf); Waaiataw «h niwl. thlrd- 
ptand tan v Tonga or Cook Mamto 
miBiiav). 
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top, not 
ground 


Lc-g on 'to Joos unfiniftec; ana 
you can searc}-i s.\1 the Guardian's 
jobs onlr>‘>e- af^ painlessly 

~ and that's nfo're jobs than any 
ether national qualrty newspaper. 
V'/ith infor,mat>on aooLrt' useful 
features comfr»g-Up .in the 
Guardian and future- careers 
fairs and events, Jobs Unlimited 
'.vitl help you up the career ladder 
- witheut' ali the hard Vv'ork-' 


Unlimited 

www.jobsunliiinited.co.uk 
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Frosh boardroom row at Newcastle, page 14 

England hang on to Hick, page 15 


sGuardian 


Wimbledon give holders the blues 







,v 



Matthew Engel 






T HBSDsIandcridEet 
team made many mis- 
tates (hiring the Parttt 
Test hot pertiaps the 
hipest was having their tenl< 
Ue day cn Saturday. This 
means Qiat instead of getting 
reported in ttie dally papas, 
vdm tatum that toinorrow is 
another day, ^ey were right 
in die filing line Sor die Sun- 
days, who fired ttie entire 
miinltinna d ump at them. 

Bng^ cricket is sensitive 
to sudi matterstiiese days. 

more dian a year ago its 
niUng body, the ECS, had cnly 
one media man and he rarely 
90 lGetojoiumalists.Nowlti 5 
going to die ottia extreme. 

Tomorrow the greattrans- 
fOnnatioa oFcou]^ criOket 
intoatwo^UvlskmCbampion- 
ahip is ei^ei^ to be an- 
nounced. This change, iOr the 
year 2000, is entire media- 
driven, pushed dirmi^ hy a 

chairman T.A»rt W ai^^n-tn, 

desperate to be seen by dio 
press to be doing something, . 
and wearily accepted by 
county ^udrmen tired of 
being caQed names all the 
tunefnrteaistingit 

Inc ricIraHnfl'hMinttt tM fc ail. 

vantages of such a switrii are 
heavily mitw e i^ ied by the die- 
arta anfaig PQ P mmrrfinn and 

rde^tiOQ will be a qKirioos 
rtement to die season, creating 


All younced is gloves... Marcos Gayia, the Wimbiedanstriker,makeB an acrobatic effort as Bernard Lambonrde clears the danger at Srihnrstfark moToomPHrSfufORSTS) 

Worthington Cup, quarter-final: Wimbledon 2 Chelsea 1 

Chelsea dive after Earle’s pearl 


Marlin TtMHpe 


W IMBLEDON 

knocked the bedd- 
ers out last night 
to reach their 
third semi-final In two sea- 
sons. As a result Chelsea suf- 
fered their first defeat in 20 
games, missing out on a dub 
record by one match. 

Despite a late consolation 
fitxn Gianluca Vialli, goals in 
each half from Robbie Earle 
and Michael Hu^ies. with a 
penalty, took Wimbledon into 
tonight’s draw, looking to do 
betta than their semi-Qnal 
defeats in the FA Cup and this 
competition two seasons ago. 
Wimbledon got off to a 


great start going ahead after 
just 19 minrrtija as the 
defence appeared frozen to 
the spot ^ the hitter ni^t 
air. Ncul Ardley swi^ in a 
cross whidi the maiting hack 
line watched sail over 
apparently expecting their 
goalkeeper to come and daim 
the balL But fatally, Dmitre 
Kharine stayed on his line 
and Eaile. runnii^ in, scored 
with the easiest of headers 
from six yards. 

The goal was just reward 
tor Wimbledon’s more orgar 
oised and competi ttv e earty 
approadi as- th^ madg light 
of Chelsea’s plan to boss the 
cmcial central area by string- 
ing five men across 
But numbers could not ewn- 


pete with ocmimitment and 
three mnutes after ♦airing the 
lead Wimbleon went ex- 
tiandy dose to ezteiding It 
fYank LefaMut reOecXlng 
Chdsea’s ♦— im- 
dezhit a baede pass to Kharine 
hot Carl Leabum shot wide 
from the ctee of the area when 
a pass Inside to the unmarked 
Marcus Gayle offered a more 
threatening opttoo. 

After beating under- 
strength Aston Villa and 
Arsoial aides in the previous 
roui^ Chdsea’s habit of 
lidding predominantly squad 
players in tournament 
was in «i»mg w of being ex- 
posed by a fhll-stiaigth Wim- 
bledoo, who wdcomed hade 
Hughes after su^ension. 


Not even the return of Den- 
nis Wise, Chelsea's own bad 
boy, afier a feur-game 
oouid lift a tBHm showing 
sevm from last Satur- 

day’s draw with Sheffield 
Wednesday. Vialli was a 
strikm-ahme as mudi as alone 
StrUcH' as his mirttWrl , ripop itp 
their nnmbers. struggled to 
ooDununicats with him. 

VlalU had scored five goals 
tor Chdsea in the pre^os 
rounds. As Neil Sulivan, 
WlmMed(«’s keeper, walked 
in at half-tinm, gloves 
ware hardly solted. Vialli's 
xespcaise was to give hinwdf 
a strikiDg partner, bringiDg 
on Itne Andre no tor Bjame 
GddbadL 

After such a poor first halt 


Chdsea’s aB-white strip had 
♦aVpn rm the appearance of a < 
flag erf y ir i - pnH pr But Vialli'S 
team brought renewed vigour 
to file new half tor 
first time in the game went 
close to scoring. Gustavo 
Poyet shot just wide from 19 
yards, then headed strait at 
Sullivan from dose range. 

Wimbledon, however, con- 
tinued to pose a threat On 51 
minutes Hu^es cut in from 
the left side of the area and 
fired in a stinging shot which 
Kharine Galled to hold. The 
keeper was then forced to 
react quickly as the Wlmhl- 
deon forwards dosed in. kick- 
log toe ban away while lying 
nn the ground 

As the game progressed. 


however, the more fractious it 
became with Graham PoU 
dighfng oat his fburto ydlow 
card gh 65 minutes — aQfour 
to home players. 

Chdsea brought cm Roberto 
di Matteo for Jody Morris, 
hoping his experience might 
lead to an equaliser. lasfawd. 
Wimbledon increased their 
lead. Lehoenf was adjudged to 
have fouled Gayle, wtddi 
be was booked, and Hudres 
(»nverted the penalty. 

{4-4-g)i SuHIV9n; 
CwmlnoUMn. Psrrr. BKlnran. TTuiBlMr. 
HiipiMs. AnJiajr, Eimll, Svla: O^rlM. 
LMbum nntXi). 

CMpm KItvfm: iMbourVa, 

Oobany (Fsnw. 7W. Labewl. Babajme 
Ptrsacu. OeliaiBli, (Fla, h-q. Wtea. Manto 
(DI Miauu . TV). Vlilfi. 

6 Pell OUnB). 
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Giving kids a chance will be to 


From 2000 Endand will be 



►7TT»T«'lj n fTFTW m t iTiJ trim. 


The move is expected to 






new feets have mnoged dnee 
then mcc^ that Alex Tudor 
has devd^ed quicker than 
expected Dominic Cork 
has regressed. 

Rn g&Bd ware always Hkelv 
tohe walhved InFerttkThe 
mir8(te is that they are only 
l-Odown eomlngto the less 
hostile pitches of toe remain- 
ittgTests, vtooe they mikht 
nicka victory. But nowno- 
body*s sure ofanythim; any 
more. Oodu they are think- 
ing wasn’t Hide hnpressive? 
Maybe we should play seven 
bdsmen...HhdEplaqtedinar- 
vdloudy to toe second in- 
nings. This was Just the situa- 
tion in whidi he always plays 
marvdlously. whoi there is 
no pressure at alh the game 
was already eRctlvely kaput 
to toe first innings, when he 
could hove made adiSdence 
to the result he felled. 

has always felled to 
thoee situations, with toe 
poaslbltesceiitimioftheBain- 
b^ Test to X9S5-93 (six l(»g 
winters ago), vtown he made 
m butE^^i^loat anyway. 

■■•■■ilE next Test nine days 
henceklsattheAde- 
ta^Ovat whidi is 
I eroebaped. with long 
strait boaxutaules but short 
square ones. Thus anyone who 
bowls sheet gets clattered off 
thehaAtbote^eclallyhy 
Australian batsmen, nmt 
means Endand need bowieis 
who (nn pitah the ban. up, 
even at toe risk of being 
driven down toe ground. That 

brin ging twrk Angiig 

FTasa and Robert Croft 
Anyway, haven't we teanied 
by Doa^ Dtopptog Fraser Is 
Always Wrong. 

It is also Ukdy to be hot and 
dry, wfakh means having five 
front-line bowlers: Four will 
get knackered; four of our lot 
will anyway. It is also Ukdy to 
fevour balsmoi. If the six 

hwfcerm^n in Bhiglanri play , 

th^ all feU, then we deserve to 
lose the Ashes, simple as that 
Playii^aeven Is simply pa- 
thetic. lake so mudi dse to 
len gi igh rf e k e t, 
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1 Belle of the ball club strikes £45m deal 

1 A fHO says nice guys 
\/\/win? The baddeat 
V V man in sport, toe 
baseball auperatar Albert 
BeQe, yesterday walked Into 
a £45 mUiton deal wltli the 
Baltimore Orioles which 
will earn him a tidy £750 JKM 
a wedE for five years. 

Belle, dcscilbed by his hi- 
ographer as **tha most 
thoroughly maladjusted 
personality ever to pass 
across American sporte”. 

has a violent and fouX- 
mouthed CV in which oppe^ 
nests, repoitms and even 
autograph-hunters have 
Allen victim. 

His Tysonesque behav- 
iour has led to a $60,000 
fine for verbally abustog a 
woman T7 reporter, a sus- 
pension for flattening a 
Milwaukee aTMt a 

Hallowe’en nigtit ear 
with children alter fiwy 
threw ^gs at his house. 

But, with mewe than 330 
career home runs to his 
name, his earning power is 
still on the rise, despite 
confessians of heavy gam- 
bUng and charges of domes- 
tic assault in July which 
were Later dropped. 

Just a week after the Pre- 
miership bad *nn Duncan 
Ferguson completed a 
£40,000-a-week deal with 
Newcastle, toe Americans 
proved yesterday that 

whatever we do, they can 
do much, mmih bigger. 

Not only is BetUe naugh- 
titf than Fergosim, he will 
now be 20 times richer. He 
walked out on Chicago 
White Sox hours after a 
danse in his contract — 
which stated be must be one 
of file three higjiest-paid 
players — came into eShet, 
aft^ Rani^ Johnson’s new 
$52.4 million, four-year 
deal with Arizona. 

Guardian Crossword No 21,447 


Set by Araucaria 



■j •' ^’d 

^ V: 


Across 


1 Arrive on a leaving (fey? 

That’s fiavty (5) 

4 On the left I'm taking ofa 
pact (3-3) 

9 French dty backed Italian 
one h money-making wHh 
larks? (5,3,7)- 

10 AvocetflutteringfromAtoA 
P«haps(a 


11 Offerfar c o na da f a tion of the 
Euroeeeptk^ (B) 

18 Exist without so meone to 
wait on one? I shlnei 

14 Mexiei in island ki search of a 
heart (3,3) 

15 Cotduriere takes heart from 
broadcasters (6) 

18 IMcked dty built by ram or 
hog (8) 

21 C ha geles s fortBnde1 o ai?(a 


paper was to rebdBon after9, 
with ni-uaed maiden's song 
(4,2.3,3,3,3) 

88 Bird wound the Dardanelles 
(63 

SO Periocflc alrrwan sof 
oocTvnwiicafion has Its 
ahraeikv) (l^ 

Down 


1 Part of church wilh its top n 
15(7) 

2 Prerwh gentleman on island 
wftfi aau^ singer (^ 

8 Do Hum to see, 80 to say — 
sea, it’s (XJt of order, see? (7) 

8 SatUe dfffereneas— get ilfbr 
decreasing? (4,^ 

O Country gentfeman has 
deprsMinB experience after 
longarticto^ 

7 DtoKensentertwing 
granttimther to a load of new 
mv>ay(7) 

8 RaRgiouB buGdtog goes 
ahead(9 

78 Charge store, a scam for the 
Iesskite8gwit(9) 

18 Worksrwithgregt 
enthusiasmforwashrig 
womens? (4,^ 

17 Pennissionfor 
permlsavertesS? (7) 

18 Rich food at the Golden 
Gate? (6) 

10 Istarxi takes up "Preserve the 
kaerwhale.'”(7) 
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□ □□□□□□□ 
□□BBaiin BDQnnBn 


cnossaraRDSoumoii 21(440 

80 Rarigeofttte month in 
opposiHon(7) 

23 Poles keep (xunby girt With 
12(^ 


Sotutton tomorrow 


mmfil 


9 


nECVGUNQ 

niryrtBftpipBrnMgi 

m^emKotoiantt 

motoMlarUK 

naw su p si biOer 
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SUTTER HOME CALIFORNIA WINES. 

They don*t need food to make sense. 
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